Black Range Railway.

Mr. J. 'B. HOLMAN (Murchison):
This is a very serious matter to deal with
offhand, withont information. I do not
know what this reserve is, and why its
purpose should be changed. It would be
only right tbat the member for the dis-
triet should explain where the reserve is,
what s its present use, and what if is
required for. When an important matter
like this is before the House we should
have plans placed before members. A
few words from the member for the dis-
trict might enlighten members on the
qnestion.

Mr. F. C. MONGER (York): I am
quite alive to the importance of the Bill,
but really, I know nothing about if.

Mr, Stuart: Where is York?

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

ADJOURNMENT ©F HOUSE.
The House adjourned at seven minutes
to 5 o'cloek, until the next day.

Legislative Hesembly,
Wednesday, 5th August, 1906,

Questions: Black Rauge Railway e 145
State Battery Managers .. 145
Perth Co-operutive Bukery, Snpply of Flour 145

Leave of Absence .. . 46

Private Members' Busmess, remarks 146

Supply Bill (four months), items dnicussed
sitting prolonged, oll stages passed, ... ...

The SPEAKER. took the Chair at 4.30
o'clock pm.

Prayers.

QUESTION—BLACK RANGE RATL-
WAY.

AMr. TROY asked the Premier: 1, What

progress is being made towards beginning

the constrostion of the Black Range Rail-
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way? 2, When does the Government an-
ticipate having the work of construetion
put in hand?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Plans and
specifications are expected to be ready in
Qctober for calling tenders. Tenders for
rails have been accepted to-day. 2, Pro-
bably in November,

QUESTION—STATE BATTERY
MANAGERS.

Mr. TROY asked the Minister for-
Mines: 1, When the recent transfer of
State Battery managers was decided up-
on, was a requisition received from Caol-
gardie urging that the present manager
be retained? 2, Was the manager retain-
ed? 3, Why were the requests for the re-
tention of the State Battery managers at
Boogardie and Norseman refused? 4,
Does the Minister intend to place the
papers relating to the retention of the
Coolgardie manager on the table of the.
House?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, The transfer of the manager at Cool-
gardie was not recommended, but about a
month after other transfers were announ-
ced a pelition was received from Coolgar-
die requesting retention of the manager.
2, Yes, never baving been recommended
for transfer. '3, QOwing to the fact that
baoth the Norseman and Boogardie mana-
gers had been recommended for transfer
by the Metailurgist and Engineer, State
Batteries, whose recommendations or am-
endments regarding transfers of battery
managers were not interfered with. 4,
Certainly, if the ordinary procedure is
adopted.

QUESTION—PERTH CO-OPERATIVE
BAKERY, SUPPLY OF FLOUR.
Mr. BATH asked the Attorney Gen-

eral: 1, What action was taken by the

Government re the refusal of flour milling

firms to supply flour to the Perth Co-

operative Bakery in 19072 2, Does the

Minister intend to place any papers con-

nected with the matter on the table of the

House?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:

1, Careful inquiries have been made and
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in conseguence-a Bill has been prepared to
be submitted to Parliament. 2, Any por-
tion of the papers which are not confiden-
tial will be made available on the intro-
duction of the Bill.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE (2).

On motion by Mr. Gordon, leave of ab-
sence for two weeks was granted to Mr.
Male (Kimberley), on the ground of ill-
healih.

On motion by Mr. Bath, leave of ab-
sence for two weeks was granted to Mr.
Cnderwood (Pilbarra), on the ground of
urgent private business.

PRIVATE MEMBERS BUSINESS.

The TREASURER bhaving handed in
an Appropriation Message from the Gov-
erpor, preparatory to dealing with Sup-
ply—

Mr. BATH asked why the procedure
laid down in the Sessional Orders in re-
gard to private business was being de-
parted from?

Mr. SPEAKER: The Sessiona! Orders
provided that Government business shounld
take precedence, and the House had al-
ready agreed to that.

Ar. Bath: But this Wednesday was pri-
vate members’ day; last Wednesday was
Government business day.

Mr. SPEAKER: This was the first
Wednesday since the adoption of the Ad-
dress-in-Reply. Of course, it rested wiih
the Government to decide.

The PREMIER understood it was the
practice that the Government wounld take
the first Wednesday immediately after the
adoption of the Address-in-Reply.

Mr. Bath: What gbout the other Wed-
nesday ?

The PREMIER : As a matter of fact,
no private business was taken until 'the
Address-in-Reply was adopted.

SUPPLY BILL, £1,065,967.
Al Stages.

Message from the Governor (pre-
viously handed in) was now read, recom-
mending the appropriation out of Con-
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solidated Revenne and General Loan
Fund of the sum of £1,065,967 for the
service of the year ending the 30th June,
1969.

The TREASURER (Hon. Frank Wil-
son) moved—

That this House do now resolve itself
into a Committee of Supply, and also of
Ways and Means, for the purpese of con-
sidering Hiz Ercelleney the Governor's
Messaye Nno, 1, recommending thid an
appropriation be made out of the Con-
soliduted Revenue Fund and from moneys
to the credit of CGeneral Loan Fund, for
the purpeses of a Bill for “lan Act lo
upply out of the Consolidated Revenue
FFund and from moneys to credit of the
Genergl Loan Fund the sum of One
million and sizty-five thousand nine hun-
dred and sixty-seven pounds to the ser-
vice of the year ending 30th June, 1908,”
and that the Standing Orders be sus-
pended so as lo admit of the reporting
and adopting of resolutions iherefrom
on the same day on which they shall have
pussed such Commiltees, and also the pas-
sing of the Bill through all its stages in
ong day.

Mr. BATH: This was the proper stage
at which ihe Treasurver shonld give some
explanation.

The Treasurer:
done in Commnittee,

Mr. BATH : According to the Standmg
Orders. it was the correct time to give
explanation on the motion to go into
Committee of Supply, otherwise there
was a possibility of the debate being re-
strained or limited when we were aetu-
ally in Committee,

The Treasurer: It was better to have
the explanation in Committee.

Mr. BATH: There was no objection
to the particular stage when the matter
was debated, so long as it was understood
at what particular stage it was to be de-
bated; bot according to the Standing
Orders and Jay, it appeared the present
was the proper time for any explanation
and for any diseussion on the proposals.

The TREASURER explained that he
was simply following the custom of the
last two vears, and he helieved also (he
customm adopted in previous years by

That had always I:ee-n
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other Treasuvers, to formally move the
Speaker ont of the Chair and the House
into Committee, and then to have the
debate if any arose. MHowever, he was
quite willing to fall in with the view of
the Leader of the Opposition if that
gentleman deemed it better that we should
debate the general question now. But
ohe did not know whai the Leader of the
Opposition meant when he said that, ae-
cording to the Standing Orders, this was
the proper time to debate the matter.

Mr. SPEAKER could not reeollect any
Standing Qrder mandatory in that re-
spect.

Mr. BATH : The desire was that if we
did not debate the matter now, there
would be no limitation later on in ex-
pressing actually the same views that one
might express on the motion “that the
Speaker do leave the Chair.” Otherwise,
he was willing to fall in with the Trea-
surer and wait until the actual Committee
stage.

Mr. JOHNSON: There was another
phase of the question. Why the necessity
for suspending the Standing Orders when
the Legislative Council was not sitting?
By suspending the Standing Orders, the
Government could pass the Supply Bill
through all the stages this evening; but
there was only justifieation for a motion
of this deseription being passed at the end
of the session when it was necessary to
get the Bill to another place in time be-
fore the prorogation. We had ndt arrived
at that stage now. Why therefore could
we not discuss the Bill in the ordinary
way, without suspending Standing Or-
ders? He objected to the portion of the
motion suggesting the suspension of Stan-
ding Orders, and would oppose it unless
the Treasurer gave assurance that the
Governnment were not going to rush the
Bill {hrough; because there was a lot of
information he, and probably other mem-
bers, desired; and if the Bill was rushed
1t would limit the discussion, when it was
absclutely necessary to have discussion in
arder to get all the information hon. mem-
bers desived. Was it the intention of the
Treasurer to 1ush this measure throngh,
even if the motion was passed? Could
nol the Treasurer see his way clear to
delete the eoncluding portion of the mo-
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tion, allowing the Bill to go through in
the ordinary way? .

The TREASURER: We were pursuing,
the eowrse adopted in times past.

Mr. Johnson: (Food gracions ! Were
we always going to have this trotted out?

The TREASURER: If the hon. mem-
ber had patience, one could satisfy him;
bat the hon. wmember was so impatient
that he would not await explanation. If
we proceeded as the hon. member sug-
gested and took the measure stage by
stage, we would need fo let a day elapse
between each Committee stage; and the
chances were that it would take fo
the end of next week to get the
Bill through. The Legislative Council.
had adjourned till Tuesday, but surely
members would not wish to be de-
tained a week longer than neces-
sary in order to allow a day to come be-
tween the Committes stages of this mea-
sure, The Bill must go to the Legislative
Council, and it was our wish to have it
finished either to-day or to-morrow in
order to reach the Legislative Couneil on
Tuesday. There was no desire to rush it
through, The hon. member could have all
the information he wanted, and all that
was available.

Mr, Johnson: Was there any intention
to rush the measure throngh to-night?

The TREASURER: Not necessarily.
If the hon. member showed good cause
why certain stages should be held over
till to-morrow, the request might be met.
There was no intention to force the mea-
sure through, but if the House chose to
pass the Bill to-night the Government
wished so to pass it. At any rate, il was
the desire fo pass the measure ‘at latest
to-morrow, in order that it would be avail-
able for_the Upper House to consider on
Tuesday.

Question put and passed.

In Committee of Supply.
My, Daglish in the Chair,
The TREASURER moved—
That there be granted to His Majesty

on account of the services of the year
1908-9, a sum mol exceeding £1,065,967,

He said: In moving this motion I may
briefly explain to the Committee that we
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are asking for four months’ supplies,
sufficient money to earry on the services
of the State until the end of the month
of October. It is well within the knowledge
of wmembers that Parliaments may come
and Parliaments may go, but His Ma-
jesty's Departments have to be adminis-
tered and carried on whether there is a
Parliament sitting or not. We will he,
unfortunately, in that position very
shortly when we shall have to appeal
to the electors for re-election. Meantime
His Majesty’s Ministers must carry on
the affairs of the State; and to carry
themn on satisfactorily we naturally re-
quire the sanetion and authority of Par-
liament to expend certain moneys. The
nsual plan has been adopted in this in-
stance, although we have taken rather
more care in estimaiing the requirements
by taking the last year’s Estimates of
expenditure as .a basis, and in this in-
stance members will nolice that in nearly
every ecase one-third of the estimated ex-
penditure with regard te the various de-
partments has been put down on this
temporary Supply Bill as the amount
which we ask the sanction of this House
to expend. In eonnection with this
matter the several departments have been
approached, and they have all approved
of the estimates approximately made
here.  In addition to that the estimated
expenditure on works from loan funds,
which appearzs on the last sheet of the
schedule, has .been very carefully esti-
mated by the officers of the Works De-
pariment. The works to be carried out
are those which are now in progress, and
it is not anticipated, nor do I think i¢
would be proper, that the Government
should commence any works during the
interval we shall be absent from the
House. The Government will commence
no werks that have not been authorised
by Parliament. .

Mr. Johnson: Will yon make any pro-
mises of starting works?

The TREASURER: I am not making
any promises at all.

afr. Seaddan: But yon will later on.

The TREASURER: I am pointing
out that it is proposed, during the time
the hon. member will be absent from the
House—for I am sure he will be here
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again when we meet—that we shall carry
on the works which he and others
have authorised to be constructed. The
works proposed are chiefly railways now
under construetion, We have the Cool-
gardie-Norseman Railway, which is now
being proceeded with, and the extension
of the Donnybrook-Preston Railway,
which 1s  well in hand. There is the
Ravensthorpe Railway, balances of con-
traet which have to be provided for and
pavments to contractors. And lhen
there is a sum of money to e provided
for the Mount Magnet-Black Range Rail-
way, and for the Narrogin Railway, A
considerable sum is estimated, in all scie-
thing like £02,000 is required, for the pur-
chase of rails and fastenings to make
a commencement with these railwayvs.
Then there is the northern railway from
Port Hedland to Marble Bar, which has
heen authorised by this House. There are
also works in connection with harbour
and river improvements, water supply
and sewerage, and a sum of money must
be provided in ovder that the expenses
in connection with these works may he
met and wages paid. Under “Develop-
ment of Agrieulture” are the nsunal items
that appear on the last financial vear’s
Estimates — immigration, ving-barking,
drainage, rabbit-proof netting. and the
purchase of live-stock; adepting broadly
the poliey in whieh my friend who has
contre] of that department has succeeded
so well during the past twelve or eighteen
months, importing stoeck to provide our
settlers on deferred terms with the cattle
and sheep that they require.

Mr, Johnson: What is the proposed
expenditure on immigration out of this%

The TREASURER: The item is
£2,700, and if the hon. member turns up
the Estimates he wil] see this is approxi-
mately one-third of what was voted last
wear, The other items I have not men-
tioned specifieally are all embraced in
last vear’s Estimates, and it is unneces-
sary for me to go into them now. It is
proposed to carry on the several depart-
ments as they have heen administered
during the past twelve months. Tt is not
proposed to spend one penny more than
15 necessary in the efficient conduet of
the departments; and although we ask
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the House to vote up to one-third, -in
every case the strictest economy will pre-
vail as heretofore, and Ministers will take
care, as they have done in the past, that
every pound that ean be saved will be
saved. In view of the faet that we are
now entering on a stage when the Com-
monwealth Government are determined to
expend the whole of their one-fourth—
which means a considerable sum of
money, something like £35,000 or £40,000
more than has been taken in the past—
in view ol that fact we have to be very
careful indeed and watch every pound
before expending it. That is exactly the
pusition to-day, :

Mr. Bath: You say this is one-third.

The TREASURER: Approximately,
in nearly every case. That is the posi-
tion to-dax. We could do no other.
Memnbers see it wounld be hmpossible to
get the books balanced and the accounts
ont and proper estimates submitted to
this Parliament for the whole of the fin-
ancial year ; and were 1t possible, I
hardly think it would be quite proper,
seeing that Parliament will go out of ex-
istence almost immediately, and the new
Parliament has to be elected. Tt is only
right and fair, and I imagine only fol-
lowing the usudl precedent, to delay the
Estimates, if we may call it delay—it is not
delay, it & a postponement of the full
Estimates—unti]l Parliament meets again.

Mr. Johmson: Do yon expect the new
Parliament to meet in October ?

The TREASURER: 1 expeet it to
meet in November.

Mr. Johnson: This will not ecarry you
over Hll then,

The TREASTURER: It will carry on
till the end of October; it is for July,
August, September, and Qctober.

Mr. Jolkmson: Why not take five
monihs and be sure?

The TREASURER: Because the hon.
member would be the first to object. If T
had asked for five months money when I
only want four, the first member who
wonld have taken the strongest objection
would have been the hon. member him-
self.

Mr. Johnsan: All T wanted to get was
an idea when the elections are likely to
come off.
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The TREASURER: The hon. member
can form bhis own conclusion now. I
wmove the motion which I have read.

Mr, T. H. BATH (Brown Hill): In
regard to this proposition, as has been
pointed ont by the Treasurer, it is on
preecisely similar lines to what has usually
been the course in previous years; and
although on many occasions the wish, in
fact the general desire, has been ex-
pressed by members in this Chamber that
the Estimates should be presented earlier
in order to avoid this necessity of voling
money in the dark, we do not appear to
et away frem the old precedent estah-
lished.

The Treasurer: Yon
change your financial year.

Mr. BATH: One would have thought
such a financial genins as the Treasurer
would have been equal to such a slight
task as that. The Treasurer has heen
very anxious to point out that in drawing
up these Estimates, especially from the
point of view of expenditure from Con-
solidated Revenue, the Government have
exercised due rvegard to their intention
to cut down expenses az mueh as possible.
But so for as those items which have heen
submitted to this House arve concerned, it
seems to me it is only what the Govern-
ment have been doing throughout the past
three years, that is merely saving ex-
penditure from Consolidated Revenue by
transferving it to General Loan Fund.
We ave told that these Estimates are for
four months, that is one-third of the es-
timated expenditure for the whole year,
We have £832,684 supply asked for from
the Consolidated Revenue, and that only
represents a total expendittwre of
£2,498,000, or practically two and a-half
millions. Even with all the large econ-
omy that ean be effected, the Government
will have to expend £100,000 or £200,000
over the three million pounds. And on
the other hand we have an estimated loan
expenditure of £233,283; that, being es-
timated at one-third of the loan expendi-
ture, wonld make a total of £699,849 for
the whole year. Surely that is in excess
of the loan expenditure of last year, in
excess of the expenditure by this Govern-
ment for 1906-7 and for the year 1905-6.

will have to



150 Supply Bill (Message) :
It seems to me it is merely a question of
transferring expendifure from Revenue
Aceount to General Loan Fund. [Mr.
Holman: That is what they call balane-
ing]. In connection with these Esti-
mates from General Loan Fund we find
there is only an amount of £5,000 for de-
velopment of goldfields and mineral re-
sources. If that represents one-third of
the total expenditure for the year, it
means there will be only £13,000 spent
on that item. [Mr. Collier: That is
what was spent last year]. No; the
amount was greater than that. As we
know, the Government in the past two
years have made no pravision from vev-
enne for assistance to mining, and it looks
as if this is to he the only amount to be
devoted to that purpose. As a compari-
son, there is the sum of £20,860 for “De-
velopment of Agrieulture”; and we are
informed by the Treasurer that included
in this total from the loan vote is an
item for “Immigration.” In view of the
existing eirecumstances, and in view of
what can anly be termed a misrepresenta-
tion of the Government, I do emphatie-
ally protest against loan funds being used
for this purpose. We have the Govern-
ment advertising not ouly in the local
papers but also in the home papers, that
they are ready to lend assistance to bring
farm lahourers to Western Australia.
At one time we were assured hy the Pre-
mier that all they desired to do was to
bring men - with money to go on the land,
but we find now they are bringing out
farm labourers under the absurd plea
‘that they are enming out to learn farming.
These men, who work for five shillings a
week and their “tucker,” in some instan-
ces are taught no farming but are put to
the work of clearing the land, and thus
prevent the local men, who depend on
that work for their living, from obtaining
employment. Tt is in consequence of
this that we now have the unemployed
trouble. [Flon. F. H. Piesse: Give some
instances of this}., Let the hon. mem-
ber look up some of the advertisements
in the papers and he will soon find out
whether or not T am corrvect. Tt is said
that we are to teach these immigrants
farming; but as a matter of fact they

are only taught hard work and to do that
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at a much cheaper rate than the iocal
worker. It would be wrong to use von-
solidated revenue for that purpose; but
the wrong is doubled when we pledge
the country for it, when we build up its
indebtedness and inerease the interest and
sinking fund burden by spendiny such
money to bring men out here under false
pretences with the result of swelling the
ranks of the unemployed. Ax a protest,
I am going to move for a reduetion in
that item. Apart from that, I cannot
see why wembers of the House, whether
on the Ministerial or Opposition side,
should he put to the necessity of guessing
from any remarks of the Treasurer when
the elections will take place. It is the
duty of the Premier to take the House
into his confidence and give them some
ides, straightforwardly, as to when he
proposes to hold the eleetions. Surely
there is no reason- for secreey.

The Premier: How could we know
when the Houze would finish? Did you
think the debate on the Address-in-Reply
would be finished last night? 1T did not
think it would be finished for another
week or so—that some members would zo
on making electioneering speeches.

Mr. BATH: I can assure the Premier
that if there is any willingtess to make an
arrangement, members of the Opposition
will be agreeable to meet the members of
the Manisterial party and the Premier with
a view to trving to decide this issue. so
that we will be able to have a fair field
and no favour, a straightforward fight.
Apart from that we reengnise. in view nf
existing cireumstanees, that the Govern-
ment must get supply, and that one ean-
not offer ohjection to the proposal of the
Treasurer to secure supply in  order to
carry on departments in the usual way
pending the election of a new Parliament
and the passing of the usual Estimates.

Mr. J. SCADDAN (Ivanhee): T wish
to draw attention to the ruling given by
the Chairman last session, when a similar
Bill was under discussion in Committee.
When we arrived at the Schedule for the
General Loan Fund, the Chairman ruled
that no item could be reduced owing tfo
the total sum having been passed in Clause
1 of the Bill. Do I understand that if we
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pass this elause now, we will have no op-
portunity of reducing the items or pro-
testing against them? .

The CHAIRMAN: The present pro-
posal is to grant supply to the amount of
£1,065,967. If that supply be granted, it
will be impossible later on to diminish the
vote.

My, JOHNSON: Then is it imperative
for us to diseuss Clause 1 and come to a
decision before we reach the schedules? or
can the Committee deal with the different
divisions and then decide the amount to be
passed? At present we are placed tn an
awkward pesition,  We want to discuss
the schedules, but we will be debarved
from taking definite aetion, and will be
talking merely for talking sake and be
able to do nothing, after we have onee
passed the full amount. 1 uanderstand
from you that we cannot reduce any am-
ount onee the total has been passed. The
Leader of the Opposition has signified
that he wants to reduee one items as a pro-
test against spending loan funds vu immi-
gration. If we pass Clause 1 he cannot
propose to reduce that vote. Will you as-
sist the Committee so that we can have an
opportunity to deal with the sehedules
without being as it were gagged by the de-
cision arrived at last year?

The CHAIRMAN: My duty is to ad-
minister the Standing Orders as they ap-
pear to me, and to follow the procedure
laid down therein. The existence of the
schedules in this Bill is somewhat of an
anomaly. The sehedules are really equi-
valent to a return published for the pur-
pose of informing members of the inten-
tions of the Government if supply is eon-
ceded. Tt would be more satisfactory if
the information supplied in the schedules
to Supply Bills were published as returns,
and not made part of the Bill, for I am
afraid members are liable to be misled by
the puablieation of information in the form
of schedules. The formal putting of the
schedules from the Chair necessarily leads
members to the conelusion that they might
be alterable. T am unnable to find any jus-
tifieation for deciding that the schedules
are alterable, onee the supply has been
granted. The time for an amendment to
be made is when. in Committee of Supply,
the amount is being disenssed,
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Mr. Johnson: Can we move an amend-
ment in Committee of Ways and Means to
the effeet that the total, instead of being
£233,000 shonld be £232,000%

The CHATIRMAN: No; the present
question is te grant a sum not exceeding
£1,065,967. OQf course an amendment iz
receivable from any member to reduce
that gross amount. The Committee can
reduce supplies by any particular amount
they choose; but after the Committee of
Supply have agreed to the amount, it is
impossible for a farther amendment to be
considered.

My, W. C. ANGWIN: I wish to obtain
information from the Treasurer or the
Minister for Mines as to whether it is the
intention of the Government to consider
at an early date the question of rendering
assistanee from the mining vote to those
engaged in developing the mining of the
baser metals. 1We all know the goldfields
are subsidised in many ways; but when we
eome to mining for tin, eopper, lead, etce-
tera, it is found there is nothing whatever
done tu assist those persons whe wish to
develop mines of that description. [Mr.

Holman: What about Kaufman’s Rail-
way?] I am not now dealing with the

question of railways. They ave built all
over the State, and wost of the ines have
been developed by the railways. The
mines are alse subsidised in other ways,
for where there are no railways and no
crushing facilities the Government erect
batteries. Is it possible during the nexi
three o1 four months for the Government
to take into considevation the advisability
of subsidising, by way of smelter, or
otherwise, a large number of mines in the
North-West? Considering the present
priee it is absolutely impossible for the
mines engaged in producing the baser
metals to become properly developed un-
less some assistance is provided by the
Government.  The Government subsidise
the prospector for gold by assisting to
build batteries, and similar enconragement
should be given to the miners of the baser
metals. It would be well indeed if the
Government granted assistanee to those
wishing to develop mines in the North-
West. I believe the Minister has been ap-
proached in this directiom and T eontend
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that either a bonus or a subsidy should be -

granted to those who are trying to develop
the mines in the North-West.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory): The question the member
has raised is one that has received and is
still reeeiving a good deal of consideration
at the hands of the Government, What
he desives to knuw is whether efforts will
be made with a view of assisting to some
extent those engaged in tin mining, and
copper mining in the North and XNoxth-
‘Western portions of the State. Some time
ago we recognised the necessity of inguir-
ing into matters affecting the North-West,
and T went very fully into the question of
what was best to be done for the purpose
of trying to assist tin mining at Green-
bushes and copper mining at Roebourne,
Pilbarra, Onslow, and at any of the in-
land towns. There are big possibilities
for ecopper mining in Western Australia,
and time after time we hear of huge de-
velopments. Only recently I had the
pleasure of seeing fine looking lodes, 50
or 60 miles this side of Wiluna, carrying
a very high percentage of copper.
This place at the present time is with-
out railway conimunieation. At the
Anaconda I believe it is the intention of
the people there to bring their ores down
to the coast .for smelting. Efforts have
been 1nade to induece peaple to ereet small
smelters, or to try to make arrangements
with the shipping companies, by giving
facilities to get the ore hrought down
cheaply. I saw the shipping companies
and they at once offered to bring ore
down from Port Hedland to Fremantle
for 10s. a ton. 1 may say, in dealing
with a question of this nature, it must
be remembered that there is not only
Port Hedland, but Roebourne and Ons-
low, where eopper ore might be taken io
Fremantlee. We asked Mr. Singlair,
when investigating the question of the
North-West trade, to go fully into this
matter independently of any port. Cer-
aldtan might he considered a betier place
for the treatment of these ores than even
Fremantle. Up to the present, however,
we have not had that report and we have
given no decision with regard to appli-
cations that have been made. Two of
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these were made to the Mines Depart-
ment. One was that a sum of money
should be advanced by way of a loan—
£2,000 it was—and in consideration of
getting that advance the people promised
to spend an equal amount. They were
to undertake the treatment of the ores
at the same rates as are charged by the
simelters in the Eastern States, In the
other application it was suggested that
we shoutd give assistance, or whether we
wave assistanee or not a houus inight
be given of so mueh per ton on the
quantity smelted, in order that they might
be induced to start operations. [ went
fully into the matter, and then I passed
these papers on to the Premier tu allow
him to deal with them; I was going
away at that time. TUp to the present
time ne negotiations have been entered
into and we have done nothing. We
want first to see the report in regard to
the shipping faeilities on the North-West
coast, and to inquire farther into the ap-
plications being made to the Department
to see which wonld be the best scheme to
evolve. TUntil the report has come to
hand, I shall do nothing. I am desirous
of giving facilities becanuse I recognise
that there is a great quantity of ore that
be treated at Fremantle or some-
where else. There are great oure buodies
in the Roebourne distriet, and with cheap
freight facilities I think it would he pos-
sible to have these treated more cheaply
at Geraldton, or even Fremantle, than
would be the ease in the northern parts of
the State. But as I have =aid, we have
not come to any decision vet. I ean as-
sure bon. members that T ant very desir-
ous of assisting the haser metal industry,
and hon. membhers ean vest quite satis-
fied that the Government will do every.
thing in reason with the view of getting
manyv of those mines in the far North
re-worked,

Mr, W.'D. JOHNSON: Seeing that
we must diseuss the motion now, there
are one or two items I desire to get some
information on. In speaking on the Ad-
dress-in-Reply, I drew special attention to
the position of our gotdfields water sup-
ply, and I regret to say that the Minister
up to date has not replied in any way



Supply Bill (Message) :

-outlining the position of the Government
in eonpection with that matter, and the
Pproposal te supply the metropolitan area.
I do not propose to let any opportunity
pass in the effort to get some definite
announcement from the Government on
this question. I made some remarks in
conneetion with the goldfields water sup-
ply when speaking on the Address-in-
Reply, and I could have made them con-
siderably more alarming than I did. But
I again impress on the House the abso-
lute necessity of taking more interest in
the administration of our goldfields water
.supply. As I stated, I have the utmost
confidence in the officers administering
that scheme, but the trouble is that cer-
tain difficulties that weve not anticipated
by the engineers at the outset have to be
faced at the present time and are entail-
ing a considerable increase in expendi-
tore, much beyond what was originally
antieipated. I bave outlined the difficul-
ties that are being experienced in connec-
tion with the main conduit. The engin-
eer in his report refers to it very defi-
nitely. It is true that his language is
moderate, but we have to besr in mind
that his report necessarily minimises the
diffiealty, He is not going to let the
people know the maximum diffieulty,
but we as members responsible to the
country for the expenditure in connee-
tion with this scheme, should have more
information than has been given to us.
In order to impress upon members the
magnitude of the difficulty that-is being
experienced, I would refer them to page
19 of the engineer’s reeent report, in
which he states:—

“As anticipated, the expenditure on
the maintenance of the 30-inch main
shows a considerable increase. It has
been at the rate of £40 5s. 2d. per mile
of main, the total for the year being
£14,151 (exclusive of reserve) as
against £7,838 for last year—an in-
crease of B0 per cent.”

Mr. Gull: Is that due to the packing
outside the pipes?

Mr. JOHNSON: If the hon. member
will read the report he will see to what it
is due. The maintenanece of that year
increased 80 per cent.,, and we are now
on the verge of a serious diffienlty. The
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engineer also points out that the pump-
ing expenditure has increased by 4% per
cent., and he states that the incrensed
pumping is due to the corresion and
nodules that ave being formed inside the
30-inch main. The friction is greater, -
and as this inereases, I am strongly of
the opinion that the pumps will not be
equal to foree the water through the
mains, eonsequently we will have te instal
new pumps between those that are already
erected. If this goes on, the pumps
will not be equal to the work, and in
order to provide for difficulties that are
facing us—due to eorrosion and possibly
mains bursting—it may be, indeed it will
be, necessary to establish new storage
reservoirs on the goldfields. When we
realise this and when we see that the
burden is increasing on the taxpayer, it
is absolutely necessary that we should
face this diffienlty and face it at once.

The burden on the taxpayer this
year is to Dbe £01,700. That is
an enormous amount. And there 18§

another phase of the guestion that hon.
members will want inforwmation about,
and that is the faet that the water is
josting the taxpayers of this State 7s.
3% d.; and we are selling it to the Great
Boulder mine—a dividend-paying pro-
position—at 1s, 6d. a thousand gallons.
It is an alarming position when we rea-
lise the fall in the revenue. T am not
casting a reflection on the Minister or the
administration, but I want the House
and the couniry to realise what we have
to faee in connection with this water
The
burden is getting greater on the taxpayer
and it will inerease. There is no stop-
ping it. I am emphasising this beeansé
we lave an agitation for an improved
water supply for the metropolitan area.
In face of the difficulties I have men-
tioned tbe consumption on the goldfields
ts decreasing in spite of the faet that
agricultural areas have been supplied
latelv. I am more than pleased at the
extensions that bave been made tfo the
agricultural districts; the water that is
being consumed there has only just about
counterbalanced the fall in the goldfields
consumption, I want the Government to
make an aonouncement that they will nof
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burden this State with the eost of an
extra water supply. I want them to see
that there i# an absolute necessity to
seriously view this position even now,
and get away from the Canning scheme.
1 want to see the metropolitan area
supplied from Mundaring. We find
that the supply at Mundaring is
after all  very  mueh greater than
anyone antivipated. During the sum-
mer months a number of springs have
been runming, and the quantity of the
water these poured into the weir more
than compensated for what was taken
out of it. 1 hope the Minister for Works
will take the opporiunity of making some
announcement before the debate ends.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
d. Price}: 1 am suve the hon. mewmber
will understand that it the opportunity had
presented itself I would have dealt fairly
fully with this question when the Ad-
dress-in-Reply was before the House.
However, as the question has been raised
now, I will make one or two eomments
upon it. The hon. member must not talk
sz though he had made a discovery in
ennnection with this matter. The officers
of the Nepartment have been well aware
that this has been going on, and I waonld
very much regret if the idea got abroad
that ne steps were being taken to remedy
the position, which undoubtedly is a
serjious one. Il wonld bhe wrong for me
1o say that the matier was of no import-
ance whatever. At the present moment
it is reeeiving the fullest investigation,
and T venture to think that something
will soon te done. Tn so far as the ex-
ternal corrosion of the main is eoneerned
we have already opened up about 14
milez, and T think we have that trouble
completely in hand. We have had the
soils analysed, and find that external
corrosion i golng on more partieularly
in those portiens of the main going
through land retentive of moisture. So
far as possible we are leaving the main
where we have opened it up elear, and
have coated it with tar and hessian. T
helieve we have the trouble well in hand,
and that we have not much to fear in
the way of external eorrosion. But in the
matler of internal corrosion we are on
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different ground altogether; it is a much
more serious problem. No doubt the in-
ternal eorrosion has been going on inside
lhe main for some considerable time, and
we have beeoine aware of it because
of the inereasing head, more particu-
larly at No. 7 puwmping station. Mr.
Reynoldson, the Engineer in Charge of
the Goldfields Water Supply, who was in
the early part of this year in America,
made inquiries there with a view to as-
ceriaining if this state of affairs was ob-
taining in eonneetion with any of the
American water supplies, and what steps .
were heing taken tu obviate it. He aseer-
tained that at Rochester, where, speaking
from memaory, there is a 30in. main 28
miles long, exactly the same problem has
avisen: and I ventare to think that after
making comparisons as o the informa-

{ion obtained on this difficulty, we are
somewhat ahead of them. But this
encrustation, we believe, will probably

not inerease beyund
Mr, Revnoldson

a certain point.
has in operation cer-

tain  experiments to determine the
question. We believe the encrusta-
tion will get to a certain thickness,

and that then the extea veloeity of the -
water due to forcing the water through
a smaller main will tend to keep it down
and prevent inerease.  The experiments
ave nat eompleted. and wiil prebably take -
another three ar four weeks, but I think
the probahility is that we have reached
the limit in the matter of the inerease of -
head. I cannot say with certainty, but
if it be so, there will be na reason to in-
crease the pumping plant. But there is
a still more serious matter to deal with.
TUnderneath each of these nodules there
is a certaim amount of corrosion going -
on in the maim itself. Various sug-
westions have heen made as to the cause.
It mavy be due to the action of
chemicals in the water or to.electrolytie
aetion, The qnestion is now being investi-
wated by the Engineer in Charge. He
is consulting with various scientific officers -
of the Government departmenis on the
point, and I expect in the very
future to have a recommendation from
him. Personallv. I do not think that
the encrustation is going to inerease much
more, and I think probably we shall not

near -
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require any inerease in our pwmping sta-
tions. If such should unfortunately be
the case, we have surplus plant already
in hand, so that there will be no necessity
for the Government to go into a huge
expenditure for machinery. However, 1
regard the internal corrosion going on
undemeath these nodules as a serious pro-
blem, and every effort is being made to
ascertain the cause, and also determine, if
possible, what method can be arrived at
. for checking it. I saw Mr. Reynoldson
a week or iwo ago, and it may be I shall
have to ask the Government to call in
the advice of outside experts on this
matter, but as yet I have not made np my
mind on the point. Now, I would like
to refer to one or two extraneous matters
“to which the hon member has called atten-
tion. He has called attention to the fact
that the Great Boulder management are
being supplied with water at 1s. 6d. per
1,000 gallons. The hon. member should
have made it clear that this is only por-
tion of the water being supplied to the
Great Boulder mine, and that it is not
water used in the treatment of ore.
Mr, Johnson: It is water that eosts us
"5, 3d.
The MINISTER: It is not water that
-¢osts ms 7s, 3d. That is just the point.
1 contend that our pumping costs to the
goldfields being under ls.—[Mr. Sead-
dan: Maintenance and working costs
only?]—if I ean open up an absolutely
new avenue of wafer consumption on the
goldfields, which can be only got by sel-
ling the water at less than 2s., and which
cannot be opened up if I charge 2s. 6d.,
I am justified in opening it ap, because
I showld get approximately 1s. per
1,000 gallons on water so supplied, which
at 2s. 6d. T could not possibly get,
towards the interesf and sinking fund
charges on the ° seheme. That is
exactly the position. The mines on
the goldfields in the past have been dis-
tributing their vrefuse hy meehanical
means, but the Great Boulder manage-
ment eame to me and said if I could sup-
ply them with water at 1s. 6d. they would
do away with their mechanital means of
getting rid of the refuse.
Mr. Stuart: They are getting gold ont
- of that water,
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The MINISTER: They are not get-
ting gold out of that water; the hon.
member knows it perfectly well; and I
make the statement advisedly that the
Great Bonlder are not getting a serap of
gold out of the water.

Mr. Stuart: Then someone else is.

The MINISTER: I know the Great
Boulder are not. They are being sup-
plied with water at 1s. 6d. in order that
it may replace the mechanical means of
getting rid of the refuse. That is the
sole reason. It is no use the hon. mem-
ber looking sceptical ahout the matter;
that is exactly what is happening. I
should be only too delighted to put the
papers on the table explaining the whole
matter. If I could make G6d. or 7d. profit
over and above pumping expenses I felt
that T was justified in doing this, hecause
doing it meant at all events there was
some assistauce towards veducing the in-
terest and sinking fund charges. The
member for Guildford also said that the
Government should make some announce-
ment in connection with the Metropoli-
tan Water Sopply. With all due re-
spect to the hon, member, T do not think
that the time is yet quite ripe for making
an announcement. I will explain this.
During the past 12 months the position
has materially altered, a =et of cirenm-
stanees having been set up by reason of
the increased metering we have under-
taken which very mueh maodifies the ponsi-
tion as it presented itself last year. Let
me put it this way. Speaking from
memory, in 1906 we had something like
32 per cent. of services in the metropoli-
tan area metered. To-day we have some-
thing like 51 or 52 per cent. Again, the
inerease in the two years in the number
of services, that is new connections, is
something like 3,000. But despite this
fact, owing to the inereased meterage
which checked the waste last summer, in
the six months of last summer our
eonsumption of water was 85 million
gallons less than it was in the corres-
ponding six months of the previous year,
showing that the poliey initiated by my
eolleague the Treasurer when he was
Minister for Works has beeo successful.
This deereased eonsumption now gives us
time to look around and thoroughly in-
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vestigate this question, and it has some
bearing on the question of supply. The
hon. member made a remark in the House
the other night and I disputed its accu-
racy. He made a stateruent that it was
owing to the fact that his professional
advisers were against the bringing of a
main down to Perth when he was in office
that he did not put that main down. Now,
as a matter of fact the hon. member had
a seheme put before him by one of the
engineers of the Goldfields Water Supply
administration, and that scheme provided
for the distribution of 4 million gallons
of water between Midland Junetion and
Perth, including both places, and it could
have been carvied out. if I remember
aright, for £78,000. It was put before
the hon, member when Minister as a ques-
tion well worthy of his consideration.

Mr. Johnson: By whom?

The MINISTER: By the Engineer for
the Gaoldfields Water Supply Adminis-
tration.

ir. Joltnson : But what was
opinion of the other engineers ?

The MINISTER: At all evenis the
lon, member had one capable and quali-
fled engineer to put this proposition be-
fore him, but then lie was a vesponsible
individval, with responsibilities of  office
upan him, and he did not then talk in the
reckless and cocksure way he does now,
With his minutes on the file I thoroughly
agree. The hon. member felt the weight
of responsibility and the diffieulty of his
position, and did not offer those dogmatic
aopinions to which he now treats us on this
question of the Metropolitan Water Sup-
ply. The hon. member recognized that
the possibilities of an inerease in the eon-
sumption in the metropolitan area were so
great that the reserves which he had at

the

Mundaring might be useless and alte-

gether too small within eight or ten years’
time. That has been one of the ques-
tions that has faced the Government.
The faet that this inereased meterage
has reduced the consumption so mueh is
to my mind another phase of the ques-
tion, and may make the project which the
hon. member now advocates one whieh is
more feasible. Owing to the reduced
eonsumption in the metropolitan area I
think we now have time to look into this
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question, but 1 ask members who have
not carefully gone into the question of
water supply for the wmetropolitan area,
not to form fixed opinions about the mat-
ter without giving it the most careful in-
quiry. 1t is one of the most difficult prob-
lems for solution the Government have
in hand, but I ean inform the House that
the Government are approaching the:
question with no preconceived opinions,
and that we have an open mind upon it,
and are determined to recommend to the
eountry what we believe to be the best
and most business-like proposition,

Mr. W. D. JOHNSQON: There is one
portion of the Minister’s remarks to
which I take strong exeeption. It was.
not  neeessary  for him to he so .pro-
nouneced as to eontradiet me in the House -
the other night. [ repeat the statement
that the engineers who reported on the
propesition to bring water from Mundar-
ing to Perth were undoubtedly against it.

The Minister for Works: I do not say
that there may not have been engineers
who advised in that respeet, but I came-
across ope file within the last day or twe
showing that a vesponsible engineer put
up this proposition for the hon. member.

Mr. JOHNSOXN: 1 will explain. I
went in as Minister for Works with the
fixed determination to bring the Mundar-
ing water to Perth. At that time the
matter had not been hrought prominently
before the attentinn of the publie, but
the West .lustralion newspaper was de-
cidedly opposed to the proposition, and
many memhbers of this House were op-
posed to it, thongh the goldfields had not
seriously considered it. Consequently,
if I had taken up the proposition at tha
time, I would have had to face the pos-
sibility of hostile eviticism from the pub-
lic and the Press. 8o T started off by
asking the Engineer for the Goldfields
Water Supplv to preparve me an outline
of the cost of a scheme I had in mind,
It is true that the report he pre-
pared was decidedly and emphatically in
support of bringing the Mundaring water -
to Perth; because Mr. Reyncldson, who
was then and is now the engineer, has
always been, with the seeretary for the -
Goldfields Water Supply, a consistent ad-
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vocate of bringing the Mundaring water
to Perth. [The Minister for Works :
Mr. Reynoldson was on the Commission
that reported a few months ago]. At
any rate, at that time Mr. Reynoldson
was an advoeate of bringing Mundaring
water to Perth, and I think he is an ad-
vocate of it to-day. But I could not take
the report of one engineer; I had my
Engineer-in-Chief to consult; and the re-
port was sabmitted to him and to Mr.
Oldlam, the Engineer for Water Supply
in the Public Works Department; and an
opinion was also ascertained from Mr.
Faulkner, the Engineer in connection
with the Metropolitan Water Supply ;
and I found that those engineers were
decidedly against Mr. Reynoldson’s re-
port, and that I could only have brought
the proposition to this House with the
favourable report of one engineer, who
eould possibly have been said to be an in-
terested partv because he was engineer
to the proposition that could have its
consumption increased by supplying
Perth. So when I faced the whole posi-
tivn, T do not think I even submitted it fo
Cahinet,

The Minister for Works:
did.

Me. JOHNSON: I may bave done so,
but I did not think at the time that I
could have a possible chance of suceess-
fully earrying out the proposition. Coun-
seruently as the agitation was going on to
supply Midland Junetion and Guildford,
that influenced me to go on with the
bigger question. The major portion of
the report was against me, consequently
I had to drop it, with the result that I
only put in the small main to supply Mid-
land Junction and Guildford with water.
I regret that the Minister should go to the
length of saying that T made a misstate-
ment. I know what the Minister bad in
his mind, that the engineer of the Gold-
tields Water Supply favoured it, and that
is =0, but the other engineers were against
it. T want to get back to the supply of
water to the Great Boulder mine. I am
of opinion that the Minister has made
an error of judgment in supplying
water at such a low price. The Minister
stated at the outset that if he can get a
new channel of consumption he shounld

Yes, you
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take it, provided that it showed a profit
over the pumping cost, which I thing is
10d. per thousand gallens.
The Minister for Works:
avennes of consumption.

Mr. JOHNSON: The Minister must
remember he is competing against labour;
he is giving the nse of water to this mine
it order to provide a labour saving apphi-
ance, and the Great Boulder mine is dis-
charging men, consequently he is coming
into competition with labonr. When the
Minister desires to go in for new channels
of eonsumption, he should endeavour to
o intoe  those channels which will be
of some benefit to the State, and where
there will be no opposition to labour.
TWe must bear in mind what the aetunal
cost to the State is. The Minister says
“Tf T ean get a profit over the pumping
cost it is a payable proposition.” It
is not.  He must take into econsideration
the eost of pumping, the working expen-
ses, and the interest and sinking fund;
he wust bear that in mind. When look-
ing over the avenues of eonsnmption we
should see that it is of benetit to the State,
but this new avenue is showing only a
profit to the Great Boulder inine. Those
whoe have seen the work in connection
with the flying foxes for the removal of
the sands from the mines will realise
the number of hands employed in con-
neection with the process. If youn are
going to do the work by gravitation, by
using water, you do away with the labour,
and it is in consequence of the saving
that we are giving them that the water
is now being used. If it were not for
the wages we gel from the miners on the
goldfields our great mines would be prae-
tically returning us nothing. We are
selling this water to the mines praecti-
cally at a loss. We are charging 5s. 3d.
per thousand gallons to other trading con-
cerns in Kalgoorlie, where the use of
cheaper water might inerease the employ-
ment of labour.

The Minister for Warks: What trades?
Mr. JOHNSON: If the Minister looks

up the report he will see that it deals with
this phase of the question.

The Minister for Works: What par-
tieunlar trade are you referring to?

On new
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Mr. JOHNSON: It says. “trades, busi-
nesses, or manufactures not otherwise
specitied, 5s. 3d. per thousand gallons.”
The Minister for 1Works: What par-
ticular trades are you referring to?

Mr. JOHNSON: I am not particular-
ising, but i we can create trading con-
cerns by reducing the price of water why
showld we not do it? Why not reduce
the price of water for market gardens?

The Minister for Works: Do you know
what the price is for market gardens?

Mr. JOHNSON: About 2s. per thou-
sand gallons. If it were a profitable pro-
position there is some areument in favonr
of reducing the price.

Hon. F. H, Piesse: When inguiring
inte the matter in Adelaide it was said
that people could not make market gar-
dens pay with water sopplied at 6d. per
thousand gallons,

Mr. JOHNSON: Men have been strug-
gling and using the water at 2s. and mak-
ing a profit on the goldfields. e have
men on the goldfields io-day using the
water at 2s. per thousand gallons and
showing a profit. We have others who
bave failed, showing that the cost of
water was too great. We have had depu-
tations to the Government asking that the
price of water be reduced to 1s. 6d. per
one thousand gallons, but these deputa-
tions have been refused the request. This
is an avenue of consumption which wounld
be of direct benefit to the people on the
goldfields, but 1s. 6d. to the Great Boulder
is not an advantage, it 15 a disadvantage.
I am strongly of opinion that an errer of
judgment has been committed by the Min-
ister in selling water at this price. My
main objeet has been to bring the water
aquestion forward, and try to draw publie
attention to the goldfields water supply,
so that some interest will be taken in the
supply of water for the metropolitan area.
T rvegret that the Minister states that the
time is not opportune, but he must remem-
ber that only recently he appointed a
board to deal with the question.

The Minister for Works: T did not say
the time was not opportune, but owing to
the reduction of consumption we had more
time to make inquiries.

Mr. JOHNSON: On the Loan Sche-
dule an amount is to he passed for water
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supply and sewerage. Can I get from the
Minister a promise that no farther expen-
diture will be made in connection with the
Canuing proposal until the reassembling
of Parliament. If I get that promise I
am satisfied, because I know no blame is
attachable to the Minister as to the gold-
fields water supply, only that the supply
fo the Great Boulder mine has heen made
at too low a price. The officers of the
Water Supply Department are gond. and
1 know the Minister eannot be held to
blame for defects which have oveeurred,
and the corrosion of the mains. I only
drew atention to this matter to make the
eountry realise the position we are in, and
inake the people think more about it. Bnt
if we are going to have no more expendi-
ture on the Canning scheme until the new
Parliament assembles I am perfectly satis-
fied.

Mr. J. SCADDAN : There are other as-
pects of the question which should be
brought under the notice of the Minister.
One of these is the fact that while supply-
ing the Great Boulder with water at prae-
ticallv eost price, that is the cost of main-
tenance and working cost only, we must
recognise that the general consumer on the
goldfields has had to pay a priee very
much exceeding that, yet the general con-
sunter has alzo to bear his share of the
loss sustained on the general working of
the seheme, that is the sinking fund and
interest, while the Great Boulder mine,
which is a foreign owned eompany, is go-
ing to be supplied with water at very
much less than the price at whieh the
water is supplied to the general consumer.
That is the position so far as I can under-
stand it.

Mr. Bath: The reduction ought to be
shared all vound.

Mr. SCADDAN: If the reduction is
made it ought to be made all round, to
the small consumer as well as the large,
There is another aspect. While that is the
position I take up as to the Great Boul-
der, vet there is another aspect and one
on which the Minister should receive
some support, that is in the direetion of
removing these unsightly dumps of tail-
ings at present surrounding the Boulder
City. It would be an advantage both there
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and to the comfort of the people on the
goldfields, if we compelled all the com-
panies to utilise the water, which they
ean now receive at the low cost of 1s. 6d.
per one thousand gallons, to remove these
tailings from their present position.

The Attorney General: Where would
they go to?

Mr, SCADDAN: If they get enough
water up Lhere they could run the dumps
into the sea, but I believe it would be ad-
visable to compel these companies to re-
move these dumps from their present posi-
tions. A grest mistake was made when
settlement was permitted adjacent to the
mines on the eastern side of the hill. If
settlement had been allowed on the west-
ern side it would have compelled the com-
panies to place their dumps on the eastern
side, and in the summer, when the gales
btew from the west over the eity the tail-
ing dumps woeold not have been as much
discomfort to the population as at the
present Hme. The Ivanhoe mine dumps
are on the Boulder side of the mine and
I know a young fellow who was in Perth
last year for a few months, who was ex-
amined by an eminent doctor; he had not
worked in the mines at all but in a  bar-
ber’s shop, but he was told by the doetor
that he was suffering from cyanide pois-
oning. The companies onght to he com-
pelled to remove these dnmps.

Mr. Collier: These dumps are driving
the member’s constituency out of exist-
ence. .

Mr. SCADDAN: No wonder the hon.
member for Boulder smiles : he is getting
some very good constituents of mine. I
agree that when a reduction is being made
it should be made to the general consumer
as well as to any corporation such as the
Great Boulder mine, because the whole
community has to pay the loss on the
goldfields water scheme.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I may
say a few words as to the reduced price
of water to the Great Boulder mine, be-
cause guite a wrong impression might be
created if the opinion went out that a re-
duction had been made to big mines like
the Great Boulder; for the Great Boulder
pays 5s. per thousand gallons, the same as
the other eompanies in the trust, and they
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take something like one million gallons a
day. All these companies have to pay 5s.
per thousand gallons for all fthe -water
which they use for mining purposes. I
think the faets stated just now by the
member for Ivanhoe had some influence
with Mr. Hamilton in regard to taking
the water. The dumps around the mine
were getting very high, and whenever
the wind blew, people around the dis-
trict suffered much through the dust.
Mountains were being built of residues,
and the manager of the (Great Boulder
went te the Minister for Works with a
proposition and said, “If you give us
water at a little over actuaal cost of pump-
ing, we will pump our residues two
or three miles from the mine”
They undertook, if water were supplied
at the cheaper rate, to earry the stuff a
considerable distance away. It was also
promised that the water should not be
used for mining purposes, but merely
for sluicing the residues. Mr. Hamilton
said that if the deparfment supplied them
with water for that purpose alone, in-
stead of inerensing the stack of tailings
af the mine to a much greater height than
at present, all the residues would be
pumped away. TIi was eclearly under-
stood, however, that water granted for
that purpoese would not be used for min-
ing operations.  [Mr, Scaddan: They
are not carrying away the whole of their
residues now.] No; a certain quantity
of them is needed for mullock. Tt is a
pity they are not getting rid of all the
residues and vsing some of the old stack
for mullock, as were they to do so a great
eye-sore woilld be removed. The scheme,
as arvanged with the mines, is a good
one. The Minister makes about 3d. a
thousand gallons profit oter working ex-
penses by the sale of water for this por-
pose. If the water were not supplied at

. that price, the residues wonld be jllowed

to colleet near the mine instead of being
pumped away three miles distant. It is
for the betterment of the people in the
distriet and also for the advantage of
the Water Supply Department that the
arvrangement should be made. The De-
partment now get rid of an extra supply
of water at a small margin of profit

which otherwise would not be made. The
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Minister for Works spoke to me on the
matter before the compact was entered
into. T went into it thoroughly, and I
thought, with him, it was a good business
deal for the State. It would oot be a
bad plan if other eompanies would under-
take to do the same thing. By granting
this water a small profit is made, and the
result is to get rid of the huge dumps at
the Boulder mine. :

Mr. J. C. G. FOULKES: I want to
support the appeal of the member for
Guildford (Mr. Johnson), that the Gov-
ernment should not definitely decide upon
the adoption of either the Canning or
Mundaring scheme hefora the new Parlia-
ment has an opportunity of dealing with
the question. The Government must be
fully aware that this question has caused
a great deal of anxiety to the people of
Perth and suburbs and of the Fremantle
district. [Mr. Buicher: And also resi-
dents of the agricultural areas.] Yes;
“that is so. I know, and the Government
must also be well aware, that there is
considerable dissatisfaction at the adop-
tion of the Camning scheme. Many of
those who will stand as candidates at
the general elections will make this ques-
- tion a plank of their platform. I do not
intend to discuss the merits of this ques-
tion at the present time, for it is prema-
ture to decide now which scheme is right
or wrong; but I am certain there is
strong opposition to the adoption of the
Canning propesal. I hope the Govern-
ment will refrain from deciding as to the
adoption of fhat scheme until after the
general elections. Every new member
will; during the coming elections, have to
answer the question as to whether he is
in favour of the Canning scheme or not.

Mr. P. COLLIER: Yith regard to
this supply of cheap water for slnicing
purposes, at the Bounlder mine, we all ap-
preciate the generosity of Mr. Hamilton
when he expresses his willingmess that the
Government should make a profit; but
what the residenis of the goldfields want
to know is why reductions are continu-
ally being made with regard to the mines
~—[The Minister for Works: Not con-
tinnally]—whereas, during the time the
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Minister has been in charge, there has
been no reduetion in the price of water
for domestic purposes. .

The Minister for Works: That is
wrong. I have made reductions since I
have been in office in the price of water
for domestic purposes.

Mr. COLLIER : If the Department
ean supply the Boulder Mine at 1s. 6d.
a thousand gallons and still make a pro-
fit of 8d., why should the people be cotn-
pelled to pay 5s. extra? For water for
domestic purposes the people up there
are charged Bs. 8d. It would he more
heneficial to the mining industry if the
Government were to supply low-grade
shows with water at 1s. 6d., thereby per-
haps enabling propoesitions to be worked
which are now lying idle. This would be
mueh better than granting cheap water
for sluicing purposes. As to the dunmps,
it would be a good thing if all the tail-
ings were sent to Lakeside; but it is no
use for the Boulder Mine to do that while
other mines are piling up their dumps as
at present. If the mines were compelled
to send their tailings to Lakeside, it would
he a good proposition for the town of
Boulder.

The Minister for Works: We have
been in communication with other mines
in regard to adopting the same plan.

Mr. COLLIER: I hope something will
come of the negotiations.

Mr. T. WALKER: While on the ques-
tion of water supply I wish to enter my
protest, and rather a strong one, against
the differentiation going on in the Water
Supply Department. It does not seem
to me that there is any business system in
the management. The Minister will re-
member, for it is not very long ago, when
a large, and Y may say influeniial, depu-
tation from Kanowna waited on him with

- a view of getting wafer at a reduction;

not at a reduction to 1s. 6d., but at a
reduction to a price much above that, for
the purpose of treating low-grade ore in
the Kanowna disiriet generally, On that
occasion the Minister met us with a num-
ber of figures, doubtless prepared by the
officers of the depariment, from which
he showed what was required in order to
make the department pay. He told us
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«deliberately that behind the econclusions
of his officers he could not budge an
inch. The Qeputation had to go away
disappointed. YWhat was the resnlt of
thaty There was one enterprising towns-
man of Kanowna, who was working a
low-grade show, putting in considerable
capital, extraordinary energy and a vast
amount of hope, fighting against odds to
make his venture pay. He was convinced
that if he could get that reduction in the
Pprice of water the venture wounld pay;
but the Minister stood firm behind the
fignres of his department, and the conse-
quence was that an enterprise which
would have been of great benefit to Kan-
owna—for, if it had been a success, other
-ghows like it in Kanowna proper and
thronghout the distriet wonld have also
been made to pay—turned out to be a
failure. This is not an isolated case, for
I have had applications, which I have
put through the proper quarter, from
people working around Bulong and else-
where asking for similar concessions; but
in every case I was met with a blank re-
fnsal. There was one case at Bulong
where a show had to be thrown up owing
to the reduection in price of water not
being granted. These are ventures which
were earning wealth to the countryv, and
very different from a case of merely
shifiing rubbish from one place to an-
other, and the getting rid of big dumps
which are eve-sores to the Golden Mile
and perhaps objectionable in other re-
gpeets. The amount of wealth that woald
result from the working of these pro-
positions is almost impossible to esti-
mate. The wealth exists there, as T have
learned from the evidence of the best
officers of the department who have spent
their time in the distriet for the pnrpose
of ascertaining the possibilities of the
various shows. There is an enormous
amount of wealth lying idle there which
could he recovered if it were not for the
red-tape. hard and fast regulations of the
Water Supply Department. The offi-
cers of that department cannot adapt
themselves to the growing and actual
necessities of the country. The conse-
quence is that not only is the wealth
there uwnused, but al the same time the
emplovyment it wonld give to the miners
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engaged on these enterprises is lost; and
it follows that in every mining cenire
around Kanowna, with one or twe bright
exceptions, men have had to leave the
distriet and go to other places prospect-
ing. That is a wrong policy to take,
One has not to run a department of this
deseription for the ease and convenience
of the officers of the department, nor for
easy ecalenlations and easy ledger-keeping.

At 6.15, the Chairman left the Chair.
At 7.30, Chair resumed. .

Mr. WALKER: At the lhour of ad-
journment I was complaining of the lack
of management of the Water Depart-
ment under the Minister for Works. That
is not the only disadvantage which gold
miners in my distriet partienlarly have
to complain about. It so happens that
the department of the water supply is
nnder varions heads. At Paddington and
Broad Arrow the supply is controlled by
the Commissioner of Railways. The
Commissioner at one time took over the
dams that were eonstructed in the early
days of the goldfields for railway pur-
poses, on the understanding of eourse that
those who had been in the habit of using
water at these dams should be allowed to
continue to do so., But now we find that
it is with the utmost reluetance appar-
ently that the Commissioner will permit
this water to be used for ordinary pur-
poses. At Bardoe, for instance we find
the supply of water is put up almost to
4 premium, and with the ntmnst diffienlty
in the world ean the eitizens get water
from that dam even for domestie pur-
poses. The caretaker was faken away
from it only recently, the place was
not fenced in, and the people of Bardoe
desivons of using the water had perhaps
to remove articles of refuse’ and some-
times dead dogs hefore thex conld get
the water from the dam. They have had
pipes laid on, on the understanding that
the water should be supplied them ai their
small shows at a certain price. They
have repeatedly petitioned that the price
should be made light enough, at all events
for those working small shows. Appeal
after appeal has been made in vain: very
litile coucession af all has been granted
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to them for years past. I want to point
out that mining is one of our great staple
industries, It should be considered of
as mueh importanee as the development
of our agrieultural industry, We find
in the Department of Agriculture every
taeility 15 put in the way of the consumer
of water. T only read recently a speech
delivered by the Speaker in thizs House
in whieh he told ns that the water scheme
was to he extended right up to Goomal-
ling, and that the uwsual guarantee of 10
per eent, which had been stipulated by
the Minister for Works hefore the supply

should he undertaken was to be aban-’

domedl.

The Minister for Works:
some mistake.

Mr. WALKER: On whose part?

The Minister for orks: T should sav
on the Speaker’s part.

Mr. WALKER: I just want to read
a little of the speech reported in the
West Australian of Tuesday. the 28th
July. I find the Honourable the Speaker
then =aid the cost of extending the gold-
fields water scheme to Goomalling was
estimated at £23.000 and the Government
(the MMinister for Works., T presume)
had asked for a guarantee of 10 per cent.
per annum, but the people were strongly
preindiced against signing honds, Fresh
newatintions were going on at the present
time and it was possihle that the supply
would he seeured alomg the whole rounte

There was

to Goomalling withont any gunarantee
beiner asked for.
The Minister for Toerks: That is a

very different thing from what vou first
said—without a guarantee.

Mr. WALKER: T wani to know how
the Minister eould give such terms with-
out having heen in conference and having
some widerstanding and reasonable anti-
cipation of these terms being granted.
Now eould anyone occupying the posi-
tion of Speaker of this House venture
upan an assertion of that kind in an abso-
lately emphatic way if he had never been
given that assurance ? Could he have said
that without having had grounds to go
on 7 There must have been given hy the
Department the Minister for Waorks
presides  over some sort of assurance
which is lacking clinching positiveness
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and emphasis, to enable the Speaker to
utter this sentence to his audience. That
is what can he done in an agrieultural
distriet when represented by one ocenpy-
ing sueh a distinguished position as that
held by the wmember for Toodyay.
[Member: The fields have to give =
guarantee.] They have to before they
can get anything done for thew, and what
T objeet tn is this, that while a rich min-
ing company ean get water at just over
cost price of pumping, men desirous of
working small shows cannot get it at
twice the price that it is supplied to
these rieh ecompanies fur. The poor
prospeetor. the man with a promising
show it be only had water to work it
without being obliged to enter into bonds,
how much better off wonld he be. These
ponr people must guarantee so mueh per
eent. ot the working cost and guarantee
to take so many gallons. {Member: They
liave nat the influence of a DMinister.]
Tndoubtedly, nov have they the inflnence
of the Speaker. There has been dis-
crimination of an unwise charaeter, dis-
erimination that to say the least of it
is smacking of snspicion. T do not ae-
cuse the Minister of eatering purely to
Ay Hamillon becaunse he rvepresents a
rich mining eompany; T do not say that
for a moment, hut T want to know how
it is that fhe poor man working a small
show cannot get a reduetion when his
very existence depends upon a cheap
water supply, T say that there ave in-
stances that have ecome under my obser-
valion where wmen have had to desert
their shows when a reduetion in the price-
of waler wonld tova annhled them te
continne. This is naot the only difficulty
we have to contend with. Supposing s
constituent writes to me ecomplaining-
ahont the difficelty he has of geiting
waler, or cheap water, and I apply where-
T think T ought—to the Mines Depart-
ment, very quickly T am told—but some-
times I regret to say not too quickly—
that my letter has been sent on fo the-
Works Depariment, and T have to wait
anfil it has been cousidered there and’
sent back to the Mines Department..
Then eorrespendence between these two
depariments takes place hefore I get an
answer, and the answer T can generally



Supply Bill (Message) :

anticipate will be an adverse ope. Or at
another time I am told that the letter has
been sent on to the Commissionet of
Railways, and I have to wait this gentle-
man’s pleasure or the pleasure of his
officers hefore I get a reply, and almost
as certainly as not—~for what does this
department ecare about mining—I1 am
told the request ecannot be coneceded.
Another time the matter is sent on to
Mr. O'Brien for his report. His is
another department controlling some
water reservations. There are three de-
partinents all dealing with the water
supply and all connected with the mining
industry; that is to say, the mining in-
-dustry has to depend upon these three
sources of supply, and all within a few
miles of eaeh other. I venture fo think
that the red-tapeism that goes on between
-office and office and department and de-
partment, the excessive correspondence
that takes place there, and the long de-
lays, cost more to the countrv than it
would cost to reduce the water supply to
these miners. But we often get no reply
whatever, and the speectacle frequently
ocenrs of one department quarrelling
with another as to who shall pay the
piper. I have been to the Mines Depart-
ment and the request there has been con-
sidered favourably, but T have been told
“We cannot supply the water: the verquest
will have to 2o before the Minister for
Works.” T interview the Minister for
Works and he says, “Well, if the Mines
Department will pay uns out of their
Prospecting or Developmeni Vote we will
grant the concession.” TIs thal anything
like wise government? What does it
matter, so long as the conntry is benefit-
ed, whether the money eomes from the
Mines Department or from the Works
Department. This mechanieal. heartless,
thoughtless method of admmtstenng the
affairs of the eouniry to me is laughable.
Surely if the Ministry exists at all for
any purpose. it exists for the benefit of
the country and for the development of
its resources, and here we have a Minis-
ter in charge of an important department
of the State supplying water, refusing
to move unless another deparfment or
another Minister of the same Govern-
went to which he belongs will pay him
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to make the concession. There is no

doubt about it that this water should be

supplied cheaply, but the Minister for
Works says “I am not going to do it

unless the Mines Department out

of their vote pay me for it”

Governments exist for the purpose of de-

veloping the country, yet we find these

quarrels between departments.  One

blocks the other. One will not wove un-

less the other pays it to do it, TIs the

country run merely for the sake of show-

ing figures on the Estimates making a
Department pay? Is there no life or
adaptability in the Ministerial composi-
tion ? Are Ministers dead machines, -
merely to do what their officers tell them ?

Because Mr. MeNulty says “I cannot
afford to do it for less than so and so” or
“IVe have an iron 1ule to that effect,” has
not the Minister any diseretion 7 Cannot
he exercise any judgment ? DMust he just
simply be the dead, dumb automaton to
work to the strings pulled—I do not say

it disvespeetfully—hby the underlings of
his offiee ¢ That is the way in which this

country is heing governed. I notiee the

Treasurer laughs. T admit the Treasurer

has been trying fo do a bit of adminisfra-

tion, He has been trying to make a bal-

anee sheet, trving to make it look as if

the country would pav. and gaining eredit

for an apparently healthy state of affairs

hy refusing to pav the country’s debts

when they fall dwe, winning honour and

glory for himself as Treasurer by refus-

ing to meet the country’s obligation=,

The Treasurer: Rubbish !

Mr. WALKER: Why cases have come
under my own observation of thig petti-
fogging, tiddlv-winking kind of admini-
stration we have Lhad, I know it i not
eloquent language. but it suits the oeea-
gion, ([Zhe Treasurver: Lt suits the hon.
member.] I am accusing the Treasurer
on this ground. that we have had in econ-
neetion with the IKanowna Munieipal
Council. if he wants an instance. aceounts
repudiated that were due from the Trea-
sury: correspondence going on for months
in connection with it. the mistake of the
Treasury pointed out, but still delay
month after month over the settlement of
a few hundved pounds., Month after
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month goes on, but in the meantime, while
this correspondence is passing between
the eouneil and the Treasury, the Mini-
ster has the henefit of these few hundred
pounds.

The Treasurer: What is the claim ¢

Mr. WALKER : The hon. member
surely knows. :

The Treasurer: ] do not know.

Mr.- WALKER : If the hon. member
will eonsult his TUnder-Treasurer to-
morrow he will ascertain the dispute that
exists in his department in that respect.
I know. I have had two or three rows
down there in commeetion with it.

The Treasurer: Not with me.

Mr. WALKER: No; the bon. member
is unapproachable. But this is what is
being done. If the Minister will say that
it is not within his knowledge or with his
aunthority, then it only proves what I say,
that the officers of the State and not the
Ministers are managing affairs.

2'he Treasurer: Why do you not tell the
House what ave the hundreds of pounds
to which yon refer ?

Mr, WALKER: I am speaking of the
last subsidies due to the Kanowna couneil
and particularly those referring to health
matters.

The Treasurer: They bave had all their
subsidies—all they are entitled to.

Mr. WALKER: Yes; just abont now.
Bui these are accounts that should have
been paid mwonths ago. There was an
aceount to halance, an overpayment, and
the next aceount falling due was deducted
as overpaid on a previous account. I
gannot remember the exaet figures. Cor-
respondence took place on that swm which
was elaimed to be overpaid, but which
was not overpaid, and the Treasury offi-
cers had to admit that all the mistake was
theirs, This is the sort of blundering
mistakes made. Then theve is six months’
correspondence over it before the Trea-
sury gives in, and in the meantime the
Treasuver holds the sum back. It is not
in this one case, but in many. [The
Treasurer: Wrong.] There are many
eases of the kind, There is searcely a pub-
lic institution receiving subsidies in any
form from the Government with which
the samme kind of delay and eorrespond-
ence, red-tapeism if I may eall it so, has
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not taken place. [The Treasurer: They
bave all been paid monthly.] They have
not been paid when the amounts were due,
and the hon. member, if he makes any
inguiry into the department he seems to
know go little about now, will tind what
I am saving is perfeetly aceurate. I sub-
mit this is a fanlt that is geing on through
the State. 1t 1s not the Ministers who
are applving themselves to the affairs of
the country, but they are doing the:
wiachine work of merely giving their auto--
graphs to what their under seeretaries and’
subordinates have agreed upon. It is the
latter who are ruling the State, not the-
Ministers. [Mr. Holman: Did you say
ruining or raling 7]  Well, both. To-
return to the point, the only value of a
Governcent should be the concentration
of all efforts in the development of the
best interests of the country, but there
iz no spirit of that kind in the whole
business. I do admit® there are
Ministers who ean pay  attention fo
matters that sometimes look a little dubi-
ous. I am under the impression, rightly
or wrongly, with the member for Guild-
ford, that there is a likelihood of rushing
on with the water scheme to sapply Perth,
and a grave possibility, from all appear-
ances, of fthe Canning seheme being -
adopted by the Government. T submit
that matter has not been properly dis-
cussed in this House and that figures are
not before us to deal with it as it shonld
be dealt wilh. It would be not only in-
judicions but wrongful and detrimental
to the best interests of the State if this
matter were to be dealt with before a new
House ean deal with it. Tt is of grave
concern not only to the metropolis but
also io the whole of the water scheme it-
self. 1 will go farther and say that be-
fore this maiter is dealt with by the eon-
fiicting: departments that are now, if I
might say vulgarly, fiddling with i¢, all
the water supplies of this State should
be placed under one responsible body or
board responsible to this Parliament.
That should be a step taken precedent to.
any new scheme for supplying Perth with
water, I do not know whether T am wast-
ing my words on the desert air in speak-
g to a moribund Ministry in a dying
Parlitament in this wav, but T do think
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that if the Minister for Works is to con-
tinne in office he will have to get out of
the parochialism that deals purely with
ooastal matters. He will have to look to
the welfare of the mining districts as well
as to that of the coast.

Mr. Angwin: We want to be placed
on the same footing at Fremantle as the
goldficlds. :

Mr. WALKER: You are a good deal
better off. 1 do not think Fremantle can
complain of having had no eonsideration.
At all events it has had fair consideration
sometimes. Bul it is not the coast against
the goldfields; it is only the application
of a sound principle to every part of the
State. We want judgment in all these
matters, and we want Ministers to take
the rezponsibility and judgment. We do
not want indusiries languishing, the
sources of wealth neglected, becanse there
is a hard and fast rale fixed by officers of
& department with which the Minister
will not interfere in any sense or form.
We want judgment, discernment and ap-
plicability on the part of the Ministry,
and I hope that if my words do not, at
least the necessities of the case may spur
the Minister into some change in that
regard.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: After
the eloguent address we have heard from
the hon. member—a good deal of it imagi-
nation—perhaps it would be as well if T
were to give a plain statement of the re-
lationship between the Goldfields Water
Supply Administration and the Mines
Department. YWhen the Goldfields Water
Supply Aect was passed it contained a
clause at the end of the measure whereby
the Minister for Works for the time
being was made the administrator of the
scheme. 1 was not in the House af the
time and was not responsible for the pro-
vision. My personal opinion is that in
a scheme so intimately affecting the
mining industry it would possibly have
been better had the Minister for Mines
been administrator instead of the Mini-
ster for Works; for a man is usunally
chosen as Minister for Mines because he
has some special and particular know-
ledge of mining, and while it is desirable
that a man chosen as Minister for any
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department should have a genereal ac-
guaintance with the affairs of the whole
of the State, I do not think it would be
for a wmoment argued that a necessary
qnalification of a Minister for Works
should be a special expert knowledge on
nmining questions. At all events, even if
in the opinion of the member for Ka-
nowna it be desirable, I do not possess
that knowledge, nor have I ever laid
claim to it. 1 was on the goldfields pro-
bably hefore the hon, member was there,
certainly before many members on his
side of the House, and I was out in parts
of the goldfields many miles away from
the railway, so that T have some general
acquaintance withh the conditions of life
and affairs on the goldfields. But for the
time being I happen to be Minister for
Works and, not of my own volition, con-
trolling the Goldfields Water Supply Ad-
ministration, and the attitude I have taken
up has been that when any concessions
are applied for by mining companies or
prospectors using water from the scheme
these propositions and the necessity for
making concessions have heen submitted
to the Mines Departuent for expert ad-
vice. As I understand the hon. mewmber,
his complaint is that if we have A, B, (,
and I} working prospeeting shows, the
Minister for Works who administers this
scheme should in the most off-hand man-
ner make oneg man a concession of 9d, a
thousand gailons and the others eonces-
sions of varying sums, as he conceives
the cireumstances to be such that a
grealer or lesser concession is desirable.
That may do in a man’s private business,
but I venture to think that when we are
dealing with a Government department it
is absolutely necessary to have some fairly
broad prineiples whereby we can work in
fixing prices. I can well imagine what
the attitude of the hon. member would be
if he found that Jones in the Kanowna
electorate was getting water at 3s. 6d.,
especially if Jones happened to be a sup-
porter of the ,ppresent Government, and
that Brown on the other hand, who is a
supporter of the hon. member, happened
to be paving sixpence more for his water.
The righteous indignation and horror of
the hon. member when he eame to this
House could be imagined by all who
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would hear him speak. I should be a
rogue, a scoundrel, a bribel and everyihing -
bad in that case. It is therefore necessary
that the Minister for Works for his own
protection should have fairly broad and
well defined lines to go on. I contend
that we have these broad lines and that
we do differentiate between a payable
propesition aud one that is of a low-grade
natore, I say this, if there is an exeep-
tional case there is the mining develop-
ment vote whieh is under the administra-
tion of the Mines Department from which
assistance can he obtained. One would
imagine, to hear the wmember speaking,
that every mine that closes up in the
Kanowna distriet eloses up becaunse of the
high price of water. One mine that had
closed up was mentioned before tea, and
I have ascertained from the Minister for
Mines that the aetual value of the cre pro-
duced from that mine was 4s. per ton,
and the hon. member expects the House
to helieve that the reason the mine closed
up was hecause the owners ecould not
get a lower price for water. He knows
the wold was not in the mines. He knows
that perfectly well.

My, Walker: I do not.

The MINISTER: He certainly does.

Mr. Walker: I do not.

The CHATRMAN : Members must not
argue one with another aeross the floor of
the House.

The MINISTER: I venture to think if
the member did not know it before he
knows it now. T am only too glad to be
the humble instrument of giving the hon.
member some nstruction of what goes on
in his own district. That is not the only
maceurate statement the hon. member
made. We leard him dilate on the con-
cession whieh he said had been arranged
hetween the Speaker and myself in con-
nection with the Goomalling water supply.
Before he read the extract from the West
Australian, he told us the Speaker had
gone to Goomalling and had announced
that the 10 per cent, guarantee was not
to be insisted on—in alP probability, or
possibly, or something of that sort.

Mr. Walker: Yes, something of that
sort,

The MINTSTER: Tle was not definite.
He said this 10 per cent. guarantee was
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to be done away with in this case; but
1 am not at the back of the Speaker’s
bead, and do not know what induced the:
Speaker to tell the people of Goomalling
that this 10 per cent. guaraniee would
not be required. Possibly he has reasons
which I do not know of for making the
statement.

Mr. Scaddan: Yon did not take the-
opportunity of eontradicting it.

The MINISTER: 1In so far as I am
concerned I have given no one to under-
stand that this 10 per cent. would not be-
reguired in the agrienltural districts.
So far as I know, the only main laid
down in the agrieultural distriets for
which the 10 per cent. gmarantee has not
been asked is the main from Beverley to
York. I think that is the only one.
There is a possibility that the Speaker
knew he eould put up such a good case
as to the rating which the Government
may be able to get in that distriet, or
believed that we should declare a water
area with its accompanying rating, and
thus be able te put in the main withont
asl:ing for the 10 per cent. gharantee, That
matter has never been discussed between
the Speaker and myself, but possibly this
is one way he has of getting over the-
I strongly object to these de-
finite statements being wmade as to the
arrangements between the Minister and
members of the House; espeeially, as in
this case, when they are probed into we
find the original statement is exagger-
ated. I venture to think in our deal-
ings with the mining districts of this
State we have always endeavoured to be
fair and reasonahle, and have not made
flesh of one section and fow! of another
section. The hon. member was hardly
correct when he said that no supply bad
been given in connection with mining dis-
triets without a gnarantee. I know of
cases where services were laid down with-
out the 10 per cent. gnarantee being given.
With the exception of that ease whieh T
bave mentioned, I know of no case in
agricultural distriets where the 10 per
cent. guarantee has not been given,

Mr. J. SCADDAN: I would like to:
print ovt tn the Committee that it is all
very well for the Minister to make the-



Supply Bill (Message) :

statement he has, but he might make a
eomplete statement, and point out that in
some cases where districts have required
assistance in obtaining water supplies,
they have been compelled not only to give
the guarantee of 10 per cent. on the eost
for extending the scheme but to put up
a deposit showing their good faith that
the water shall be obtained from the
water scheme. The Minister says that in
the case mentioned nothing happened. 1
want to peoint this out to the MMinister,
we are not making the statement; the
statement appeared in the West Ausira-
lian, and it is verv definite. It says,
“pegotiations are at present proceeding.”
Who ave negotiating? The negotiations
must be proceeding with the Water Supply
Department which is controlling the
scheme. If negotiafions are proceeding
why does not the Minister state what the
negotintions arve? If negotiations are
proceeding then they must be behind the
Minister’s back.

The Minister for Works: Negotiations
bhave been going on for months. I am
not vesponsible for what the Speaker
said.

Mr, SCADDAN: I want a denial
from the Minister so that the publie who
require assistance from the scheme will
get fair treatment as in the agricultural
distriets. The water main laid from the
goldfields water scheme inte York and
Beverley passes through large estates

which are practieally sheep runs, and the .

owners ave not called on to centribute any-
thing towards the seheme, but if a main
passes a vacant block of land on the gold-
fields, whether the owner uses the water or
not he is compelled to pay the rate. That
is differentiation. That is one instance.
People on the goldfields who own small
shows, as is the case in Barrara, are not
-only compelled to put up 10 per cent. on
the total ontlay, but have to put up a de-
posit which at the present time is held
by the Government as a guarantee of
good faith on the part of the consumers.
That is a state of affairs which should not
exist.

Mr. Buath: These owners of large es-
tates which you mention refuse to pay.

Mr. SCADDAN: T want to know from
the Minister if he will agree to the people

[6 Avaust, 1908.]

in Commitiee. 167
in the Goomalling district receiving the
water supply at a cost to the Government
of £23,000, or thereabouts, without put-
ting up a guarantee.

The Minister for Works: You wili
have an opportunity of asking a question
to-morrow.

Mr. SCADDAXN: But the Minister can
answer now. It is only when there is no
opportunity of getting information that
it is necessary to put a question to a
Minister. I stated just now that the
Minister did not take an oppartunity of
denying the statement made, and he ought
to take the opportunity now if it is not
eorreet, or substantiate it if it is correct.
That is only fair to members, and it
should be done.

Mr. W. J. BUTCBER: I have no de-
sire to delay the passage of this Bill, nor
have I any desire to prolong the discus-
sion. The member for Guildford when
speaking asked the Minister whether he
wonld give the House an assurance that
no money would be spent in the direetion
of this Canuning secheme uniil the elections
were over, and whether he would allow the
new Parliament to diseuss this matter. [
think that is a reasonable request to make,
and T feel quite sure the whole eountry
is very much concerned in this matter, and
I think it is up to the Minister to reply to
that question. I ecan assure him there is
a very strong feeling throughout the coun-
try, not altogether in agricultural distriets
but all over Western Australia in connee-
tion with this scheme, and I think it
would be wise on the part of the Govern-
ment if they delayed this matter until the
new Parliament had an opportunity of
disenssing it, for during the next elections
I am sure this question will be one of the
principal matters dizcussed. I shounld like
the Minister to give the assurance that has
been asked for.

Mr. T. P. DRAPER: Until the member
for Guildford spoke on this matter I was
certainly under the impression that an
undertaking was given by the Government
not to proceed with the water scheme
until another opportunity had been given
to the House to thoroughly diseuss the
question, and go into all the menits of the
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case. What I refer to took place on the
last night, I think, of the last session. An
amendment of the Waterworks and Sew-
erage Act was brought down to the House,
and tbe Minister for Works in moving the
second reading made this statement. He
said :—

“At the present moment we are un-
able to control the house connections,
and o promise was given that before the
parent Aet of 1904 was proelaimed, this
House should have an opportunity of
reviewing it. The Aet is in eertain par-
tientars defective, but we desire to pro-
elaim it and utilise it for the purpose of
sewering the metropolitan area. We are
yuite prepared not to take action under
that portion of the Aect dealing with the
water supply until the House in a sub-
sequent session has an opportunity of
reviewing the position.”

I certainly understood that referred gen-
erally to the proposed water scheme, what-
ever it was. JIf there is any doubt about
it I should like to receive some assurance
from the Minister that that is what he in-
tended.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J. Price): What the member for West
Perth is referring to is as follows. The
Act of 1904 has not been proelaimed. Were
it proclaimed it would apply to thé pre-
sent water supplies and I think it is quite
probable—it is not clear in the Acet—that
it would mean one rate to the present
water supply for the metropolitan area. I
thonght I made myself fairly clear when
speaking that the Government were not
going to rush this thing at all. I am
quite willing to give the assurance to the
House that between this date and the
meeting of the next Parliament no irrevo-
eable step will bg taken in commitiing the
country either to the Canning as a souree
of supply for the metropolitan area or
Mundaring as the source of snpply. I ean-
not give a guarantee that no expenditure
will take place, because in connection with
investigations we may have to make ex-
penditure in connection with Mundaring
or Canning; but the Government will not
commit the country to either source of
supply until the House again meets. I
think that is fairly explicit, but if it is not
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and some member will point out where the
statement is defective, I will make it more-
clear. But I want to point out that we-
may have to spend money in making in-
vestigations.

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported; report adopted.

In Committee of Ways and Means,

On motion by the Treasurer, resolved
“That towards making good the supply
granted to His Majesty for the services of
the year 1908-9, a sum not exceeding
£832,684 be granted out of the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund of Western Aus-
tralia, and £233283 from moneys to
eredit of the General Loan Fund.”

Resolution reported; report adopted.

Supply Bill introduced.

In aceordance with the foregoing reso-
Intions, a Supply Bill was introduced, and
read a first and a second time without re-
mark.

In Commiltee.

Clause 1—1JIssue and application of
£1,065,967 :

Mr. JOHNSON: There were one or two
items in the schedule he desired farther-
information cn. It would be necessary
for him to discuss those matters on the:
present clause, for he understood the sche-
dule eould not be dealt with. Would the
Chairman inform him whether the schedule-
conld be discussed division by division. It
was not his intention to discuss all the
divisions, but to obtain information on one-
or two of them. If those matters could
be brought up when the schedule was be-
fore the Committee he would refrain from
touching upon them at this juncture.

The CHAIRMAN: The schedule wounld
be put separately, and members would be:
given an opportunity of discussing it.

M7, Holman: By reducing the items?

The CHAIRMAN : It would be impos-
sible to amend the schedule, as he had ruled!
earlier.

Clause put and passed,

Clause 2—agreed to.
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Schedule— Consolidated revenue, £832-
684 :

His Excellency the Governor, £384:

Mr. SCADDAN: Was it the intention
of the Government to ask the Home
authorities not to make a fresh appoint-
ment to the position of Governor upon the
expiration of the term of office of the pre-
sent holder of it., 1In the last Par-
liament a resolution was passed to ask the
Home Government not to make a fresh
appointment to Western Australia. Did
the Government intend to carry that reso-
lution into effect?

The PREMIER: The maiter was dis-
eussed in the last Parliament on the motion
of the then member for Hannans, but so
far as he could remember the resolution
was not carried. As a matter of fact the
Governor’s term of office expired in May
next year. It was not likely he would
continue to hold the position longer than
that. Cabinet had not taken into con-
sideration who was likely to be the sne-
cessor af the present Governor, or whether
a recommendation such as that suggested
sliould be forwarded to the Home antho-
rities.

Mr. JOHNSON: If action were not
taken until immediately before the expira-
tion of the term of office of the present
occupant of tbe position, the Governor
would notify the Home authorities that it
was not bis intention to continue in office,
and ayrangements would be made for a
new appointment. He hoped that another
Governor would not be appointed to West-
ern Australia. If action were taken in
time it would be possible for Parliament,
guided by a resolution already passed, to
notify the Home Government that it was
the desire of the people to dispense with
the luxury of a State Governor. No bet-
ter start could be made for economising
than by doing away with the position of
State Governor. He hoped the Govern-
ment would give the House an assurance
that they would go into the question and
see it it were not necessary to make a
move at once in this direction, and to com-
muounicate with the Home Government on
the matter.
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Mr. SCADDAN: Hansard showed that
the last Parliament carried a motion to
the following effect:—

“That at the termination of His Ex-
celleney the Governor's term of office
the Colonial Office should be petitioned
to reconsider the appointments of State
Governors, with a view (o permitting
the duties of the office to be performed
by the Chief Justice of the State.”

This motion was introduced by the then
member for Hannans (Mr. Nelson) and
was eventnally carried in the following
amended form:—

“That a humble petition be presented
to His Majesty the King, praying that
on the completion of the present State
Governor’s term of office the appoint-
ment of fnture State Governors be
taken into counsideration.”

Mr. JOHNSON : It would, perhaps, be
well for the Premier to prepare the peti-
tion referred to, and as the ex-member for
Hannans was now in London, possibly be
might present it to His Majesty.

Mr. STUART: It might be well to
treat the matter lightly, but many mem-
bers were pledged to the abolition of
State Governors. Without making any
invidions distinetion as to the person-
ality of the next Governor, the matter
might be lef} in the hands of the Premier
if he would be prepared to take the stand
the Premier of another State did some
years ago, when he entered a protest
against the appointment to the position of
Governor of a man who was obnoxious
to the people of that State. The Premier
here might even go better than did the
Premier of Queensland some 20 years ago,
for he might state he would object, in the
name of the people of the State of West-
ern Australid, to the appointment of any
Governor at all. The House might leave
the matter in the Premier’s hands. He
hoped, however, that an assurance wounld
be received from the Premier that during
recess nothing would be done in the diree-
tion of having another Governor foisted
on us.

Legislative Assembly, £1,067 :

Mr. JOHNEON: On this vote there
should be an announcement from the
Governor as to the action taken by the
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House Committee in referenee to the
Press reporters. This was not a matter
we should leave absolutely to the disere-
tion of the House Committee. It was
true the Committee were eclected by the
House, but suvely the presence or absence
of members of the Press should be left to
the discretion of this Chamber. He, for
one, was not prepared to bow to the de-
cision of the Housze Committee in the
maftter. He had no hesitation in saying
he absolutely disagreed with the aetion of
the Committee. He had been waiting for
some iime for an announcement from the
Government as to whether they would
settle the strike or lock-out, but nothing
baving been said he would like to get on
the present vote a statement from the
Premier as to what the Government pro-
posed to do in the watter. Tt should not
be allowed to drift on as it was deing at
the present time.

The PREMIER: As members were
aware, last week the House elected a
House Commitiee, consisting of five mem-
bers from this Chamber, who were to aet
with five members to be elected by an-
other Chamber ¥

Mr. Scaddan: What had it to do with
another Chamber ?

The PREMIER : It was not desirable
that there should be two Hounse Commit-
tees to deal with questions affecting one
House of Parliament.

Mr. Bolton: Members from the other
Chamber were controlling this Chamber.

The PREMIER: The only informa-
tion he had obtained was through the
Press. So far as the accommodation
generally was concerned there had been
a good many complaints from others be-
sides the members of the Press. There
was no House of Parliament in Australia
where there was such poor accommoda-
tion for the head of the Government.
There was no possibility of his reeeiving
a deputation, or of doing any business
either with hon. members or outsiders
withont bringing them praetieally into the
precinets of the Chamber. Personally
he was not satisfied with the accommoda-
tion, but the House Commitiee having
heen elected, he did not think it was the
duty of the Government to interfere with
their decision, any more than we should
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with the decisions of the Printing or the
Library Committee or any Committee
elected by the House, If members de-
sired o do so, they could, on the next
oceasion, alter the personnel of the Com-
mittee.

Mr. BATH: As far as this trouble
was concerned he had not intended to
make any reference fo it; but as the dis-
pute had reached such a stage, we were
in duty bound to give our suppmt to the
House Committee. We had elected
the House Committee and entimsted them
with eertain duties, and when it came to
a question of deciding whom we should
support, the attitude of members should
be in the direction of supporting the
Committee.

Mr. HOLMAN: He had heard from
members of the House Committee that
no action was to be taken this year.
Notice was given to the reporters on the
17th July of last year. Members were
aware that the vooms in question were
used by the Press during the greater part
of last session, and no aetion should have
been taken at the present time when Par-
liament was expiring. We found through
the Press that when the Treasurer
was delivering his Budget Speech. everv
consideration was shown to the rveporters
and every convenience afforded them ;
and he desired to say that if it was good
cnough to show the Press such eonsider-
ation at that time, it was good encugh to
extend the same consideration to them on
every occasion, .

The Treasurer: No special conveniences
were afforded them at the time. What
did {he hon. member mean ?

Mr. HOLMAN : The Press declared
they were allowed to use those rooms
during the delivery of the Budget Speech.

The Premier: Did they not use them
during the last btwo years?

Mr, HOLMAN:; That was what he was
complaining about. He wanted to know
why, at the present junecture, when Par-
lament was dying, afier the Press
reporters had been allowed to use
the rooms for such a long time,
they should be driven out. In his
opinion the Premier’s rvemarks regarding
the absence of conveniences pgenerally
were fully justified, and reflected no
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credit on those who prepared the plans
of the building. When we considered,
too, that thousands of pounds had been
spent on the structure, we failed to see
that we had anything to be proud of.

The CHAIRMAN: The discussion was
somewhat irrelevant to the schedule, as
there was neither a vote nor an item
affected by it. The action being dis-
cussed was not an action of administra-
fion by Ministers. .

Mr. Horan: The Commitiee was nom-
inated by the Premier.

The CHAIRMAN: Hon. members who
wished to discuss the matter had another
procedure open to them that they could
have availed themselves of; that was by
bringing a definife motion, after due no-
tice had been given, and not entering on
a diseussion in Committee when no de-
cision conld be arrived at. He merely
threw that ont as’a hint becanse he saw
no gain by a lengthy diseussion on the
puint.

Mr. SCADDAN: There was a provi-
sion in this vote for Contingeneies, and
if the House Committee decided to put
up an addition to the bmilding to house
the Press reporters, that wonld be an ex-
penditure nunder this heading, and we
should take exception to it. The point
he wanted to make was that he objected
to the Committee seleeted from this
Chamber being dictated to on the ques-
tion by the other portion of the Com-
mittee from the other Chamber. The
Speaker had given his views to the Press
on the question, and it would have been
an act of grace if the President and Com-
mittee from another place bad permitied
the members of the Legislative Assembly
Committes to decide the question. The
Speaker in & Press interview this morn-
ing said that for his part he could see no
reason at all why the Press reporters
should not be allowed to use the two
rooms they wanted while the House was
sifting. That was the question members
should take into consideration. When
the Honse was sitting the Ministerial and
Opposition Rooms were rarely used; while
the general Members’ Room was never
used at all. His opinion was that there
was ne occasion whatever for the dispute;
the whole thing appeared to him to be
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very suggestive. Before the Committes
went any farther he wished to know
whether provision bad been made for an
increase in the salaries paid fo some of
the officers of this Chamber. Members
were given a promise by the Speaker last
session, and also by the Treasurer, that
the question of the readjustment of sal-
aries to those officers wonld be taken into
congideration when this year’s Estimates
were prepared, He wanted to know
whether that bad been done.

The TREASURER had no recollection
of what took place last year, but
was under the impression that the recom-
mendation was to come from the Speaker,
This however was not the right time to
consider the question of inereases.

Mr., Scaddan: Yes; it was.

The TREASURER: The Committee
were being asked for temporary supplies
to earry on as we had earried on for
the last twelve months. Until a recom-
mendation was reeeived and the Esti-
mates were framed, nothing could be
done. He promised, however, that the
matter would receive consideration and
would appear on the Estimates in the
form decided upon. He could not say
more than that,

Mr. SCADDAN: The question was
fairly well discussed during the debate .
on the last Estimates; and the Premier
gave an assurance. He was prepared to
take the asswranee of the Treasurer that
when the Estimates were being considered
provision wonld he made for the inerease
in salaries, and that the increases would
take effect as from the 30th June last.

The PREMIER: Yes; they would be
made retrospective.

Treasury, £4,0335:

Mr. H  BROWN asked the Treasurer
whether he would deal in the next
session with the refund of half the
police court fines from the various muni-
cipalities. It would be within the mem-
ory of hon. members that last year he
moved for the appoiniment of a select
committee to inquire into the over-pay-
ment of subsidies to varions munieipahi-
ties; and it was a peculiar thing that ae-
cording to the evidence taken by tibat
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committee the distriets particularly in-
terested were represented by two mem-
bers of the Ministry—the Minister for
Agriculture and the Minister for Works.
Members were informed the other evening
that it would cost over £1,000 to examine
the various books of the municipalities
to obtain the refunds. He e¢laimed that
more partienlarly with regard to Fre-
mantle was it a business proposal. They
owed the Government £7,000 or £8,000 ;
and Northam owed the Government almost
a similar amount. Was i fair to expect
that they should rveceive back £1,000 or
£2000 in lhalf the police court fines?
Would the Treasurer himself, az a
business man, with a countra aecount
of £8,000, be prepared to setlle
with  these various munieipalities?
In examination the TUnder Treasurer
was asked a few questions, and in
reply to one particularly with reference
to Northam, he said that instead of getting
at the Government for £2,600, the infer-
encg was that they had received £3,000 or
£4,000 more than they should, for they
would have gone in a lower grade by only
striking a sufficiently high rate to cover
their ordinary expenditure. The TUnder
Treasurer was next asked whether he eon-
sidered the amount in dispute during the
last six years would run between £15,000
and £20,000, and he replied that judging
by the refurn it would be hetween £20.000
and £30,000. He (Mr. Brown) was using
these arguments owing to the Treasurer’s
statement some time ago that he would
have to impose a land and ineome tax io
epable him to refund a portion of these
police court fines; and they had the
assurance of the Mayor of Fremantle that
they were going to get them. The Premier
at Northam also gave a similar assurance.
Mr. Eliot was also asked whefher the
over-payments amounted to £20,000 or
£30,000, and he replied “I should think
80, judging by the period covered by my
examination.” Mr. Edmondson, a Trea-
sury clerk, was also examined by the
committee. The statement had been
made by the Treasurer that it was going
to cost a thousand pounds to get back
£20,000 or £30,000; hut Mr. Edmondson
when asked whether it would pay the
Government to appoint for six months
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a special anditor to examine ¢ach halance-
sheet and go roughly through the books
for the purpose of obtaining accurate
information as to the refunds that should
he made, replied that he certainly thought
it would pay, becanse, judging by the
experience the Department had of the
balance-sheets, there would be a chance
of wetfing back some £20,000 o £30,000
af  an  expenditure of a few hundred
Mr. Edmondson was also asked
if he knew the greatest delinquents, and
he replied that Fremantle, Northam. and
Kalgoorlie most readily oeccurred to his
mind. [Mr. Davies: What about Perth?]
Perth had to refund about £3.000. Mr.
IYAlton, the town clerk of Wortham,
gave evidence and said that in 1905 the
general rates collected were £2,078 Ss.
11d. and that £1,366 5s. 11d. was iaken
from general revenue and put to loeal
board of health account. He was then
asked “Then all you would have needed
to raise under a general account was
roughly £7007; and he replied that the
council in the first place prepared their
estimates thinking their ordinary expen-
difure would meet that, but they had to
stop some of the works on the estimates
and put money voted to them to the more
urgent question of health. He =aid that
rates to the value of £700 wounld bhave
hieen sufficient; that the general rate for
that vear was Is. Gd.. and ihat if the
counecil had raised £2,078 on a 1s. Gd.
rate the council eould have raised £700
on a sixpenny rate. But if thev had
sirock a sixpenny rate their subsidy
would have been computel at ahout 10a.
in the pound. He was asked, “Then the
municipality were getting at the Gov-
ernment for a snbsidy of £1,3663° He
replied “Yes.” He was also asked, “You
admit that the eorporations which
adopted this course obtained an unfair
advantage over those which did not?”
He =said, “I must admit that.” Then
Mr. Maemillan, town clerk of Fremantle,
was examined, this heing the munici-
pality to which the Treasurer promised
to refund half the police conrt fines;
and taking the wards of the Treasurer,
these amounted to £7.000 or £3,000. Mr.
Macmillan  said  the original rate for
health at Fremantle before 1902 was 1d.
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in the pound, but one year it was 3d.
This was the honesiy of the Fremantle
corporation!  They reduced the health
rate from 3d. to 1d., and debited the
health expenditure to general rate ac-
count. Mr. Macmillan also said that in
1902 there was £1,970 paid for the re-
moval of household rubbish, and £1,164
in 1903, while in the same year there
was an advance of £200 to the loeal
board of health; also that in 1904 there
was £1,371 11s. 6d. paid for the removal
of housebold rubbish; that in 1902 the
itemy “refuse service, municipalisation,
£1,063,” was capital account for plant,
while the item “street eleaning and refuse
removal” was also included. The two
services had been running under one
heading grouped together as one work,
g0 that roughly from £1,000 to £1,300
wonld be on acconnt of refuse removal.
These few figures alone would show the
necessity for action on the part of the
Treasurer, and that before paying the
police court fines the Treasurer should
take the advice.of his officers, and for the
sake of expending a few hundred pounds
should make a legitimate attempt at all
events to obtain refund of the £30,000
due from the municipalities as shown
by the select committee’s report. The
‘negleet of the Government should be
very patent to members, but it appeared
the chief delingnents were municipalities
represented by . Ministers, and so no
action was taken. Thiz House had al-
ready affirmed the recommendation of the
select committee that an anditor shonld
be appointed and some attempt made to
obtain refunds.

The TREASURER denied that he had
said the land and income tax would be
required to pay the police court fines.

Mr. H. Brown : That assertion was
made_ by the hon. member.

The TREASURER: The hon. member
was absolutely wrong. Ii was only the
interpretation the hon. member put on
the remarks.

Mr. H. Brown : The hon. member was
reported to have said so.

The TREASURER : The payment on
aceount of police court fines to munici-
palities was quoted as part of the in-
creased expenditure we wonld bhave to

@)
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face for the next 12 months. He bad
never made sach a statement as that put
into his mouth to-night by the member
for Perth ; nor had he said that the police
court fines would be between £7,000 and
£8,000—an imaginary figure of the hon.
member’s. [Mr. H. Brown had never
menfioned it.] The Government were
proceeded against in the Supreme Court
by the munieipality of Fremantle for the
recovery of certain police court fines due
to that municipality. The Government
thought it was a wrong claim to make, but
went down, judgment heing given against
them ; and in view of that judgment they
were obliged to settle the claim of Fre-
mantle and did so. Then the Cabinet came
to the eonclusion that it was not fair to
force each municipality thronghout the
State to proceed in the Supreme Court
for the recovery of similar claims.

My, Bath: Did the legal adviser of
the Government think it was a sound
decision? -

The Attorney Gemeral: At any rate
the Government had to aceept it.

Ar, Bath: The Government might have
appealed, he thonght.

The TREASURER : Cahinet had come
to the conelusion that each municipality
with a similar claim was entitled to sim-
ilar {reatment, and the Crown Law
authorities advised that the Government
must pay the claims. The matter was
now in the hands of the Crown Law
authorities,. who were communicating
with the different municipalities to ad-
inst the amount due to them. A schedule
had been made up—speaking from mem-
ory, it was something under £5,000.
Each individual amounti had to be gone
into with the municipality eoncerned ;
and as the exact amounts due were
ascertained, the Crown Law authorities
seitled the claims one by one. If they
were not all settled by now, all would
be in a short time. But these were
claims absolutely due, and had nothing
whatever to do with any munieipal sub-
sidies overpaid. With regard to these
the position was different. ILast vear,
as he had intimated, it was estimated by
the officers of the Arvdit Department,
who were pretty well worked at that
time and ever since had been, that it
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would take at least 12 wonths t5 inguire
intv the 1907 alleged over-payments.
That work had been proceeding ever
since and was just about completed,
showing conclusively that what he had
previously announced was the true state
of affairs, To go back five or six years
as recommended by the seleet com-
miitee— [Mr. H. Brown: And adopted
by the House]—would necessitate the
appointment of special auditors who
would have to go through the whole of
the aceounts for the period under re-
view, and tbis would cest, as he had said
already, something near £1.000. Ho
thonght £800 or a little over that sum
was the estimare of the Aundit Depart-
ment. The Government were placing a
sum of money on flie next Eslimates—at
any rate it had been noted to be placed
on the diafi K«timales and in due course
il would c¢ome before the new Parlia-
menl—to provide the neeessary wmoney
to engage these special audilors to carry
on this work., The new Parliament
would have the opportunity of review-
ing the whole position. True there
might be a just elaim put up for over-
payment tu Llhe extent of £20,000 or
£30,000. as the member for Perth had
said, but members shonld bear in mind
that we weve going to have some serious
difficulty in making the muniecipalities
disgorge these alleged over-payments, if
they were proved to be over-payments,
without bringing them to bankruptey.
He was not arguing against getting this
money; in fact he would be very glad
to recover £30,000 from municipalities ;
but he was not prepared to spend £800
or £1.000 of the State’s moneyv in put-
ting on special aunditors to go over six
yeurs® aceonnts throughont the State
unless we could see our way to recover
the money when we had the report and
unless Parliament knew exactly what it
was doing. We had already spent some
money and if we were geing to spend
anorher £1,000, then what were we gning
to do? Of course the position was no
worse if it was put off for another six
mentips.  The onlvy way we could reeover
was ta Gebit the over-payments against
any subsidies passed by Parliament
during this year or subsequent finaneial
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years; but we could not set them off a
claim proved in the Suopreme Court
against the Government, If the gpecial
report was completed, should the House
in its wisdom agree to speud £800 for
the purpose, then of course it was a
question bow we were going to recover
any amounts that might be due from
the different municipalities.

Mr. P. Stone: There was no difficulty;
we could get judgment and put in re-
ceivers.

The TREASURER: Oue coull guess
what the hon. member would say if we
put in a receiver at Geraldton Lo take
charge of the town and sell it up. As
soon as the reports were received—and
the Department was receiving reports
from municipalities through the Audit
Department from time to time for the
vear 1907 now under econsideration—
action wonld be immediately taken., It
was taken last year so far as there was
information in the Treasury. Ever since
he (the Treasurer) had been Treasurer
action had been taken so far as the
municipal balance sheets diseclosed the
illegal use of general rate funds. Where-
ever it was disclosed that payments had
been made for health and other pur-
poses from peneral rates, then the De-
partment took ecare to deduct that
amount in caleunlating the subsidy to be
paid to the municipality; but this ques-
tion went beyond that, being much more
complicated, and it wonld take some con-
siderable time before even auditors
specially appointed could get at the
bottom of the question. That was the
posilion. and he hoped that members
would agree that under the eireum-
siances a little delay was justifiable. 'We
had not the money to spend, and it was
only right that Parliament shonld know
what it was going to cost, when the esti-
mates came before it, to get this return
which the seleet committee had recom-
mended.

Mr. DRAPER : We could not say
what sum had been ascertained to be due
from Fremantle, Northam, or Kalgoorlie,
He was aware that before the Govern-
mwent conld claim any speeific amount
from these municipalities, if anything
was due at all, a considerable time must



Supply Bill :

elapse, but yet we had before the House
a repori of a commiitee showing prima
facie that a considerable sum of money
was due from the municipalities of Nor-
tham, Fremantle, an@ Kalgoorlie. The
Treasurer proposed on the advice of the
Crown Law authorities to pay over one-
half of these fines to the munieipalities
throughout the State, and it was quite
true that no eounter-claim could at the
present moment be sustained if any
action were brought by these munici-
palities. But it had perhaps eseaped the
notice of the Crown Law authorities
that if judgment were recovered againsi
the Crown for a certain amount no exe-
cution ecould be issned against the Crown.
For good ecause the Government would be
jusiified in refusing to pay over any
judgment obtained against them. Good
cause in this case would be that there
was a large sum due from ecertain muni-
cipalities.  Perth at thé present time
was the only municipality that had been
singled out for punishment, for some
yews ago Perth had to refund £7,000.
It was unfair that Perth should be
punished and other municipalities
treated in a lenmient manner. It was
only fair thal the Government should re-
fund to Perth the amount Perth had paid
back in the past.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Mem-
bers were aware that at one time only a
moiety of the fines was payable {o the
municipalities, and then by reason of an
amendment of the Police Aet of 1902
another moiety which hefore was payable
to the informer or the Crownm became
payable to the municipalities. The
Government disputed the right on these
grounds, that unless an appropriation was
made by Parliament, although the Aect
said that the municipaliies was entitled
to these fines, that did not entitle them
to recover. Parliament must appropriate
a sum on the Estimates. And that argu-
ment was supplemented by bringing down
the Journals of the House and the Muni-
cipalities Act and the Police Act, show-
ing they were not introduced in accord-
ance with the requirements of the House,
where monetary obligation was placed on
the revenue. That was the argument the
Crown Law Department submitted why
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the municipalities could not recover the
one-half, but it was not held to be good
by the Court. It must always remain the
case that the view which one lawyer took
of a case might not be the view which
the Court took. He did not know if it
was news—it might not be—but as a
matter of fact through all these years
Perth had been getting all the fines. They
got the whole of the police court fines all
along, while every other municipality only
received one-half. This poor, unfortun-
ate, ill-treated Perth was all along collar-
ing every penny, whilst strictly speaking
the municipality was only entitled to the
fines in respect of offences committed
within the municipality and where the
proseeution was completed within the
nunicipality.  Buib on account of the
Perth Police Court being centrally sitn-
ated numbers of cases that oecarred out-
side the boundaries were heard there and
the Perth municipality got more money
than they were entitled to for years. That
was the position the other day in the
municipality of Fremantle. A petition of
right was heard and the petition went
against the contention of the Crown Law
Department. The member for 1West
Perth suggested that although judgment
was recovered, no execntion eould Le
against the Crown. We knew that. , We
also knew that no Government of any
British State in any part of the world
had ever taken advantage of that.

Mr. Draper: New Zealand had. .

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If New
Zealand had it was news to him and must
have been under ecircumstances of an ex-
ceptional character. To say we could do
it becanse we alleged we had a elaim
against the municipality seemed to him
to be taking up a dangerous position.
The honowr of the Crown should not be
lightly endangered. IF judgment was re-
covered in a Cowrt of law the Govern-
ment should not shelter themselves behind
the fact that execntion did not lie against
the Crown, and while he (the Attorney
General) had anything to do with the
Crown Law Department, he would not
be a parfy to anything of that kind.
Members should not rush hastily to the
conclusion that because the Tuder Trea-
surer said that some municipality or other
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had received move than it ought to have
received in subsidy in any one year, that
that was a fact. He was not prepared
without an intimate knowledge of the
figures, to say that a claim could not
be sustained. But it would be news to
him to say that a elaim could be sustained
in the Kalgoorlie municipality. Not a
single witness was bheard from that muni-
¢ipality, yet it was taken as an aceepted
faet that a clatim would lie against the
Kalgoorlie municipality. Before a single
witness was heard from the party sgainst
whom an accusation was bronght it was
assumed that the charge was proved. He
did not think that it was consonant with
the dignity of the House that members
should accept that doefrine, taking for
granted that because the TUuder Trea-
surer thoughl a eclaim would lie, before
the uthier side was heard in reply it was
assumed the clann was good. If amy
money were due by the municipality of
Kalgoorlie, and he vould be surprised if
it were so, it would be met honourably,
he was sure, by the citizens of that town.
In the meantime the Crown Law Depart-
ment was not making payvments to Perth
of all the police eourt fines, or to Fre-
mantle and refusing to make the same
pavment to all the other country towns,
Kalgourlie, Boulder, or any other piace
where the same rule applied.

Mr. HOLMAXN : The member for
Perth was to be comended for bringing
this matter forward. Last session the re-
port of the select committee was adopted
by the House, and that beinz so the
Government should have taken action vn
that report. But the Treasurer to-night
beld np his hands in horror and said that
it wonld take £8300 {o have a special audit
made, although it had been stated that
gomne £30.000 was at srake, which richtly
or wrongly it was said eartain munieipaii-
ties had obtained from the Government.
Had it not been for the faet that some ot
those municipalities were in distriets re-
presenied by members of the Government
no doubt action wounld have been taken
before this. Seme years ago a case oc-
curred in this State where money was
paid by the Government. A seleet com-
mittee brought up a report and it was
not accepted by the House. Action was
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taken in the Supreme Court of the State
against the Government asking for dam-
ages, but the case was lost. In spite of
that and in spite of the vote of the House
the Treasurer gave away £2,000 of the
people’s money, without a special vote
of the House, not saying a word about it.
When the matter came before the House
we found that £2,000 had been covered .
up on the Estimates and no one knew
where the money went to or where it
came from.

Phe Treasurer: What case was that ¥

My. HOLMAN : The case of Faiz
Mahomet. The money was granted by
Mr. Rason when Treasurer. It was
granted against a vote of the House and
agaiust the decision of the police court.
Now because certain cases affected muni-
cipalities represented by members of the
Government the Treasurer refused to
take action,

My, ANGWIN: The inference he drew
from the remarks of the member for
Perth was that because Perth had been
found ont doing something wrong other
municipal accounts ought to be inguired
into. It was the old saying of “Set a
thief to cateh a thief.” Perth wanted to
find out if someone else was not in the
same position as they themselves had been
found out to be in. Tke member for
Perth had tried to point out that as far
as Fremantle was concerned the muniei-
pality managed the health departinent
upon a rate of one penny in the pound,
but in addition to that the ratepayers of
Fremauntle were paying 39s. per anaum
on every tenement for health matters.
The member for Perth dealt with the
question of Perth having to pay back a
certain amount of money to the Govern-
ment that Perth had drawn subsidy on.
That was In rvegard to the loan rate.
The Perth municipality were paying in-
terest and sinking fund from the general
revenue. According to what Perth was
doing with its health rate it appeared
that the health rate was very small indeed,
but perhaps it was as high as the muniei-
pality conld make it under the Aet. There
was a possibility that when the anditors
had finished their work they would find
Perth in a worse position than some of
the other municipalities. The Government
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were pnow sending auditors arcund. He
Enew that a special auditor had been sent
to the East Fremantle municipality to
make investigations.

Mr. Bath: That was for one year.

Mr. ANGWIN: No, their books for
years past were being looked into.

Mr. Bath : They were not speeial
auditors.

Mr. ANGWIN: Yes, special Govern-
ment anditors. He had seen the auditor
at East Fremantle and had spoken to him.

The Treasurer: Ordinary anditors were
going arcund.

Mr. ANGWIN : This was a special
anditor from the Government sent down
to auwdit the munieipal accounts.

Mr. Bath: Going into back yearsf

Mr. ANGWIN: Yes. The auditors of
the munieipality were elected by the rate-
payers, and when he referred to special
auditors he meant auditors sent down by
the Government from the Audit Depart-
ment. He knew {hat a special anditor
had visited East Fremantle because he
had seen him. That auditor was given
all the information he required.

Ay, Stuart: The orvdinary auditor did
not cost any more to send out. The
excuse was that it would cost £800 to
send special auditors ont.

Mr. ANGWIN: Why engage special
anditors when there were the ordinary
anditors to do the work?

3r. Stuart: Because they would cost
more moneyv.

Mr. ANGWIN: If a special audit were
made it might turo out that Perth would
be mueh worse off. The member for
Perth might not like to see the report
when it came in. There was another ques-
tion whieh the Attorney General brought
forward. That was whether smaller muni-
eipalities would be given an opportunity
to colleet the fines levied upon persons
for offenees comnitted in their muniei-
palities. At present the only courts were
at Fremanile and Perth, and these muni-
cipalities had been drawing all the fines,
many of whieh belonged to the smaller
municipalities. [Mr. Brown: That was
absolutely wrong.] The Attorney Gene-
ral had said so. Aecording to the decision
of the Crown Law Department the of-
fences must be eommitted and the fines
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recovered in the munieipality in which
the case was tried. The only alternative
therefore for the smaller municipalities
wag to try and get new court-houses
built in their own localities so that they
would be able to recover the fines to which
they were justly entitled. The reason
for the action taken by the member for
Perth with regard to the municipal sub-
sidies was clear. Perth had done wrong,
and therefore the member, as the late
mayor of Perth, desired to find out
whether someone else had not also done
wrong and could be placed in the same
position as his municipality had been ip.
There was a possibility, however, of it
being a case of the biter bitten, and when
the aunditor’s report was laid on the table
of the Hounse, as he lLoped it would be,
mewmbers could see how the various muni-
cipalities were placed on the question.
He felt sure members would find matters
nothing like so bad as had been stated
by the member for Perth.

Mr. BATH : The recriminations by
representatives of various munieipalities
towards one another seemed to show that
the Treasurer would be quite warranted
in embarking on the expenditure even of
a sum of £800 in order to have this matter
finally cleared up, althongh it involved
the municipality represenfed by the mem-
ber who had ventilated the matter.
to the police court fines, the municipalities
in which the offences were committed had
moral claim to them, and surely means
could be devised, even if it needed a
small amendment of the Act, in order to
aid muuicipalities to get what they were
entitled te, instead of Fremantle and
Perth securing the whole. If was amusing
to hear the Attorney General declaiming
against the proposal tentatively put for-
ward by the member for West Perth,
that because no execution counld lie against
the Crown they peed not pay the police
court fines; while, at the same time, he
acknowledged that the grounds upon
which the Crown defended the case against
the municipality of Fremantle were, first,
that although it was embodied in the Aect
passed by this Parliament, there was no
authorisation of Parliament that the
money should be paid, and secondly, that
although the measures had been passed

As -
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there was no message from His Exeel-
leney the Governor. The Attorney
General talked about the honour of the
Crown preventing them from taking ad-
vantage of the faet that no execution
could lie against the Crown, but where
was the honour of the Crown in disput-
ing the case against the Fremantle muni-
cipality ¢ They might have been per-
fectly legal in the minds of the Crown
Law advisers, but not morally right, far
from it. If the Crown were reduced to
defend legal actions on those grounds it
was time an alteration was made in the
legal procedure.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : The
hon. member misunderstood the point in-
volved, which was a very important one,
and which had to be decided some time
or other, It was this. If any money in
the State went into Consclidated Revenue
it eould only be taken out by appropria-
tion. An Aect passed which was not an
Appropriation Act, and which very often
would go through the House without
the consideration necessary for an Appro-
priation Aect, conld not take that money
out of Consolidated Revenue. These par-
tienlar Acts did take money out of Con-
solidated Revenue; but the pith of the
decision of the Chief Justice was that the
money in question did not go to Consoli-
dated Revenue. If it had done so the
decision must have been given in favour
of the Crown. The point the member
had not grasped was whether Aects of
Parliament which were not intended to be
Appropriation Acts at all, and which
were passed without thai eonsideration
which Appropriation Aets  received,
shonld be allowed to amount to Appro-
priation Aects, and should give the right
to take money out of Consolidated
Revenune. It was only because the Chief
Justice held that clerks of court were
mere recéivers and agents for munieipali-
ties'that he came to the decision which he
did. The Government did not oppose the
claim on light grounds, but the case was
one of the greatest possible gravity, for
it meant that the procedure of Parlia-
ment would have to be radically altered
if every Act passed by them was to take
the force and effect of appropriation,
notwithstanding that the proper pro-
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cedure had not been followed in order o
safeguard the legislation,

Mr. H. BROWN : Innuendoes had
been cast at him coneerning his reasons
for moving in this matter. His reason for
moving last year was solely to show the
Treasurer that when he said he required
land and income fax, there were other
means of getting money than by taxation.
The Treasurer, and other Ministers, had
toured the country stating that towns
would be taxed and that the country
would get off without any great taxation,
Now it appeared it was the intention of
the Treasurer to throw the onus of the
collection of the muniecipal subsidies on
Parliament. A man with backbone like
the late Treasurer, Mr. Gardiner, did not
ask Parliament to take action, but as soon
as he ascertained what was going on he
called upon the offending parties to re-
fund. As to the collection of fines, he
knew well that the Perth municipality
did not receive the whole of the police
conrt fines, Some time ago the roads
board with which he was eonnected were
told that £17 or £18 was lying at the
Perth police court for them. On apph-
cation being made for it, however, pay-
ment was refused. As to the remarks of
the member for East Fremantle, the
whole of the amounis read out by him
were clearly admitted by the town elerk
of Fremantle as being legitimate charges
on the health account, but were, however,
charged to general revenne. With regard
to Northam, in reply to a question put to
a witness by the select committee, it was
stated that that municipality alone had
received £3,000 or £4,000 more than it
should have done. The files before mem-
bers would show that a very interesting
advance was made to that munieipality
just before the election, when Mr. Thros-
sell was returned. The proposal was put
forward to the Minister for Works, who
was then at Northam and was speaking
for Mr. Throssell, that the sum of £400
should be lent to the municipality as it
wag very hard up. A sirong minute was
written by the Minister for Works to the
Treasurer, urging the loan be granted,and
this was supported by an even stronger
minute written by the Honorary Minister.
Within a few days of the election the
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Treasurer advanced the Northam muni-
cipality, notwitbstanding the admission
that they bhad got at the Government for
£4,000, the sum of £400 for two years
free of interest.

The Minister for Works: It was incor-
vect of the Minister to say he (the Mini-
ster) was at Northam at the time of the
election.

Mr. H BROWN: The Minister for
Works was at Northam, and he wrote a
minute recommending that the advance
of £400 should be made.

The Minister for Works : During the
time the election was on he was not at
the town of Northam.

Mr. Bath: But the Minister made the
recommendation.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS could
not remember the minate referred to. A
statement had been made that he was at
Northam at that time, whereas he was
not there. It wounld be more satisfactory
if a member, instead of making general
accusations such as were so common in
the Chamber, would give dates and fix the
matter by that means. If this were done
in the present ease the House would know
when the minate was written, and whether
it was about the time of the elestion or
- not, Anyhow, one statement made by the
member was ineorrect, for he (the Min-
ister) was not at Northam ai the time of
the election,

Lithegraphic, £1,779:

Mr. BATH: The Treasurer bad direet
control over this department, and it was
well that his attention shonld be drawn
to it. Many of the Govirnment depart-
ments ot ibeir lithographie work done
by private firms in the State owmg to the
faet that the antiquated methods of the
department were sueh that the work could
be done much cheaper ountside. Suvely
the department could well be amalgainated
with the Government Printing Office. He
failed to see the necessity for the two in-
stitutions, invelving as thev did a double
set of officers to control them. There
had heen a greal deal of boasting as to
administrative economy. and 1o, Trea-
surer might well ~ee whether he contld not
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“bring about the amalgamation, and thus

dispense with the present supervision
over the lithographic department, and
place it entirely under the control of the
Government Printer. Recently certain
improvements were earried out in the
lithographic department and considerable
expense inewrred, whereas if the work had
been placed under the eontrol of the Gov-
ernment Printer the reform could have
been effected at a much less cost. By the
amaigamation the work would be done
more cheaply, and there would be no
necessity to have it done by outside firms.

The TREASURER was not aware that
the departments went outside the litho-
graphic department becanse they eould
get their work done either more cheaply
or better. He knew, however, that out-
siders went to the department to get
special work done, which they could not
get done anywhere else in the State. The
depariment was up-to-date, and shonld
be able to twrn out work as cheaply and
as well as any firm in Perth or Western
Australia. He was not sufficient of an
expert to come to a conelnsion as to
whether the department could be amal-
gamated with the printing office, and so
effect an economy. The suggestion, how-
ever, was worthy of consideration, and he
would make inquiries coneerning it.
He would make a note of it and inquire
whether sueh a scheme could be carried
ount. He would like to point ont that the

" two establishments were ahsolutely inde-

pendent at the present time, and the
lithographic establishmeht was in Hay
Street. He doubted whether it eould be
controlled any better by being placed
under the Government Printer than under
the present administrator, Mr. Pether.
As a matter of faet the Government
Printer could not be at both establish-
ments at the same time. The work carried
out at the Lithographiec Department was
rather different from work done at the
Government Printing Office where print-
ing and book-binding were done. The
Ploto-Lithographic Department was a
sub-branch, and was one that reauired
special care. There were a number of
draftsmen employed there, and these men
could not be placed under the control of
the Government Printer. Again there
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was the manufacture of stamps there, a
special work which did not come within
the ordinary ken of a printer or book-
binder. He promised to make a note of
the point and give it consideration.

Printing, £8,470:
Mr. BATH: With regard to this item

he desired to call the attention of the.

Treasurer to the fact that a very consider-
able amount of printing was being done
at the Fremantle prison. [The Treasurer:
Not very mneh.] About £8300 worth.
After all, be presnmed that was the actual
cost of the printing. We had to bear in
wind that the prisoners practically only
got their keep, and that was pretty cheap
at the Fremantle prison. [Member: How
did he know?] He was an official visitor,
and had tasted their bread and meat, and
inquired into things generally. Every-
thing was good and cheap. We had to
bear in wind that if this work had to be
paid for aceording to the ordinary rates
ruling it would cost a great deal more.
He recognised at the outset that the
action was to be commended becaunse they
were attempling fo teach those in prison
a trade, or giving them an opportunity of
learning a trade, which lhey could tumn to
useful and honest account when they came
out, if they had any desire to reform.
The Colonial Treasurer referred to the
fact that this system was inaungurated in
the gaol in 1904, but the amount involved
in that year was only £35, and the work
done was only that for the Fremantle
harbour works.® [The Treaswrer: That
was in the commencement.] They got all
the antiquated mabhmery and old type,
everything "that was cast off from the
Government Printing Office, and took it
down to the gaol to give these men a2
chance of jearning the printing trade, but
the position was that the livelihood of
printers outside was involved, and if it
were nof for the fact that a great many
were unemployed, there would be no ob-
jection. As a matter of fact we kmew
that men bad been put off, with the result
« that many who had spent a lifetime at the
trade, and were quite unable now to ob-
tain a living at their late period in life
at any other trade were forced to join the
ranks of .the unemployed, while in the
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Fremantle prison £800 worth of work had
recently been turned out. Until there was
some better organisation of our social
system, this was doing the very thing
to drive men who were leading honest lives
te desperation, and forcing them into
prison. It was really only intensifying
the evil that we were attempting to
cure by the prison system. There should
be some discrefion in regand to giving a
large amount of work to the prison.
They eould find employment for the
prisoners by an extension of the Hamel
system, in tree planting or forest plant-
ing. There were plenty of areas available
to which we could send these men, where
they would not be the objeet of euriosity
that they were at Bunbury at the present
time.

The Treasurer: That work was wanted
for the unemployed.

Mr. BATH : They were not giving the
unemployed that work, though they had
had the opporlunity of doing so for three
years. Prisoners had been emploved at
Hamel.

The Treasurer: What ahout clearing
work at the pine plantation?

Mr. BATH: Xven if the Minister
eould Sind money to give the unemployed
work, there would still be any amount for
prizoners to do, and it would he really
zood work for them also. He wanted to
point out that they were not giving a fair
deal to the people, and there should be
some restriction on the amonnt of work
which was being given to the men in the
Fremantle prison. He was satisfied that
if the Government went in for a proper
system of reafforestation they could find
any amcunt of work for all the unem-
ploved, and@ over and above that they
could find useful work for a great many
of the prisoners at Fremantle.

Mr. SCADDAN would like to know
whether the Treasurer could state whai
amount of printing was done by out-
side firms. He had a eopy of the Statis
tical Abstraet before him, and it appeargd
that the book had heen reeently printed
by a newspaper at Fremantle, He would
like to know how much had heen expen-
ded on that.
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Mr. Bath: That was printed in prison.
Yt merely had the name of the instructor
on it.

The TREASURER was_ unable to
tell the hon. member how much printing
was being done outside the Government
printing establishment, but he knew that
every effort was being made to have all
the printing, which was done at the gaol,
passed through the Government Printer's
hands. They eould thus see that not only
was a proper amonnt of work done there,
but also that a proper schedule rate was
charged.

Blr. Bath: The gaol received the money
and not the prisoners.

The TREASURER: Of course the
prisuners were paid something, and be did
not hesitate to say that they were just as
well treated in Western Australia as in
any other ecuntvy. He wanted to point
out it would be absurd to take away all
employment of this deseription from the
prisoners. We wust employ them with
legitinate work. We had no desire to
sweat anyone. He was also aware that
the department had expanded somewhat
since 1904. Tt must be recognised that
it had to increase, and he helieved now
that it was of great ufility.  The men
were emploved there, and when they were
released they had something that they
could do, which was more than was the
ease when they went inside. The same
thing applied to the making of furniture
and boot-making within the walls of that
institution. These men, he would point
out, were not allowed to compete with out-
side institations. The whole of the work
done in the prison was done for Govern-
ment departments, and he maintained
that it was perfeetly legitimate employ-
ment. It might as well be contended that
prisoners at Rottnest should not be em-
ployed in the making of roads ou that
island. Of course it was mpossible to
avoid some eompetition when. the State
was maintaining this class of people
under control and under obedience to the
laws and the judgments under the laws.
As long as they were kept within modera-
tion ke did not think anyone could take
exception to the work they did.

(5 Avaust, 1908.]
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Education, £53,945:

Mr. HORAN: The Minister for Edu-
catibn was away in the Eastern States
when a eonsiderable amount of cor-
respondence took place with the
Education Department with regard
to providing a school at Higgins-
ville, The Eduwcation Vole was one
members did not stint. The Minister
was not stinted in making provision for -
teachers and schools in outlandish places.
Before leaving for the TEastern States
tbe Minister said that the representa-
tions made on behalf of Higginsville were
sufficient to warrant the establishment of
a sehool there; but the following article
from the Kalgoorlie Miner would give
the Minister some information with re-
gard to the method adopted by the Edu-
cation Department. The statement was
approximately correct, and it was pub-
lished in the Kalgoorlie Miner on the 9th
June of this year, as follows:—

“This is the plain unvarnished tale
of the difficulties which beset the paths
of an ML.A. when lhe endeavoured to
do something for his constituents, as
teld by himself in Coolgardie. In
June last year the inhabitants of
Higginsville, which promises to be-
come of some importanee as a mining
centre, besought the aid of their dis-
triet representative in the Legislative
Assembly i order that they might ob-
tain a school in their young eommunity.
It was pointed out fo them that the
minimum number of scholars required
in order to enable the Education De-
partment to provide a teacher was
10, and they were asked to put their
request in writing, stating the faets.
They promptly acceded to this and
stated that 11 childven awaited the de--
cision of the FEducation Depariment.
Armed with this assurance as to the
number of scholars and other faets,
the member wailted on the Minister,
and was assured that the request would
be granted—under no circumstances
was stich a request ever refused—and
the matter would be placed in hand at
once. Some two months after this
assurance the member received a memo.
from the Department, asking bhim if a
snitable building for school purposes
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was available. He duly inquired, and
was informed that a large building re-
cently erected as a workers’ hall was
placed at the disposal of the depart-
ment. After still more delay the mem-
ber .was asked if the dimensions of the
building weve sufficient to provide the
required number of cubie feet of air
per child. This the member satisfied
himself about personally and reported
satisfactorily. The next question in
the catechism, whick reached the mem-
ber in due course of time was, ‘Is
there a health board at the place?
As this, of course, was impossible in
the circumstances, the department was
told so. Under these conditions the
member was instrueted to apply for
and obtained a grant of £100 for health
purposes. No health rate was, or
could be, struck. This difficuity over-
come, the member was next asked if
there was any provision made for
sanitary accommodation, and he was
able to assure the department that the
matter was all right. The water
supply then crossed the troubled mind
of the ehief panjandrum who was run-
ning the show. Were there adequate
means for storing water? He was told
yes—the inhabitants found the tanks
and Providence the water. Would
the department take its share and send
along a teacher? Then a fresh diffi-
culty arose. The teacher would be in
receipt of a small salary only, and
might not wish fo stay at a hotel. Was
there any extra accommodation besides
the main building, such as a ‘skillion,
where he or she couid sleep? This
was arranged for by the long suffering
seekers after knowledge, and they built
a skillion, bhaving the required cubie
measurement of air spaee. Al ¢his
circumnlocution occupied until aboni
the end of October or beginning of
November, and then it was hoped the
teacher would come along. Again the
somniferons infleences appeared, and
the departiment said the Christmas holi-
days were approaching, and the teacher
would not be installed until early in
the vear. This being apparently a
sensible proposition, and the inhabi-
tants having learned to waif, was

- -
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acceded to patiently. February was
not considered too ‘early in the year,
and in that month the member was
again appealed to. He interviewed
the head of the department, and
learned to his amazement that ne
teacher was available, nor would be
until after the Estimates. He sog-
gested that a loeal teacher counld be
availed of for the time being, but it
appeared that a local product wonld
cost more under the Act than the pro-
perly trained and imported article,
and could not he thought of. The
inhabitarts must wait.  The member
stated that if they waited much longer,
despite the alleged decline of the birth-
rate, the town would require the ser-
vices of a staff of teachers—that is,
unless some epidemic swept away the
parents who were now seeking help and
finding none, and even then the chil-
dren would be still making the demand.
It was, however, found impossible to
upset the deliberative methods of the
department, and at the present time of
writing the people of the distriet—
having gone to endless expense and
trouble, assisted by their member, in
the interests of the constitueney and
the State geuerally—are, so far as ob-
taining their objeet moes, worse off than
twelve months ago. They have spent
their money fruitlessly, and have lost
the childlike faith that induced them to
start on so hopeless a pursunit of know-
ledge.”

He was not the author of the article, but
it was correct in details. It was founded
on information he had given to a news-
paper man. He brought these details
under the notice of the Minister because
the files in the office might not come
ander the Minister’s attention. T was
desired to know whether under this vote
there was to be provision for additional
teachers throughout the State.

Mr. BATH : What action had the
Government taken in regard to a promise
made on several occasions as to setting
aside an endowment of land to be thrown
open from time to fime for the purposes
of edueation ? Each twelve months we
had a statement from the Treasurer that
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he did not remember a statement he had
already made. But we should have a
permanent fund, apart alfogether from
the provision made each year on the Esti-
mates for educational purposes. We
knew that if there happened to be a
. stringency of the finances, although we
were committed to a generous policy with
regard to education, there was a tendency
to carve down the Estimates for that pur-
pose. But if we had some fund derived
from endowment there would be always
something available to supplement what
was provided on the Esthmates.  There
was a controversy taking place with re-
gnrd to the' recommendations of the Chief
Inspecior of Sehools on the question of
secondary eduncation. He (Mr. Bath) was
strongly in favour of the State under-
taking secondary edncation, and be-
lieved if we weve to have any complete
educational system secondary education
was just as essential as technieal educa-
tion. In the interests of the community
it was just as essential that the State
should undertake the work in preference
to private enterprise. In Australia the
alm of our educational iostitutions, as
well as of our political institutions, should
be as fav as possible to avoid all the dis-
tinetions of caste and sect ; and we wonld
lay a better foundation for the removal
of these things in the future by the State
undertaking a proper system of second-
ary education. There were big demands
on the money we could provide for our
primary system in developing new
agrieultural centres, and it should be our
first consideration to give everybody a
good foundation in the direction of a
primary education. But we should not
lose sight of the fact that we needed
secondary education and that the State
should undertake it. That was why in
every new area of land made available
we should, as was done in the TUnited
States, set apart portion of it as an
educational endowment. It certainly
might not bring in mueh in the beginning,
but within ten years it would amount to
a sum that would be a very substantial
addition to the amount provided by
Parliament each year on the Estimates.
He urged on the Treasurer, who was also
Minister for Eduveation, the desirability
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of carrying out the promises made in
this direction.

Mr. STUART : In verification of what
the member for Yilgarn (Mr. Horan) had
said there were many instances. It was
not a desirable thing to see the Edueation
Depaviment taking up the position it did
in regard to teachers in out-of-the-way
places. Why had a teacher asked fo go
to such a place as Higginsville to face the
problem of how to live @ The Minister
should frame regmlations to guarantee a
living wage for persons sent to such a
locality. There were several places in the
Mount Leonora electorate, Anaconda for
instance. There the residents erected a
building and put it at the disposal of the
department ; but beecause of some absurd
departmental regulation fixing the salary
for the school at a figure at which the
teacher could not live, the school was now
idle. There should be a little give and
take in the department in this matter of
salary. What would be ample where living
was cheap was altogether absurd where
living was so dear. Another undesirable
feature in, connection with these schools
was that though the population of a place
inereased, the size of the school did not
inerease, and the teacher would be told
that he should have some of the children
in a bough shed away from the mainm
building ; but as there was only one
teacher, one could imagine how he would
get on with half the childrer in the sehool
and balf in the bough shed. One of the
worst fenfures in connection with the
Education Department was the neglect
and utter disregard for the children in
out-of-the-way places, and it was time the
regulations were overridden. There was
no higher ambition for these who had
children than to think that those children
might some day heeome teachers ; but
what sort of ambition would if be for
anyone to look forward to being in charge
of a school in the back country at a
salary of £2 5s. a week, where it cost 30s.
a week to live? He nrged the Minister to
amplify the regulations so that the tea-
chers might bave some redress. In the
country families were broken up bhecause
there was no education for the children;
some children had to go to the other
States and some to Perth to attend school.
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The Treasurer : Where was that 7
Mr. STUART : Anaconda, for one

place.

The Treasurer :
children there.

Mr. STCART : If there were only 10
children there should be sufficient accom-
modation, but he was not prepared tosay
there were not 20 children. Another place
was Gwalia. A school was builf to
accommodate 32 children, but now there
were over 45 and the building was the
same as the day it was erected. The

Minister might give him ¢redit for know-

ing something about these things before

he spoke. It was not a eredit to the
department that a member could not get
an answer to communications.

The Treasurer: In the Education De-
partment?

Mr. STUART: Yes.

The Treasurer: That was the first com-
plaint he had received of that sort.

Mr. STUART: Communications ad-
dressed to the Minister were not replied
to; whether the Minister saw them or not
was not his business. This was a state
of affairs whieh was not a eredit to the
department.

The TREASURER: There must be
some mistake in regard to the last com-
plaint that members did not get replies
from the Education Department. Any
correspondence addressed to the Inspector
General or himself he gunaranteed were
replied to. The hon. member would not
be able to give instances of any letter that
had not been acknowledged. He did not
know what letter the member was re-
ferring to, but he made the statement that
all eorrespondence was acknowledged.

Mr. STUART : When the Minister said
acknowledged, there was a system in the
department—a most absurd one—that
when a letter was sent to the department
possibly the correspondent got back a
piece of pasteboard saying that the letter
had been received. The Commonwealth,
which wndertook the control of the Postal
Department, did not let letters go astray.
But if this piece of pasteboard was what
the Minister ealled replying, then he (Mr.
Stnart) would not say the letter was not
acknowledged.

There were only 10
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Mr. HORAN: What the member for
Leonora said was correct. Replies had
not been sent to him from the Education
Department, but instead they were sent
to someone else who was an absentee.

The TREASURER could not imagine
an officer of the department writing a
letter to a third party who was not ip-
terested in the correspgndence. Did the
member mean to say that a letter ad-
dressed to the department by himself was
replied to to a third party?

Mr, Horan: Addressed to the only
representative body they could have there,
but it should have been addressed to him-
self. -

The TREASTURER: This was too
absurd to delay fhe time of the House
discussing. If certain persons wrote to
the department a veply would be sent in
due conrse. -If the member for the dis-
triet wrote to the department about any-
thing be was entitled to a veply, and got
it.  The member complained about an
acknowledgment in the meantime. Was
it not the right thing that a Jetter should
be acknowledged at once to show that it
had reached the department? The hoh.
member knew full well these letters with
requests had to be referred to probably
an inspeector, and a report had to he ob-
tained.

Mr, Horan: It was never referred to
an inspector.

The TREASURER: If the member
put his complaint in writing, or ealled
at his office, he undertook to probe the
grievance to the bottom, and he guaran-
teed the member would find the depart-
ment was not so much to blame as he
wished members to believe. There was
one thing he {the Minister) had heen
proud of in the Education Department,
and that was that the coirespondence had
been attended to as promptly as possible;
and there was no letter addressed to him-
self personally which had not been re-
plied to premptly, as a rule by return of
post unless some information had to be
sought first, then the letter was acknow-
ledged, and when the information was ob-
tained a reply was sent. With regard
to the complaint as to school teachers and
the very interesting article which the
member for Yilgarn read to the House,
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and which evidently was inspired, aceord-
ing to his own aecount, by some conversa-
tion he had with a reporter, it had a great
deal of reference to the member, and he
knew the member was very energetic in
attending to the requirements of his dis-
trict, and he was sure the member would
give him (the Minister) credit for being
energetic in replying to requests.

Mr. Horan: But the request did not
come before the Minister.

The TREASURER: All correspon-
dence did not come before him. There
was correspondence from 900 teachers,
and there were 381 schools in existence,
All deparfnental correspondence could
not possibly come before him, but any
letter addressed to Lim personally did
come before him, and received prompt
attention. With regard to the eomplaint
that there was no teacher, the reason why
one was not appointed was not because
of lack of funds but owing to the diffi-
culty that existed in getting junior
teachers to go to the very small schools.
It was impossible to get them; fhere were
at least eight or ten schools the Govern-
ment would like to open, but they eonld
not obtain. teachers for the purpose. [Mr.
Heitmann: Wages were rotten.] They
were better in Western Australia than in
any other portion of the continent. On
the fields the teachers received proper
goldfields allowances. They were very
well paid in Western Australia. He had
stated the reason why the depariment
could not get a teacher to go to a plaece
like Anaconda where there were 10 chil-
4iren, but where there was no aceommo-
dation. The member snrely wounld not
say the department shounld build a house
for a teacher of 10 children. There was
some talk of sending a schoolmistress up
there, but she objected as she counld not
get even ordinary lodging accommodation.
The department was trying to get a
young man to go to that camp to rough
it, and to put up with such aceommoda-
tion as was fortheoming. On this
-question members were making a moun-
tain out of a molehill. The department
was well handled by the Inspeetor-
General and his staff. There were better
facilities given in this State than in any
other part of the Commonwealth in pro-

-
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portion to the population. Naturally
there were individual cases where just
complaints could be made, but whenever
such were brought under his notice they
were promptly rectified if it was in his
power to do so.  With regard to the land
grants . for edueational purposes, that
question had been placed in the hands of
the Minister for Lands. Certain lands
had been set aside, more especially down
the Great Sounthern rallway, as a nuecleus
for a grant for educational purposes.
Wherever a new township was surveyed
care was taken to make a provision of
thal nature.

My, TROY: The Minister said better
facilities were given here in regard to
education than in any of the other States.
That was incorrect. He (Mr. Troy) had
been associated with the Edueation De-
partmeni of New South Wales, and knew
many of those persons now associated
with it. He had recenily made inguiries
and was well able to state how matters
were managed there.  He would admit
that the primary system in Western Aus-
tralia was much better than in any of‘the
other States, but he would not admit that
the same facilities were given to the
people. The Minister had stated he had
not supplied schools in certain distriets
because there were not sufficient children.

The Treasurer: They conld get half-
time schools if teachers were available.

Mr. TROY: Applieations had fre-
guently been made for schools where
there were only nine or ten children, but
none either full-time or haif-time had
been granted to his constituency. At
Gullewa there were 10 children. The
locality was somewhat remote but those
children had as much need for education
as any others in the Staie. Considering
the fact that the parents were labouring
under great disadvantages in pioneering
the State they were entitled to more con-
sideration than the parents in the metro-
politan area. The people there had heen
asking for a teacher for 12 months. An
inspector visited the locality recently, and
at last promised to subsidise a teacher.
Now, however, the department were puf-
ting a farther obstacle in the road, as
they wanted the parents of the children
to provide a school building. The people
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did not feel justified in doing that, In
New South Wales the position was totally
different, and if there were only seven or
eight children a half-time school was pro-
vided. The Treasurer had said this
system obtained here, but personally he
knew of no goldfields area where it existed.
He hoped the Mipister would remedy the
existing evils as quickly as possible.

State batteries, £27,839:

Mr. TROY: On the previous day he
gave notice of a question in regard to the
manager of the Coolgardie public battery.
In compliance with the general policy of
the Mines Department the manager wonld
have been removed from there, but be-
cause a requisition was sent down, which
was alleged to bear the signatures of rep-
resentative prospectors, leaseholders and
others. he was retained in his position.
The Minister gave him certain replies to
a question on the subject, and then there
was a request that the papers should be
laid on the table of the Hounse.

The 3linister for Mines: The papers
would be available on the following day.

Mr, TROY: In such circumstances he
need refer to the matter no farther.

Mr. STUART would like some
information with regard to State bat-
teries and their management in the future.
One item that was rather vexations was
with regard to prospectors and the posi-
tion they stood in so far as the accummu-
lated residues, previous to the taking of
assays in 1903, were concerned ; there was
a great amount of uncertainty among the
owners.

The Minister for Mines: Slimes or resi-
dues? '

My, STUART: Slimes.

The Minister: The hon. member said
residues.

Mr. STUART meant to say slimes.
There was great vneertainty in regard to
the position they stood in regarding these
slimes, and it was the subject of eon-
tinual argument. They did not know
what value to attach to these accumula-
tions. Was it the intention of the
Minister 1o extend the " State battery
system in the North Coolgardie district?
There were many places which had been
hanging on, where people had been put-
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ting money inte shows relying on the
promise that within a reasonable time
erushing facilities would be provided. He
wounld like to know whether it was the
Minister’s intention to provide those faei-
lities within the next twelve months, at
places such as Mt. Stirling or Mt Sir
Samuel, If it were known that no crush-
ing facilities were going to be provided,
the people who were putting money into
shows there would cease to do so. With
regard to the transfer of the State bat-
tery from Kalpini to Leonora, upor that
he thought hioged the establishment of &
SBtate battery somewhere else. Would
the State battery at Kalpini be taken to
Leonora; and would the ten-head battery
at Leonora he divided into two batteries
of 5-head each and made available for
some other place in that locality? He
would like more information on these
heads.

(Mr. Ewing took the Chair.]

Myr. HOLMAN: With regard to State
batteries and the attitude adopted by the:
Minister in connection with the grants
made to private individoals lately, he
wonld like to say a few words. They
found that insiead of extending the State
battery sysiem and giving prospeetors
and leaseholders facilities for having
stone treated, grants or loans had been
made to private individuals and in the
agreements that had been drawn up there
was absolutely no protection to the lease-
holder. The person who got a loan with
which to build a battery could, if he
liked, pay up that amount and was not
compelled afterwards to treaf stone for
the public. That meant that prospectors
and leaseholders who had been working
their properties, expecting to have their
stone treated at these privately-owned
batteries, would not be able to do so,
and the chances were that they would be
compelled to sacrifice their properties.
They had had unserupulons individnals
who would do everything possible to
damage properties in order to bring
about their abandonment. The Minis-
ter in granting loans to individuals was
only assisting those people to perhaps
ruin some promising distriet. It was
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not giving the prospector or leaseholder
any chance at all. It was a dangerous
proceeding and should not be tolerated.
He mentioned the case of Mr. Trude, of
the Karangahaki, at the 8-Mile. In
thal case that person was the only com-
pany promoter in that district; and he
was the only one who had got assistance.
He was given a grant of £1,000 on a
lease, prasiically not to ereet machinery
on it, but he was just given the money,
and then he paid away the same amounl
for the purchase of leases. When a pri-
vate individual had a battery and he
treated stone for the publie, they knew
well that there was a possibility of the
owners of that stone losing a great deal
of their gold. This resulted sometimes
in the abandonment of properties; and
people who were looking for cheap pro-
perties were able to.take them up at
their own price, or perhaps nothing at
all. Tt wus found also that provision was
made in the agreements that if sands
were not removed from the battery with-
in three days, the owner of the battery
could take possession of them. He main-
tained that that was a very bad policy
and in such cases be did not think the
loans were warranted. There were other
instances of a glaring nature which
showed how unjust to the leaseholders

and prospeetors in outback places these:

conditions were. If the Government
were justified in lending money to the
extent of £1,000 to some individuals to
erect batteries, they were justified in
erecting the batteries themselves. Peo-
ple were dissatisfied with these proposals
seeing that a new arrival eould come in
and get & loan of £1,000 simply because
he had some influence and exercised it.
It should be the poliecy of the Minister
to do all he could to facilitate and push
forward the interests of the people in
all the mining centres. He had men-
tioned this question, which he contended
should always be approached in a non-
party spirit. If the Minister went on
lending money to private individnals he
would ruin the industry or throw back
the movement for a very long time. He
(Mr. Holman) entered a very strong pro-
test against the procedure that had been
adopted.
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Mr. TROY: The Minister for Mines
recognised that in many of the goldfields

- distriets at the present time a great deal

of prospeeting was being done, and many
new localities were being opened up. He
also recognised that unless public bat-

‘teries were erected the prospectors would

not be able to hold on to their properties.
He thought the expenditure of money
would be better devoted to providing bat-
teries for prospectors than in fitting out
parties. He did not object to fitting out
parties, but there were many prospectors
who ought to be encouraged. At the
same fime they had to recognise that it
was of no use finding new fields unless
the prospectors were encouraged to stay
there and develop the properties they
found. During the past 12 months very
little had been done in connection with
the erection of State batteries. More of
it shonld be done because it was the best
way to assist the prospector.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In
connection with the matter of slimes that
had been acecumulating at the various
State batieries, it was in February, 1903,
that instruetions were given by him that
from that date the values of the slimes
should be taken and entered up, and that
if at any future date the department
erected slimes plants and recovered the
value of the gold, the customers of the
batteries would receive the value of those
slimes, less the cost of treatment. That
rule did not apply to-day, because since
the 1st February of this year the depart-
ment had been buying the slimes as well
as the sand® from the customers of the
mills. The department had been anxious
to organise some scheme for the treat-
ment of slimes. There were different
propositions in all the distriets. For in-
stance, at Wiluna it wonld be better to
slime evervthing as it went throngh the
mill and treat the whole resunliant—
slimes and sands—by one process. In
other cases it would be impossible to do
this, and a slimes plant would be needed
as well as a cyanide plant. The depart-
ment had now decided to erect slim
plants of the Cassells type, Rt
instroctions bad been given for the im-
mediate erection of these. It was neces-
sary to do so. On an average the de-
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partment had been paying 85 per cent.
for the slimes and sands going through
the mill and were not recovering more
than 50 per cent. of the valune by present
processes, so that about 35 per cent. of
the sands and slimes were not recovered.
It was absolutely compulsory, in order
that the department might recover the
money already. expended, to start the
erection of slimes plants, and members
could assure the various prospectors that
as speedily as possible small slimes plants
would be erected at the various mills
where it was considered there was suffi-
cient accumulation to warrant them; and
as soon as the slimes for which the Gov-
ernment had already paid were treated
the other slimes would be treated and
the values given 1o ihe prospectors less
the cost of treatment. Unforrunately. he
had been induced to purchasc a plant at
Kalpini in the hope of opening up the
distriet there. It had proved a failure
and he had decided to remove the plant
to Leonora, buf when at Kanowna he was
waited on and asked to stay his hand
until the stone already in sight had been
treated. This he had done, probably at
the expense of the people at ILeonora,
but he did not feel justified in taking
away the plant from Kalpini in the eir-
cumstances. He told the people of Leo-
nora that they eould rest satisfied that
instead of a 10-head mill a smaller plant
would be sent out eapable of treating
the stone in the district. At Mount Sir
Samuel it was guite a different proposi-
tion altogether. The people there were
anxious to get a battery, %ecause the
only means of crushing in the distriet
was an old plant absolutely useless for
the purpose. However, there was not a
single lease being worked outside the
Bellevue mine, and he had told the people
of Mount Sir Samuel that it was impos-
sible to spend State money in building
a plant for crushing stone when there
was not a man raising ore to bring to
the mill, and that if they would set to
work and open up the mining proposi-
& Joos their request would receive every

nsideration from the department. He
bad said it was an absurdity for him to
go ahead of the prospector with a erush-
ing plant, but he had promised that the
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State Mining Engineer would go through
the distriet and give an exhaustive re-
port which might induce people to go
through and start prospecting many of
the abandoned shows. He had said he
was not justified in promising to expend
money unless the men worked the shows
and got out stone in advance of the mill,
The member for Mount Magnet knew
the trouble he (the Minister) bhad gone
to in travelling 60 miles out of his way
to examine the Youandme distriet. Al-
though having a report in his possession
from the officer of the department to the
effect that if a battery were sent to the
distriet it would only prove the worth-
lessness of the district, he took the re-
sponsibility of promising that a small
mill would be placed there as speedily
as possible to give the people a chance to
improve the value of their holdings, be-
cause he was satisfied from what he saw
that the place had a foture before it,
and that if erushing faecilities were not
given the prospectors would be ecompelled
to sell to the first man that came along,
or to abandon their holdings altogether.
As far as that distriet was concerned he
had given an answer and taken a great
deal of responsibility upon himself, but
he felt satisfied that with ¢rushing faeili-
ties the place would become a good little
mining centre, and that the work would
tend to improve an area of auriferous
country he was led to believe extended
still farther south. He was averse to
putting a mill- between Nannine and
Meekatharra because he felt satisfied
that in the very near future we would
build a railway from Nannine to Meeka-
tharra. The desire of the Government in
ereeting erushing plants was to have
them econtinuously employed. We now
had mills capable of erushing 300,000
tons per annum, but we only averaged
100,000 tons, so that the mills were not
being used to more than a third of their
capacity. If they were more fully em-
ployed no doubt the work would be far
more economical than at present. He
felt that if we built the railway line and
fixed an ore bin at the station, we would
be able to carry the ore to Meekatharra
or Nannine mueh cheaper than we could
erush it at a small mill in the centre
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mentioned by the member for Murchi-
gon. In connection with the Trude ap-
plication, in the first instanee two appli-
cations were made, one by Mr. Trude
who represented a company, and the
other by Mr. James who represented a
syndicate. The department were desir-
ous of giving assistance to the syndicate,
and he went to the trouble of telegraph-
ing to Mr. James telling him that he
could not wait longer, and asking Mr.
James to come forward with his request
for assistanee from the department to
ereet a mill. Mr. James had not come
forward, and Mr. Trude bhad asked for
assistance on good security to the extent
of £1,000 to enable him to build a mill.

Mr. Holman: The -prospectors would
not crush there.

The MINISTER FOR MINES felt
satisfied they would. He had good
security for the money that had been
advanced to Mr. Trude. Some little time
age Mr. Trude heard that certain eritic-
isms were being made in eonnection with
the advance to him, and he offered the
Governmcent the £1,000 back again. He
(the Minister) told Mr., Trnde that he
preferred Mr. Trude should carry on the
sgreement for 12 months at any rate,
for erushing facilities were required for
the people in the distriet, and at his
request Mr. Trude refrained from pay-
ing the amount off. A clause was now
being embodied in all agreements that
where a loan was obtained from the de-
partment, and the person who obtained
the loan desired to pay it off, he conld
not do so but that some £20 or £30 of the
loan had to remain for a certain period,
which ensured the agreement being earried
out.

Mr. Troy: Was that loan made for the
purpose of assisting erushing

The MINTSTER FOR MINES : Es-
pecially to build the baitery. The condi-
tions were that Mr. Trude had to erush
for the public at a price to be approved
by the department.

Mr. Holman: Until the loan was paid
off.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: All
agreements were being amended in that
respect. The idea was first put forward
in econnection with the loan to pastoralists

[5 AvousT, 1908.]

State Batteries. 189
in the North-West. In that agreement
the amount cowuld not be paid off, but a
small amount had to remain on mortgage
for the period fixed in the agreement,
and the loan must stand during that
period, and the person obtaining the lean
must carry out the agreement. That
would apply to all advances in the future.
In regard to the sale or purchase of sands
the department found a difficulty in mak-
ing a hard and fast rule. He was to-day
dealing with an application sent in to the
department by a Mr. Metters. Two men
sent in some stone to be crushed at the
battery at Birrigrin. M. Metters com-
plained very bitterly that the battery was
not erushing according to the agreement.
In the agreement it was not eompulsory
that the sands had to be sold. The stone
was very rich and the sands were equally
rich, and the prospectors thought it would
be better if they had their own sands
plant. The owner of the battery wished
to insist on the Government regulation

applying, and that the prospectors be
compelled to sell the sands aceord-
ing to- the Government regulation,

because the battery owner knew that he
would make a profit on them. There was
very little profit on the erushing. It was
impossible to make a hard and fast rule
to compel the sands to be purchased, but
the person having the stone ernshed could
remove the sands. .

Mr. Holman: If he did not removae
them within three days he lost them.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Where
there were pits, these pits must be cleaned
out, or another person eould not come
along with stone to be erushed. Sands
had only to be removed a short distance.

Mr. Holman: But the battery would
not be stopped to remove the sands at
any time. They turned the next man's
sands on the top of the others.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If a
hard and fast rule were made injury
would be done to the customers, which
there was no desire to do. The system
at the present time was in a sort of transi-
ent stage, but he was exeeedingly hopeful
that the promise made on the fields, that
the sliding seale would be reverted to,
would be carried ount almost immediately.
He did not intend to reduce the erushing
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charges, but the payment would be ae-
cording to the value of the stone. High
grade ore would pay a higher rate than
had been charged in the past; and for low
grade ore the charge would be reduced
to a minimum. Stone going 7dwts. would
be c¢rushed for 8s., and 13dwt. stone would
come to about 15s. The department
wished to insist on an average price of
10s. a ton.

[Mr. Daglish resumed the Chair.]

Mr. HOLMAN: The Minister's ex-
planation was in no way satisfactory, be-
eause the Minister could give £1,000 to
Mr. Trude without safeguarding the pro-
spectors or leaseholders in any way. It
was usual when dealing with these matters
for the Minister to grease the fatted sow.
The prospectors at Yaloginda had not
been considered at all. Mr. Trude came
nto the place, hought a property, gave
a certain amount of money for it, and got
£1,000 from the Government to complete
the payment. The same thing ohtained
in other parts of the State. At Wiluna
the leaseholders were practically fleeced
for a good many years through the sands
aceount. As the Minister had said, over
50 per cent. of the gold went away in the
tailings, and during a good many years
these sands played into the bhands of
private individuals to the detriment of the
whole of those taking stone to the bat-
tery. 'It was very seldom that the lease-
holders got a fair go. Instead of getting
away from the present system the Mini-
ster encouraged it and gave Mr., Trude
£1,000.

The Minister: That did not apply to
Wiluna. )

Mr. HOLMAN: It di@ not. He had
been fighting for several years but the
matter iad been rectified. The first pay-
ment for sands was made abont a month
or six weeks ago. More consideration
should be paid in such a distriet as that
to the prospector and leaseholder who
were working their own properties. The
men who had paid as high as 12s. a ton
for cartage and who bad been in the dis-
triet for many years should be treated
with more consideration than the specu-
lator who had been there for a short time.
The latter had been placed in the position
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of holding practically the welfare of every
leaseholder in his bands. It would be
possible for him, or for anyone in a simi-
lar position, to treat the prospectors’ stone
and canse snch dissatisfaction at the poor
returns that he would be able to get the
properties in his own bands for practi
cally nothing. After bad treatment a%
the batteries there were bad returns,
which meant the throwing up of shows.
He failed to see why the prospectors
shonld be compelled to wait for assist-
ance until the railway was run from Nan-
nine to Meekatharra. All knew thers
was no place in the State where a railway
was more warranted than over that short
distance, or where a line would pay better
from the start. It might be a year or two
before the line was constructed.

The Minister for Mines: It was only
a short line, and its eonstruction would
not take more than five months after
autharity was once obtained.

Mr. HOLMAN: Many members had
visited the district, and were so convineed
of the necessity for the line that had
authority been asked for it would have
been granted at any time. The guestion
was whether they were going to encourage
the prospectors and leaseholders to hold
their properties and work them, or
whether they are going to back up one
individual in 2 ecommunity of 800 people,
and give him something that the others
were unable to obtain. With regard to
the general system of private batteries,
the Minister knew that in Cue where there
were private batteries preat dissatisfac-
tion had existed. There had also been
considerable dissatisfaction at Nannine,
but as soon as the soperintendent of hat-
teries went up there and found the man-
ager was not giving the men the treat-
ment he should do an alteration was
effected, and the dissatisfaction ceased.
With regard to a ecrushing which had
been taken there, it appeared that
the stone was taken from some seven old
dumps situated in different parts of the
district. He knew that distriet very well
and had gone all over it, and was sure
it would be impossible to get a 2 dwt
prospect return from any of the dumps,
yet the retwrn provided at the batiery
showed something over 2 ozs. He had
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seen samples taken from those various
dumps, and would stake his reputation
that when dollied the stone would not go
more than 2 dwts. When the question of
granting assistance to Mr. Trude was
brought up in the distriet the prospectors
at once expressed their dissatisfaction
with the proposal. The agreement with
that gentleman was absolutely useless as
far as the leaseholders and prospectors
of the distriet were concerned. He hoped
the Minister would give farther considera-
tion to the guestion.

Explosives and Analytical, £1,462.

My, SCADDAN : In eonnection with
this item he noticed in the report of the
Mines Department that some £97,310 of
explosives were condemned, and state-
ments were made against the various
guantities condemned during the year.
The remarks stated that some had been
condemnned “ owing to chemieal deteriora-
tion,” and others had been eondemned
“owing to containing an unauthorised
ingredient.” He would like to know from
the Minister how these nuantities that
were condemned were disposed of ¥ He
bad heard it rumoured that the depart-
ment bad permitied the people who im-
ported them to take those explosives ont
of the State again.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In
connection with the Explosives Depart-
ment tests were being made, and it was
discovered that use, in a small degree, was
being made of chloride of mereury in con-
nection with the manufacture of these
explosives.  That was contrary to the
formula preseribed by the State, but it
was approved by the German authorities,
and it had also been admitted by the
~ English authorities. But it was contrary
to the local tests. Cables were received
from England stating that similar explo-
sives had been made in Greal Britain,
and it was agreed that the explosives con-
taining that ingredient should be allowed
to go into use; but it was insisted that it
should not oceur again. The department
had given the people concerned a warning
that if the same ingredient were used in
the manufacture of these explosives, and
the discovery were made they would be
penalised.  The department discovered
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that this chloride of mercury was con-
tained in certain of these explosives, and
insisted upon very heavy fines being im-
posed in each case, and the people were
told that they could ship their gelignite
back to Germany, or they could destroy
it. They shipped it back to where they
could find a market for it. The depart-
ment allowed these people to ship the ex-
plosives back to Germany, and as far as
the department were concerned, they
levied a fine of £100 in each case.

Mr. SCADDAN: The statement of the
Minister was correct to an extent, yet he
found that by the report, in connection
with this particular ingredient, that the
case was not altogether as the Minister
had stated. Mr. Mann in his report
pointed out that he gave warning as long
ago as 1898 and 1900, and in another
case in 1905, Mr. Mann went on to
say:—

“It was pleaded by the manufac-
turers of the explosives that the chloride
of mercury was not added to deliber-
ately mask the heat test of the explo-
sive; that it was vsed in much of the
nitro-cotton manufactured on the Con-
tinent as a preservative or antiseptie,
and that there was no attempt to mis-
lead either the inspector or the con-
sumer. It is only fair to state that
only in one instance there appeared to
be some grounds to support these con-
tentions, but in the other two cases, in
view of the fact that they had been so
explicitly and ecarvefully warned that
their explosives gave evidence of the
presence of a masking agent, and also
that they must have been aware that
perchloride of mercury would act as
such a masking agent, there did not
appear to be any room for the exercise
of that leniency for which these claims
were made an excuse.”

He contended that the department had
not acted wisely in permitting those com-
panies to take the explosives out of the
State.

The Minister for Mines: There was no
objeetion to using them in Germany.
Mr. SCADDAN : But what evidenee

was there that the explosives were taken
back to Germany. )
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The Minister for Mines : They might
have been taken to South Africa for all
we knew.

Mr. SCADDAN : Yes;
used in some of the mines there. Or they
were perhaps taken to Vietoria. In view
of the fact that it was against the law of
the land, the companies should have sus-
tained the loss of these explosives. The
explosives should have been destroyed. He
recognised that the explosives might not
have been dangerous, but if these people
masked them hehind certain ingredients,
which were against the law, they deserved
the punishment that they received,
especially when they had been previously
warned, and in addition to the fines, the
explosives should have been destroyed.
Some brands of explosives admitted to
Western Australia were inferior in
quality and should not be used in the
mines. But until we could prevent their
being nsed nothing could be done.

THE MINTISTER FOR MINES: All
in eonnection with this matter had been
done on the recommendation of Mr.
Mann, the Chief Inspector of Explosives.
No one was more careful in regard to ex-
plosives than Mr. Mann, and the faect of
making these discoveries showed that he
was attentive to the work. As Minister
be had merely insisted that the fine should
not be less than £100. In the two cases
there was a fine of £100 each. .

and perhaps

Inspection of Machinery, £2,5381:

Mr. SCADDAN: There were one or
two matters in the report of the Inspec-
tion of Machinery Department contained
in the report of the Mines Department
requiring attention. The Chief Inspector
of Machinery had in the report published
a report furnished to bim by one of the
distriet inspectors, which was a gross
breach of faith on his part. Moreover it
contained statements to which he (Mr.
Scaddan) took strong exception.

Mr. Bath: The man who made the
statements admitted not being able to
prove them.

Mr, SCADDAN : As a matter of fact,
what was done was what the Minister
often complained about. Assertions were
made on the strength of someone else
making them, and were published with the
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admission that nobody could be found to
prove any specific ease, and the Minister
permitted it by having this report placed
on the table of the House. This was por-
tion of the Chief Inspector’s report:— |

“ Various reasons ave given for the
strong feeling against engine-drivers,
but the chief one appears to be that un-
like all otlier classes of labour, drivers
have not to rely on good work alone for
cmployment, but have the Jaw to assist
them to coerce employers to accept a
very poor return of serviece for a high
wage, especially in outback places
where men are searce.”

When such assertions were made the in-
spector responsible should be compelled
by the Minister to prove or withdraw
them. It was an undue reflection on a
large seetion of the community, and was
entirely unwarvanted. The report pro-
ceeded : —

“In a large engine-room where an
engine-driver has nothing to do but to
attend to bearings, ete., everything goes
smoothly, but when, as in many places,
the engine-driver is called upen to do
his own firing, or attend to other things
snch as battery plates and pamps in
his spare time, there is strong friction,
The man considers he is doing work be-
neath Lis dignity, and the owner con-
siders it nunreasonable that he should be
compelled to employ certificated men
to look after an engine that practically
needs no watehing.  Drunkenness is
frequenily eomplained of, but I eannot
get anyone to eome forward and sub-
stantiate general charges with a speeifie
ease, although I bave tried repeatedly.””

Probably Mr. Jones, the distriet inspec-
tor, had not intended this report to his
chief to be made publie. According to
the next paragraph the Chief Inspector,
a great lover of engine-drivers gencrally
aecording to his actions, appeared to have
issned ecireulars asking for all cases of
carelessness, incompetence, drunkenness,
and improper conduet on the part of
drivers to be hrought promptly under the
notice of the board of examiners, but
apparently the Chief Inspeetor couid not
get many instances, at any rate none re-
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lating to drunkenness.
on to say:—

“T know scores of very worthy
drivers, but many ore who without
certificates could not earn a living.”

That was also an undue reflection on a
large section of the community, and
should not be allowed to remain withont
being proved. The Minister might eall
on Myr. Jones to prove whether he knew
50 many engine-drivers who, without cer-
tificates, conld not obtain a living, Pro-
bably the case might be reversed, and it
might be said that without snug posi-
tions in the Machinery Department Mr.
Jones and others might not obtain em-
ployment. However, it was an absolute
disgrace that the Minister shonld allow an
Inspector of Machinery to threw this at
engine-drivers. The Chief Inspector, un-
less he were prejudiced against engine-
. drivers, wounld never have allowed a thing
of this nature to appear in the report, and
in sneh a cowardly fashion; not being
prepared to say it himself, but nsing the
words of one of the inspectors to do so.
The step was unworthy of the Chief In-
spector, and the Minister should eall wpon
that officer to withdraw the statemecnt.
On page 217 of the report the Chief In-
spector made reference to certain eriti-
cisms of the depariment made in this
Chamber. This was also a most remark-
able statement to have in any annual re-
port. He (Mr. Secaddan)} had not yet
discovered where any officer of the pub-
fic service had ever atiempted to make
such a statement eriticising members of
Parliament becanse they dared to make
mention of certain things being earried
on in a department. One of the privil-
eges of members of Parliament was to
dea! with any question needing eriticism.
Ministers were always ready to defend
their officers against unfair criticism, and
« smyely Mr. Matthews shonld be safisfied
with the manner in whieh the Minister
for Mines had defended him on all ocea-
sions, rightly or wrongly, principally
wrongly. In order that the Committee
might understand what was in the report
he would read the paragraph:—

“During last session of Parliament,
certain  sirictures were made in the
Leygislative Assembly on the admipis-

The report went
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tration of the Aet, and I desire to take
this opportuvity of impressing upon
the Hon. the Minister the urgent neces-
sity and desirability of taking steps to
bhave aileged complaints fully and
thoroughly inquired inte before being
brought before Parliament and the
publie.”
Apparently the officer had a fair idea of
how much influenee he had over the Min-
ister; but he seemed to have a false idea
of fhe influence the Minister had over
members. The Minister conld net compel
him (Mr. Seaddan) to have an inquiry
made on any matter brought forward if
he did not desire it. The worst feature
of this paragraph appeared later on. Tt
said :—

#T feel sure if this were done much
misconception could be avoided, and
wrong impressions which now get
abread and misrepresentations (unin-
tenfional and otherwise) might be ar-
rested.”

He wanted the Minister, in defending that
officer, to state to-night, or some other
occasion after he had seen that officer,
wlhat were the misrepresentations made
in the Assembly, that were intentional
and otherwise. He had a fairly live idea
that this paragraph was intended for him-
self, for he had wade certain eriticisms

of the Machinery Department last session. -

He thonght he was justified in making the
eritieisms and if in the future he thought
he was justified he would make farther
criticism. He had been unable to find
out where he had-made any misrepresen-
tation intentionally and otherwise. He
wanted Mr. Matthews or the Minister to
show him where he had made misrepre-
sentation, intentional and otherwise. The
Chief Inspector of Machinery lately was
running away with himself. He was hav-
ing too much rope. Since his office had
been removed to Wellington Street, far
from the Mines Department, he was hav-
ing such a swing that it was time the
Minister brought him baeck to have proper
control over him. He believed it was the
intention of the Minister to pay some
attention in the future to the Machinery
Departraent. Undoubtedly this depart-
ment was costing the country teo much
for the service it was rendering. Three



194 Supply Bill:

years ago he pointed out the cost; be-
canse of too much ceniralisation, too
much red tape, and too muoch duplication
of tlie work. One could hardly imagine
that a district inspector, who eame in con-
tact with machinery and boilers, was not
capable of saying whether it was safe or
what was a safe pressure until he had re-
ceived instructions from the Chief In-
spector. He was not prejudiced against
Mr. Matthews in any degree; persoually
he had nothing against him, only against
his administration. The Machinery Act
was nol receiving that administration
which was due to ii. 1f the Machinery
Aect was properly administered it was a
gond Act, and would render good serviee
to the State, but under the present ad-
ministration it was not having a fair deal.
In spite of this paragraph he (Mr. Sead-
dan) would make such criticism in the
futere as he thought necessary. He
could give instances of matters in the
Machinery Department whieh were ear-
ried out not in the best interests of the
country. He desired to draw the Minis-
ter’s attention to these particular para-
graphs, and ask what he intended to do
in eonnection wilh them,

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
This was the first time he had seen the
report of the inspector. The department
.were very anxious to get the Mines Re-
port out as usual so that it could be sub-
mitted to Parliament on the first day of
+ meeting, and he had not seen the report
previously. He agreed with the member
to a great extent. He did not like the
paragraph at all about ‘the engine-drivers.
If there was anything necessary fo make
ingairy about the report it should have
been made te him as Minister, and it was
the duty of the inspecior first to report
to the Minister. e thought in the report
dealing with the Machinery Depart-
ment there were staiements that were no
donbt offensive against a very deserving
section of the community.

Mr, Scaddan: The way the paragraph
got into the report was the worst feature.

The MIKISTER FOR MINES : It
was bere, and is was exceedingly hard to
justify it; be did not attempt to justify
it. When anyone desired to make a
charge about drivers being the worse for
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drink in public, it wanted strong evidence
before that was done. He would like the-
member to have brought the paragraphs
under his notice baeforehand; not that he
wiched to restrict the member from speak-
ing in Parliament, but if the member had
brought the matter under his (the Minis-
ter’s) notice before, he wounld have made
inquiries, and he would have come fully
seized with the faets. Certainly he
would not endorse the paragraphs, but
be might he able to bring some reason or
excuse from the Chief Inspeetor for hav-
ing put sueh paragraphs in the report.

My, Holman: Surely there was neo
reason or excuse for it.

The MINISTER: There might be. He
would like to find cut why the paragraph
was inserted, and if his aftention had
heen drawn to it previously he would
have been able to show what object the
ingpeetor had in placing the parvagraph
in the report. To his mind it was a state-
ment deserving, to a very great extent,
of censure. The other paragraph was
equally Dbad. Members of Parliament
could always please themselves whether
they cane to Parliament or to the de-
partment with their complaints. He did
not like the paragraphs; he did not like
either of them, and he would be only too
pleased to inquire into the matter gener-
ally, e would draw the attention of the
Tnder Secretary of Mines to the para-
eraphs, and ask for an explanation with
regard to them. The inspeetor was quite
justified in trying to exonerate himself as
to any charge agninst his department, but
this paragraph was so vague and dealt
with generalities that he did not agree
with it.

Mr. COLLIER : Would the Minister
make a statement as to the criticism which
had been indulged in lately as to the
wazes paid on the railways? If the
Minister had spoken on the Address-in-
Reply, no doubt he would have replied
fo the ecriticism that had taken place.
Perhaps it wonld be well to hear some-
thing of the watter now,

The MINISTER FOR MINES would
deal with the question of the appoint-
ment of Mr. Short on the following day,
and would then go fully into the phase of
the question just referred to.



Supply Bill :

+ Electoral, £3,310:

. Mr. HOLMAN: This was a question
requiring to be dealt with. He would
like to receive an assurance from the
Attorney General thatin all centres where
it was mnecessary polling places would be
provided. In the recent elections for the
Upper House provision was not made in
places where polling booths should have
been established. . There were a good
many isolated centres in Westerm Auns-
tralia, and therefore exfra precantions
shonld be taken to enable people there
to record their votes. As to appointing
persons to take postal votes, it was
known that in some places there was no
provision made at all. Was it the inten-
tion of the Government to appoint extra
persons to take those votes #

Mr. TROY : The chief electoral officer
was a gentleman who, if he were given
the necessary authority, wonld do his
utmost to see that facilities were provided
everywhere for electors to register their
votes, but an assnrance was needed that
that authority would be given to him. In
many electorates the population was so
scattered that quite a number of booths
were reqnired, and possibly the depart-
ment with the idea of saving money,
might refuse to provide these econ-
veniences. Every facility should be given
to electors to record their voles. As to
postal vote officers, eonsiderable delay had
ocenrred in connection with the Legisla-
tive Counecil elections through diffienlty
in getting postal votes registered, and it
was to be hoped that simifar trouble wonld
not oceur in connection with the general
elections. It was desirable that partisans
ghould not be appointed to take these
postal votes. It was often the custom
to appoint justices of the peace to the
position, but even they had frequently
cansed dissatisfaction, and it was not
altogether the best policy fo decide that
all justices of the peace should be ap-
pointed. A great majority of these gentle-
men were of high characier and would
probably carry out their duties in a fair
manner, but there were others who would
be distinet partisans of one or other of
the candidates. The best persons to ap-
point were civil servants, school teachers,
railway station masters, ete. They were
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generally persons not very prejudiced.
Too often justices of the peace held pretty
strong views in regard to politics. TIi
was to be hoped that the justice of the
peace for Fremantle who took voies for
the East Fremantle district at the last
elections would not be allowed to take
any niore. More attention should be paid
in the Treasurer’s electorate to the selee-
tion of these officers.

The Treasurer would take eare of that.

Mr. TROY : On a previons oecasion
the Treasurer took care that one of these
officers went canvassing to the Leeuwin
on his behalf,

The Treasurer: That would be against
the Act.

Mr. TROY was at Karridale on the day
when that officer retwrned from taking
postal votes at the Leeuwin.

The Treasurer : How did the hon.
member know that the officer was can-
vassing %

Mr. TROY : The Minister wounld not
deny that the officer had been canvassing.
It was during the Ministerial election
three years ago. Many people in the
district knew the officer, and that he had
been canvassing for the Minister.

The Treasurer : But he did not can-
vass.

Mr. TROY : Partisans shounld not be
chosen to take postal votes.

My. SCADDAN agreed that if the
Chief FElectoral Officer was given an
authority to act, he would do so in the best
interests of all, and there would he very
little to complain abont at the next elee-
tion. With regard to the rolls, he
believed everything possible was being
done by that officer, who was in a pecunliar
position.  He was expected to declare
that the rolls were complete; sometimes
they were anything but coroplete, becaunse
he could pot satisfy himself that all his
canvassers had gone carefully through the
localities allotted them. As a matter of
fact some loealities had very often heen
missed altogether. He believed it wonld
have been better to have published in the
papers a list of the names of the people
objected to, rather than to send notices
out. The work would not have been s¢
expensive and would have been more satis-
factory. At the present time unless a
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person received a notice of objection he
took it for granted that his name was still
on the roll. Rolis had been issued up to
the 25th of July, that was those that had
been made up to that date. He was in-
formed now that supplementary rolls
wouild not be available until after the
writs had been issued.

The Attorney General: That was not so.
The rolls would be issued as soon as they
could be completed.

Mr. SCADDAN: That at any rate was
the information he had received, and the
result would be that the same thing would
apply as happened at the last general
elections. Many claims were sent in, and
people would have no opporiunity of
finding out, until it was too late, whether
they were on the roll or not. Would it
not be possible to get a list of the names
and post them up at the office of the Chief
Electoral Registrar? In that way per-
sons eould satisfy themselves that their
names wounld appear on the roll.

Mr. T. L. BROWN endorsed the re-
mark of the member for Mount Magnet
that care should be exercised in econnection
with the appointment of postal officers.
He wonld make the suggestion that a per-
son reeeiving papers or hooks from the
Chief Electoral Officer for the purpose of
taking postal votes should immediately
afier the clection was over return by post
those papers or books to the Chief Elee-
toral Officer, or to the returning officer of
the distriet, and that then they shonld be
checked. At the present time there was
no check at all. [The Attorney General:
There was the butt.] The butt was never
ealled for. He had pointed that out last
session, and if-it had come into operation
sinee then he would be very pleased to
know of the fact. Any person who de-
sired to be unserupulons had the oppor-
tunity of destroying any vote he had re-
ceived, and fill in another paper and send
it along. An instanee ocemrred in the
district he represented, where a justice of
the peace, appointed to receive . postal
votes, drove his own vehicle and pair of
horses during the whole day of the elec-
tion. After the poll was declared that
night be (Mr Brown) took that justice of
the peace to task. He thonght they
shouid appeal to reason in such a matter.
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Was it likely that this justice of the peace
was going to take people to the polling
booth without asking them to vote for the
person he was supporting? Again,
during the recent election for the Central
Provinee, a person was appointed to
receive postal votes, and this person, it
transpired, had left the distriet some 18
months previously, eonsequently some 20
or 25 persons were disfranchised, Many
of these people were now living 30 or 40
miles from polling places, and were dis-
franchised beeaunse no facilities were given
them to vote. Particulary, the Attorney
General should recall the books for the
purpose of examination immediately after
an election.

My, ANGWIN: No doubt the Chief
Electoral Officer should make inquiries in
regard to persons appointed to take postal
votes.  Notwithstanding the Attorney
General had written that it was not in-
tended lo close the electoral office at Fre-
mantle during three days of the week as
suggested, unless it was shown that such

-removal would not interfere with the work

of the office, until after the next elections,
the office of the West Province had been
removed to Perth, and this took place
before the election. The step taken had
been the means of disfranchising at least
one voter; beecause owing to the fact that
the number of the house had been put on
the claim instead of the number of the
block, the claim was not allowed, and there
was no time to make the correction before
it was too late to get a vote for the last
Legislative Couneil elections.  Appar-
ently there was something loose, becanse
other claims in which the same informa-
tion was given were accepted. Was it
intended to close the Fremantle office or
not? One reeognised that every en-
deavour was being made to make the rolls
as up-to-date as possible, but it would be
far better to have permanent ecensus
officers to keep the rolls continually up to
date.

(12 o’clock midnight.]

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In re-
gard to the establishment of polling
places, the Chief Electoral Officer had
compiled as far as possible from records
in the possession of the electoral office,
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the numbers polled at the different polling
places in the past, no record having been
kept until vecently. The result of this
-effort was that it was found that in some
elections only one or two voites were re-
corded at some polling places, and on the
other hand it was pointed cut by thosein-
terested that polling places were not avail-
able where there was a large number of
voters, owing 1o insuffieient information
being in the possession of the office, and
owing to not having proper records. That
omission was now being repaired as far as
possible, but in many cases more faeilities
were given for votfing by the postal-vote
system than by establishing polling places.
This applied in & large measure to agri-
cultural centres where the establishment
of 2 polling place might be thought to ke
a good thing; but if the settlers eould use
the postal voie between the issue of the
writ and polling day. far better results
would be achieved than by compelling
them all to go into a ecommon centre on
one partienlar day.

Mr, Angwin: Could any person vote
hefore the issue of the writ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No.
As to postal-vote officers, eare was taken
to select desirable men, and the returning
officers in the various distriets were con-
sulted on the matter. The appointments
must depend on local information, for the
-department could not consult members of
the House on the matter. Although he
had great respect for members, he would
not like to ask them to recommend men as
postal vote officers. The member for
Ivanhoe had now warned him as to any
false economy. He was glad to hear it,
because he had some fear as to being able
to defend the large expenditnre which had
been incurred. Money had been spent
to an amount which Parliament might find
it hard to sanetion, but he would be able
to put in a defence and show that the
money had been spent well. The Chief
Electoral Officer bad had to pay for work
that was done, but it was necessary work.
There had been a complaint that postal
vote officers did not receive the necessary
papers so as to enable people to reeord
postal votes; but he believed this would
not happen in the future. It did happen
in the Northam election; but any postal
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vote officer with common intelligence, if
he had not a book of papers, would write
or wire for them, and not let the depart-
ment imagine that he was fully supplied.
The roll, be was assured by the Chief
Electoral Officer, would represent at least
90 per cent. of the electors; he hoped to
Under our
present electoral law it was necessary io
give 14 days' notice of the intention to
issue a writ; and until that notice was
given, claims could be received. The
question arose a5 to prinfing the sopple-
mentary rolls. In some eases these
might be large in volume, but not in many
instanees. The estimate made was that
the supplementary roll would not repre-
sent more than 5 or 6 per cent. In large-
centres the main roll wounld not be ex-
haustive, but would be very uvearly ex-
hanstive. Where there would he large
supplementary rolls was in the country
districts where the eanvass had not been
so complete as in the large centres, and
owing to the weather conditions the claims
had not been reeceived in time. The sup-
plementary roll would be issued within a
few days of the issne of the wiit. If all
the names were put onr one supplementary
roll it would be beyond possibility to have
that roll printed before the eleetion, he-
¢ause claims conld be admitted right up to
the issue of the writ. Butl in cases where
there were anything like a large number of -
names there would be more than one sup-
plementary roll issned. It was all a
question whether the department could
produce the supplementary rolls. The
Government were not prepared to under-
take the expense of printing the names in
the newspapers. The Government were
spending a large amount of money in
directions that were wise and proper, but
if we added to thai.the publication of
pnames in the newspapers it would swell
the cost to such an extent that the depart-
ment could not stand it.

My, Scaddan: What about posting the
names on a list?

The ATTORNEY GENERATL: Yes,
the electoral officer would be advised fo
do that. The member for East Fre-
mantle (Mr. ‘Angwin) was anxious to
know if the electoral office at Fremantle
would be continued. When the prepara-
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tion of the rolls was complete there wounld
pot be suffieient work to keep the officers
employed permanently, and the Chief
Electoral Officer suggested that the de-
partment should keep the Fremantle office
open every day of the week at any time
when an election was approaching, and
when a coosiderable number of people
would be inquiring about the rolls, but
after the election was over it was antiei-
pated that there would be some time when
the public demand would have ceased and
the department would not be justified in
keeping the office open. For that reason
afier the elections had taken place, unless
there was some reasonable cause, the elec-
toral officer at Fremantle would attend on
certain days of the week, as often as neces-
sary, but that did not mean, in the opinion
of the Chief Electoral Officer, that the
officer should attend every day of the
week.

Mr. Holman: What sbout a polling
booth being erected at Yaloginda?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If the
returning officer thought it of sufficient
importance to make that a polling place.

Mr. Holman: The residents wanted a
permanent polling booth erected.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It was
not proposed to erect polling booths any-
where.

Stipendiary Magistracy, £10,456:

Mr. T. L. BROWN: Recently the
Crown Law Department had seen fit to
economise by taking from the resi-
dent local officer at Northampton
the position of resident magistrate.
The position was that the distriet was
rather a small one for a resident medical
officer who would not be able to live on
the salary he got for that position, to-
gether with outside practice. With the
positions of resident magistrate and
warden added to it, however, it was worth
while for a doctor to remain there. The
present doctor being dissatisfied with the
alteration made was now making arrange-
ments to leave the distriet, which would
mean there would be no medieal officer
nearer than 34 miles away. The settle-
ment had a radins of from 25 to 30 miles,
and was one of the most prominent agri-
enltural districts in the State. The
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officers of the Snrvey Department were
now surveying new country which would
be taken up immediately they coneluded
the work, and it would be a very bad
thing for the distriet if it were left with-
out a medical officer. It was one of the
oldest distriets in the State, and one of
the most promising from an agricultural
and minibg standpoint. Certain duties
previously performed by the officer had
been added to the work of the official at
(Geraldton, the result being that anyone
wishing to bring matters before the loecal
court had te wait upon the eonvenience
of the QGeraldton Resident Magistrate,
who would bave to travel periodically
to Northampton to undertake this work.
The Glovernment should fix the matter up
speedily in fairness to the residents of
the distriet.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : The
question of the abolition of the post of
Resident Magistrate at Northampton was
brought under his notice some time ago
by the memher for Greenough (Mr.
Stone). There had been nothing more
clearly emphasised in this Honse than
the necessity, when the opportunity arose,
of taking the administration of the law
away from the medical officers. It bad
been pointed ont again and again, that a
medical officer was not suited, owing to
his profession, to administer the law ;
therefore, when an opportunity did arise
under the elagsification of magistrates for
making an appoiniment of a Resident
Magistrate pure and simple—true that
officer was the Resident Magistrate of
Geraldton, but Northampton was only 37
miles away by ratl—it was done. It was
therefore proposed to attach the magis-
tracy at Northampton to the duties of
the Geraldton Resident Magistrate. In
order to assist in keeping a doctor there
the Crown Law Department offered to
pay £50 a year to whoever was selected
by the Medical Department, on eondition
that he acted as clerk of courts, and
wonld also act as deputy collector of
revenue. The department thought that
by this means a doctor would continne
to reside at Northampton. It was abso-
Tutely unfair to ask the Attorney
General’s vote to carry the salary of =
doctor. If it were wise that the law
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should be administered by men other than
doctors, the department could not possibly
go farther than they had dope in the
present case. The present oecupant of
the position had been offered the sum he
had mentioned, but would not accept
it. The department could not revert to
the position of having a Resident Magis-
trate at Northampton who was a doctor.

Mr. STONE : The explanation given
with regard {0 the question by the
Attorney (eneral was not at all satis-
factory, and certainly the arrangement
arrived at by the department was not
in the best interests of the community.
It was a large centre with about one
thousand people. There was much new
settlement in the district, and 2 magistrate
should be retained there. It was unfair
that he should be removed to Geraldton,
-and it appeared to him to be merely the
thin end of the wedge towards getting
1id of the doctor. The department knew
that no mediecal man would hold the
position for the palétry salary he would
receive for being in the district as doctor
only. If no arrangemenis were made
‘the people wounld be left without medical
assistanee, and anyone wanting a doctor
would have to pay from £23 to £30 in
order to obtain the services of one from
Geraldton. There were many distriets
with less population having a THesident
Magistrate and a resident doctor. [The
Attorney General :  Where were such
-distriets 1] Carnarvon was one. It was
a very unjust act on the part of the
‘(Government to enter on a cheese-paring
policy of this kind, while at the same
time they were throwing money awayin
other “places. ' The disiriet was not
looked after properly in many ways. One
officer should do all the work. He was
not at all satisfied with the explanation
of the Attorney General, and assnred the
Government they had not heard the last
-of it

Mr. TROY: The residentis of North-
ampton had asked him to assisi their
member in this matter. He thought
it was very unwise to penalise a settle-
ment where the population was Small
and scattered as it was at Northampion.
The Government knew that unless a
doctor received an adequate salary he
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would not stay in such a small place, He
hoped the Atiorney General would not
take away the salary in this case, and
that he would keep the position com-
bined as it was at present,

The Attorney General: It was the
result of the classification of the Public
Service Commissioner.

Mr. TROY : Sometimes it was deemed
wise to accept the elassification of the
Commissioner, but at other times, when
it did not snit, the elassification was
scattered to the winds. In this district,
he repeated, there were not enough people
to provide among themselves an adequate

salary.

Mr. SCADDAN': Members werse
lending too much importance to this
little hamlet of Northampton. Heknew

of places on the goldfields that were with-
ont railway communication ; and while
it was much more difficult to get a
medical officer at those places, they heard
no complaints from the people there. It
was not a fair proposition to ask the
State to pay this salary, and he was
satisfied the Attorney General was taking
the proper action in the matter.

Mr, T. L. BROWN regretted that some
members had looked upon this matter in
the light that they had done. It was all
very well to say they had railway com-
munication to Northampton, but the
train, he would point out, ran only once
a week. Aeccidents were likely to occnr
in such a place where mines were.

The Attormey Gemeral : But the mines
were all shut down.

Mr. T. L. BROWN : The Attorney
General would find there were men there
struggling for a living, and they were
not getting the assistance they deserved.
The mines were far from being shut
down. The request was a trifling one,
and ounght to be conceded.

The ATTORNEY: GENERAL : The
matter had been viewed by him simply
from the point of view of the administra-
tion of the law. Probably a case could be
made out for the Medical Department to
supply a doctor for the district, but cer-
tainly it was not necessary to keep a
Resident Magistrate at Northampton.
It would be far better to have an officer
trained in the law residing at Geraldton.
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However, the Crown Law Department
were prepared to pay £50 to a resident
medical gentleman snbsidised to any ex-
tent by the Medieal Departinent, The
member for Creenough (Mr. Stone)
shonld endeavour to get the Colonial Sec-
retary to supplement this sum.

Mr. HOLMAN : It was absmid to
keep a Resident Magistrate at Northamp-
ton when the Resident Magistrate at Cue
had to {ravel 60 miles by rail and 120
miles by coach in order to get to Peak
Il Xo one would oYject to a fair
amount being paid for a medical officer
at Northampton, but there was strong ob-
jection to allowing medical officers to at-
tach the letters R.M. to their names, thus
giving the distriet far greater importance
than was warranted. There were already
too many medical men as resident magis-
trates. One medical gentleman recently
sentenced a wan for life to the Fremantle
Lunatie Asylum, and in another case a
man charged with being of wusound mind
was fined 5s. and costs, These were two
samples of the manner in which these
medieal mentlemen fulfilled the duties of
a resident magistrate. The sooner we did
away with the appointment of these
gentlemen as vesident magistrates the
better it would be for the administration
of the law. Certainly it was not neces-
sary fo have a resident ragistrate in a
sniall hamlet like Northampton. It was
thue for members to smile when the need
for a magistrate at Northampten was put
forward.

The MINISTER FOGR WORKS : The
desive of the Colonial’ Secretary was to
have a medical oflicer at Northampton
and to give any reasonable assistance of
that nature hecause the train service from
Geraldton was not too good.

Mr. STONE was not satisfied with the
Governnient in thiz matter. The idea was
apparently fo do away with boeth posi-
tions, that of magistrate and that of
medical officer, because the sum placed
an {he Estimates for a doetor was alto-
gether inadequate. It was necessary to
have someone at Northampton in charge
of the lands office, and to be registrar of
mines as well as magistrate, and the posi-
tion of medical officer should go with
these positions. The people at Northamp-
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ton did not wish to be put back in the old
position when it often ecost a man £25 to
get a doctor out from Geraldton. Appar-
ently the member for Murechison was not
acquainted with the cireumstances of the
case.

Mr. SCADDAN had not indulged in
any levity on the matter, but if North-
amplon, with railway communication to
Geraldton, needed a medical officer, there
were places in the Ivanhoe distriet where
a medical oflicer was far wore essential.
At Boorara for instance, right away from
railwoy communication, there were 250
wen employed in one wine, and there was
no  medical offieer in the place. If an
accident oceurved it would be necessary
to get a doetor out from Kalgoorlie over
a very rough road.

The Minister for Mines: The road was
in good ovder. He had been over it
lately. .

My, SCADDAN: The road was not a
decent one. The proposal of the Attor-
ney General was a good one, and ought to
be accepted. :

Public Works and Buildings, £171,799:

Mr. HOLMAN: The revenue expendi-
ture ou works and buildings had heen de-
creased and loan expenditure increased,
though, apparently, this time there was
to he no expenditure from the General
Loan Fund on publie buildings. IPublie
works, bnildings, and roads were heing
nezlected just now. Was it intended to
pursue the same policy in the future as
that whieh had been pursued during the
past few years, and negleet to-carry out
these works from the Consolidated
Revenne? Several important matters
had heen placed hefore the Minister
lately. Was the expenditure on these
works to be increased from luan, or
wonld the work be earried out from
vevenue ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
amount on the schedule represented
abour cne-third of last year’s estimate,
and it would be properly and fairly ex-
pended. no urgent works being negleeled.
While assistance from the ecoffers of the
State was being decreased, the amount
received from rates by the different roads
boavds was heing increased, and there was.
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fair prospeet in the coming vear of many
of the hoards increasing their rates. As
to tlie expendintre of money on unpro-
ductive works, it was a hard thing to
draw the line between what was a re-
productive and what was an unproduec-
tive public work. For instance, the Clare-
mont Asylum wonld he regarded by the
bon. member as an unproductive work;
bui he was told by the Colonial Seeretary
that as soon as those buildings were com-
pleted and all the patients placed there,

the administrative cost for looking after -

insane paitents would be reduced by
£3,000 a year; therefore that work could
not be altogether called unproeduetive. If
sufficient money was not coming in for
the erection of school buildings, he (the
Minisier) would not hesitate to erect
them out of loan, because it was one of
the best investments we eould make. Then
money had to be spent on roads which
were feeders to railways, and bridges had
to be erceted. There was expenditure in
the maintenance of harbours. the stock-
yards, water supply generally, bores in
agrienltural aveas, and artesian bores, and
additions and repairs and mainienance
of existing buildings, which last was a
heavy dtem, [Mr, Molman : Would a
pulice court be buill at Meekatharra?)]
One could not give information now on
every little item. Necessarily there had
hardly been time to prepare the details
as to every work, but everything to which
the Government were eommitted was in-
clnded in the vote.

[Mr. Ware took the Chair.)

Mr. TROY: The Minister prided him-
self on the fact that whilst the depart-
menta! vote had decreased, the amounts
received by the loeal roads boards were
inereasing. The Minister would lead one
to believe that while less was being spent
by the department, the roads were in an
equally good state as in former years.
That was not so. In the mining electo-
rates there had been heavy rains and
roads had been swept awav and bridges
broken down. The local boards were un-
able to raise the money required to put
the roads in order again. He hoped the
roads boards would be able to carry out

the necessary work of repairing so as te
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assist in the development of the various
distriets of the State.

Colonial Secretury, £3,100:

Mr. TROY (continuing): The adminis-
tration of the Colonial Secretary's depart-
ment was worse than the administration
of any other. Some time ago a select
committee of this Flouse gave serious con-
sideration to the alleged existence of
sweating in Western Australian indus-
tries; and while the report of the com-
mittee was ecouched in moderate language,
it showed that sweating did exist to a
considerahle extent. Every effort had
been made to get the Government to do
something, but nothing was being done.
A great deal was said by Ministers from
time to time that this State was being
developed and everything done to assist
the pecple working in connection with
some of the factories, particularly women-
folk, but nothing was done to better their
condition. Some women in factories were
receiving from 10s. to 12s. a week, and
how were these women expected to live
under such eonditions ¢ At Foy & Gib-
son’s it would be found there were a great
many women working in their factory
and shop who were not reeeiving more
than 10s. a week; he supposed T0 per
cent. of the employees were receiv-
ing from 12s. to 15s. per week.
Surely that was sweating, and no eountry
was in & proper state where that sort of
thing existed. The manner in which the
recommendations of the select committee
had been ignored should be pgreatly con-
demned.  Absolutely nothing had been
done, and it was high time these people
received consideration.  Assistance was
given to men engaged in the various in-
dustries, but nothing was done on behalf
of the unfortunate women working in fac-
torvies. This department was the worst-
administered in Australia, and absolute
incompetence marked every aetion taken.

Mr. T. .. BROWNX: Recently a great
deal had been said with regard to the
treatment allotted to the police foree.
The preseut position needed serious con-
sideration. From the Press reports and
from remarks in the papers recently, it
appeared that men who were eatitled to
promotion through vacaneies oecurring
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were not permitted to be appointed to fill
the place of men who had held higher
positions unless they did so without re-
ceiving an advance in salary. Such state-
ments as these had not been denied. Men
were receiving 6s. 6d. or 7s. a day, where-
as they were entitled to a considerable in-
erease on that sum.

Mr. SCADDAN: The latest phase of
the immigration question was one to
which be desired to take the greatest
possible exception. In last week’s Sunday
Times appeared the following advertise-
ment :(—

“ Notice to Farmers and Others.—
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Perth, July
21st, 1908. The Government have de-
cided to grant passages at £5 to suit-
able single faymers and farm labourers,
npon their depositing with the Agent-
Gieneral (in addition to the passage
money of £3) the sum of £10, which
will be refunded to them upon arrival
in the State. It is desired, therefore,
to bring under the notice of farmers
throughout the State that experienced
farmers -and farm labourers are arriv-
ing fortnightly from the United King-
dom, and that many of them are open
for engagement vpon arrival. The Gov-
ernment will be glad to receive applica-
tions from those who desire to obfain
any farm assistance or who can offer
employment to farmers of any class.
All applications, inquiries, etc., in this
connection shonld be addressed to Mr.
James  Longmore, Superintendent,
Government Labour Bureau, Perth.—
F. D. North, Under Secretary.”

Tt was apparent, from the statement made
in the paper, that the Government were
introdueing labourers to the State to com-
pete in the already over-stocked labour
market. During the past few days a
statemeni was made to him which he he-
lieved to be correet, that the Labour
Burean now was nothing more nor less
than an immigration dep6t. The immi-
grants made application and were found
work in the State, while hundreds of men
were daily applying for employment and
could not get it. Some of the immi-
grants had gone ringbarking. This was
absolutely unfair to our own people.
. Some of the unemployed had spoken to
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him on the previons Monday; they were
farm labourers, but they objected to work
for the wages offered in the agricultural
districts. They mentioned ecases of im-
migrants working at elearing the land and
only earning 5s. a week. That was a
disgrace. From the advertisemenis ap-
pearing in the papers, farmers were asked
{o communicate with Mr. Longmore if
they wanted men; in response to these
requests immigrants were sent to them
to do the work, other men had also gone,
but they discovered on getting to the
spot they could not earn tucker. One
man had said that while empioyed in this
way he had lost even the few shillings
he had previously to going to the distriet.
Another complaint was that whereas the
immigrants received every possible atten-
tion from the Labour Burean the unem-
ployed received none. There were num-
bers of unemployed whe waited about
outside the depdt all day long in the bope
of getting employment, but the instrue-
tions to the immigrants were that they
shonld see Mr., Longmore after office
hours, and they were interviewed at the
back door. This was ahsolutely unfair,
Another eomplaint was that men who had
received railway passes to go into the
country were treated harshly in the way
of obtaining a refund of the amount,
The sum advanced to them was deducted
from the first money earned, and the re-
sult was that often these men had to
work for the first week on half tucker
in order that their railway fare might be
paid. Surely with a fare costing from
£1 to 30s. an arrangement should be made
whereby the men should be allowed a few
weeks in order to pay it back,

Mr. Troy: Did the immigrants refund
their fares 1

Mr. SCADDAN was not able to say as
fo that. He hoped the Government
would see the folly of their way, if he
conld express it so, and he was satisfied
that as the method became better known
among the workers there would be a
great outery. If it was continued there
would be worse effects than those existing
at the present time. If a roll were called
he was certain that there would be a
muster of over 1,000 men. He thought.

the duty would devolve on the Opposition
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to acquaint the people in England of the
condition of things as they existed here.
At the present time there was more de-
pression in this State than in any State
of the Commonwealth.

[1 o’clock a.m.]

Mr. Ewing: That was absolute non-

- Reénse.

Mr. Troy: Most certainly nonsense.

Mr. SCADDAN: Because there were
only a few bundred names on the re-
gister at the Burean, the Government
were under the impression that was the
total. There were many people, however,
out of work who would not register at
the Burean. The Bureau was coupled
with the Charity Department, and this
meant that many people on that score
refrained from going near it. The un-
employed had lost faith in the Buvean,
and unless something was done to rectify
the mistakes made there, the Burean
would become a menace to everybody in-
stead of 2 blessing. Hon. members would
have him believe that there was practi-
cally no depression here; buf go where
we would, we would find there was an
over-siocked labour market. [Mr. Ewing:
That was not his experience.] Well, that
was his own experience. The member
for Collie did not move about in quarters
where he could discover it. There was a
good deal of truth in the stafement that
there was not sufficient diserimination at
the other end when immigrants were
selected for the State.

Mr. BATH: For the information of
those hon. members whe shouted out
“monsense,” he had only to refer them to
the report of the Supevintendent of the
Labour Bureau for last year. Of 7,038
registrations, the engagements were only
a little more than half that number. It
was also stated that work was provided
by the Bureau for 125 immigrants. T1f
they turned to the reports of the resident
magistrates at Kalgoorlie, Coolgardie, Yil-
garn, Bread Arrow, and other places it
would be found that the statement
generally  was “supply of labour is
greater than the demand.” Tuarning fo
the reports of the agricultural societies,
it would be seen there that the questions
asked were, what the demand was, if any,
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and the prospeets of employment. From
Albany it would be seen that the demand
was small, and that “nél”’ was the answer
given to the other question. The seere-
tary of the Albany Horticultural Society
said there was a demand for men for
clearing, but the place was so full of
unemployed that the men were soon ab-
sorbed.

The Premier: The hon. member should
refer to the wheat country, instead of
quoting from coastal reports.

My, BATH : The secretary of the Great
Southern Agrieultural Society stated in
his report that there was a demand for
farm labourers, and after the 14th March
a number of men would be able to obtain
work clearing land. The secretary of the
Greenhills Soclety said that there were
any amount of men about.  Anyhow,
right through, the whole of this report
bore out' the contention of the member
for Ivanhoe, that throughout the State
there was a surplus of labour. In his
opinion, therefore, it was eriminal 1o
bring men out to compete in the labour
market, which, aceording to evidence, was
overstocked. We had been assured that
the effects in regard to immigration would
be in the direetion of encouraging people
with capital to come out. If the policy
that had heen lately adopted was per-
sisted in, the true position should be
stated in some of the papers cirvculating
throughout the length and breadth of the
United Kingdom.

The PREMIER: With regard to the
question of the unemployed, he was of®
opinion that that difficulty was not nearly
as serions in Western Australia as it was
in the other States. It was strange to him
that it had not been brought under his
notice before, 1t was only a fortnight
ago that the gentleman who was in charge
of the clearing work at Denmark travelled
over the whole of the Great Southern
railway with the intention of getting men.
A fortnight ago that officer ealled on bim
and asked him what he should do. He
replied, that if men were not .available
along the Great Southemn line he should
take 20 or 30 men from the gangs at
Docdlakine, but before he did that, he had
better advertise at the Labour Bureau and



204 Supply Bill :
see whether it was at all possible to seeure
men there. As a result of advertising, a
certain number of men were sent to Den-
mark, and, as far as possible, were
gelected for their fitness to do the work,
It was proposed to give 8s. per day, but
at that money the Government wished to
secure men able to earn if, becanse there
had been experience on more than one
occasion of men sent there at considerable
expense, who, after a week or two's hard
work, turned cocktail and gave up the
work.

Mr. Scaddan : It was asserted they
could not work half the time this year.

The PREMIER had worked the whole
of the year and never lost a day at it.
He had worked there for three years.
He was assured thaf these men had praecti-
cally lost no time during the winter; but
men must expeet to get a little wet
weather in the winter. If men could not
stand a little bit of rain they were not
worthy of the name. He had put in a
winter there at 30s. a week and tucker,
and knew what the work was like.

Mr. Bath: Men could not burn off the
stuff in the wet weather.

The PREMIER: It did not matier
about burning off ; they could get the stuff
down and haul it together and burn it
off in the summer. At any rate, arrange-
ments had been made on the previons day
by which another 40 men were to go to
Denmark, and 15 to 20 men suitable for
platelaying bad been given the oppor-
tunity of going to the Jarrahwood line,
«while vacancies were made for 20 men on
the Donnybrook extension, and 30 men
wonld be absorbed by the work on the
Leederville drain. That made something
like 90 out of the 128 said to be unem-
ployed at present. There possibly had
been some slackness in regard to im-
migration in the stamp of men sent out
just now. At the recent Premier's Con-
ference the Prime Minister had suggested
that the Commonwealth should be assisted
in every way in their efforts to induce
immigration; but he (the Premier) had
maintained that it was necessary for the
States interested to have the last say in
the selection of men required for the
various States, since Vietoria, being a
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manufacturing centre, could absorb a
large number of artisans, but it would be
impossible for Western Australia to do
50, although we were prepared to weleome
men ready to go on the land, or to work
as agricultural labourers. He had pointed
out that we did not propose to encourage
the immigration of those who wounld com-
pete in an already overstocked market so .
far as tradesmen were concerned. Mr.
Ranford, now appointed to represent the
State in London so far as immigration
was econcerned, was eminently qualified for
the position, and bad had practical ex-
perience as a farmer, and was a trusted
officer of the Lands Department. As a
result of his efforts there should be a het-
ter selection, and no one would be encour-
aged to come out here who was not a prac-
tieal man and not likely to make a sue-
cess. The Governmen{ had no interest in
getting men” to come here to beeome fail-
ures. But the people who came out now
were not of the same breed as our fathers
who came out here 40 or 50 years ago.
Many now needed dry-nursing from the
time they landed. However, Mr. Ran-
ford’s instructions were very explicit, and
it was not likely there would be complaints
in the future. The idea was that every
man before coming here should have the
opportunity of satisfying himself as to
whether he was likely to make a snecess n
his new sphere.

Mr., HOLMAN: “None obhjected to
pecple with a little capital coming out to
settle on the land, but eases had been cited
where some assisted immigrants had gone
into the Old Men’s Home, while others
were in gaol, At least, there was one man
in the Home, and very likely there were
several in gaol, while others ought to be
there. Again, large firms had been indue-
ing labour to come here in order to get
the men to work at a remuneration slight-
Iy below what others were receiving in the
State, and the Government Labour Bur-
ean had heen used for the purpose. The
conntry was poor enough already withount
bringing men here to take the place of
those already working in the State. Some
had secured work on the railways and dis-
placed men already at work. In another
ease one took the place of an inspector of
factories.
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The Premier: Was that the man the
lion. member had said was a brother-in-
law of a Minister?

Mr, HOLMAN: No such remark was
ever made. He might have said that the
man came out here with a letter of recom-
mendation from the sister of a Minister.
This man took the position of another who
had earned his position by merit, and who
was now, with his wife and family, driven
out of the Stafe.

The Premier: Our forefathers had
come to this country. We did not wish
to make Australia a c¢lose borongh; there
was plenty of room.

Mr. HOLMAN: OQur fathers had not
driven others out of the country. It was
a standing disgrace that this man should
have been driven out of the State. This
officer was robbed of his position simply
to give it to someone’s friend. This was
not the only ease; he could quote cases of
4a similar nature. On  many occasions,
men brought to this country replaced men
+who had been employed in the Railway
Department. That state of affairs should
nof be allowed to obtain.

The Premier : The hon. member did
a man out of his job when he got into
Parliament.

Mr., HOLMAN :
merit.

The Premier: Not by ability.

Mr. HOLMAN : Not by influence.
If he (Mr. Holman) were to get into the
Premier’s position, he would be doing that
Minister out of a job.

The Premier : The hon. member had
Buckley’s chance.

Mr. HOLMAN : On looking through
the reports of the Labour Buveau, it
would be seen there was mere labour in
the State than there was work to do.
Although the Premier gave a challenge
to the member for Guildford the other
night, it was not carried out.

The Premier: Work was given to
every man the member for Guildford sent
along. The member for Guildford said
he had from 15 to 20 men, and he (the
Premier) replied, © Send them along.”

Mr. HOIMAN: The Premier pro-
mised to find work for 30 men.

The Premier: All the men sent to him
were engaged.

®)

That was done on
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Mr. HOLMAN: The guestion was
whether we should encourage the system
of immigration now being carried out by
the Government. He (Mr. Holman)
was oposed to it, and would do all he
could to expose the work of the Govern-
went, and lef the people judge whether
it was good. He suggested that progress
should be reported at this stage.

Mr. SCADDAN: The Government
were increasing the number of unem-
ployed by bringing out immigrants of a
certain class. If a man could not afford
to pay more than £5 towards his passage
money to come out here, he was unable
to go on the land; therefore he had to
tind work, and then eame into competi-
tion with the already over-stocked labour
market The gennine farm labourer
of the old country was not likely to come
to Western Australia.  Plenty of im-
migrants came here; he had met a few,
and they did not go into hysteries about
the wages they received in this country,
and they were not likely to send home
letters to their friends telling thew to
come out. As far as he knew, the ae-
counts sent to the old country by these
people  were anything but good. He
would read a quotation published in the
Great Southern Leader of July 10th,
whieh gave some particulars in reference
to immigrants. It said:—

“Referring to the immigrants now
entering Western Aunstralia, Mr. Clay-
ton mentioned that of three of these
whom he employed as experienced farm
labourers, one was a cotton-mill em-
ployee, another the son of a horse
dealer, whilst the third eame a little
nearer the mark by being a market
gardener. Needless to say these inen
could not earn their tucker.”

This state of affairs should be remedied,
becanse these men, when out of work,
invariably flocked into the towns, for
it was easier to hear of work in towns
than when secatfered in the country. On
Monday last he met a man who told him
—and he was satisfied the statement was
corteci—that he had walked 23 miles
from the Great Southern Railway and
25 miles back looking for work: -that he
called on every farmer along the road,
but eould not find work. That was not
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a proper condition of things to exist in
the country distriects. The farmers should
offer a fair rate of wages .and fair con-
ditions, for at present the condjtions wers
not what were considered good. If a
man could find work in the towns and
cities, he was not likely to leave unless
he could get some special inducement;
and the wages offered at the present time.
15s. a week, were not sufficient to induee
men to leave the eity. Men were brought
fromr the old country on the promise of
land for nothing. These people thonght
it was land similar to that in the old
country, where there was no clearing,
and like the land in Canada vhere
the elearing was almost nil. Under the
circumstances we had no right to en-
conrage these men to come bhere, A pros-
perons farming community did not re-
quire to advertise for men. The Premier
knew that at the present time some of
the best farmers we were getting came
from Vietoria, and the great majority
were induced to eome here by the snccess
of their friends.

The Premier:
sister States.

Mr. SCADDAN: TUndoubtedly. The
position at present in Vietoria, where
farms had been in existence for a number
of years. was that the farmers had
families growing up, and it was ahso-
lutely impossible, without a huge capital.
to get hold of anvthing bike an area of
land for their sons: therefore they had
to look elsewhere for land.  Until the
Victorian Government obfained some of
the large areas which were held in that
State the Government could not
provide land for the people. To bring
ont immigrants of that kind was a fatal
pohicy, and likely to land the State in a
diffienlt position in a few years. With-
aut doubt the state of affairs existing
liere wounld soon get to the ears of the
people in London, Tf immigrants were
to be brought here let them settle on the
land, but not work for others.

Mr. ANGWIN: With an inerease in
the speeial land settlement scheme which
was initiated some little time ago, there
wonld he.no necessity to pay the passage
of immigrants to the State. As was well
known, some time ago 50 families were

Drawing them from cur
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settled on the jJand, and the average num-
ber to the family was seven. From the
particular interest he had taken in this
scheme, he was eonfident there were hun-
dreds of pecple anxious to go on such a
settlement as that at Tammin. If the
Government were to bring such families
as were there, it would cost them as much
as £50 per family, and it would be far
befter for this sum to be advanced to peo-
ple here who wanted to go on the land.
If settlers could be obtained in this man-
ner it would seon become dilfienlt to ob-
tain labeur, aud on aseertaining this peo-
ple would soon flock to the State. It was
to be hoped the Government would en-
large this special settlement scheme, for
already several bundreds of persons had
put their names down for blocks under
it.

Charities, £12,048:

Mr. TROY: In the previous session
& measure was passed for the protection
of iufants, and sinee then a number of
ladies had been appointed a eommittee in
eonneetion with the boarding out of child-
ren. The commitiee consisted of Mes-
dames Fairbairn, Gregory, Cowan, Bird,
and others, who were generallv associated
with the class of people which played at
charity. It was now found that these
ladies were represenled on many institu-
tions. The committee to deal with the
boarding out of childven shonld be a most
representative one, and he protested
against the confining of the representation
to one class. Most of the ladies were
wembers of the National Politieal League,
and they simply played at eharity. There
were thousands of persons who did
equally as good work as those appointed
fo the committee; in faet, much better
work than that class of individual. He
protested against the exelusive nature of
the eommittee.

Mr. Angwin: People who wanted aid
would not go to them at all.

Mr. TROY: There was no sincerity in
it; they were simply playing the game of
charity. His object in referring to the
question was to protesi agsinst the ex-
clusive natare of the appointments. Those
persons might be the best of ecitizens in
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the world, but a committee should be rep-
resentative of the people.

The PREMIER: Such a matter as
that complained of only required to be
brought under the notice of the Colonial
Secretary to be dealt with. The ladies
in guestion had been associated with
many similar instifntions in the State.

Myr. Holman: And had never done any-
thing.

The PREMIER: They had done a
great deal of good work in the State.
While the complaint that the committee
was not a representative one might be
fair and reasconable, it was not correct
to say that good work had net been done
by many of these Iadies. They had
gone about in ihe most unassuming way,
and had done good work which possibly
members knew nothing about. The
Colonial Secretary did not desire to
make the committee anything but a ve-
presentative one, and any suggestions
‘made to him as to the personnel of the
varions committees would receive every
wonsideration. TUp to the present, com-
mittees had been appointed in only one
or lwo of the Iarger towns, but it was
proposed to extend the system to the
-smaller towns as well. Without doubt
any suggestion made by a member of
Parliament that any particuler ladyv was
prepared to take up the work would ve-
ceive every consideration, and if the
Jady were sunitable she wounld be ap-
pointed.

Mr. ANGWIN: One of the lady mem-
bers of the committee had been on a
board on a previous ocecasion, for she
had been appointed a visitor to the Fre-
mantle gacl. During the twelve months
of her office, however, she never once
visited the institution, and anotber lady
was compelled to do all her work. At
the end of that term her name was re-
maoved from the list of visitors, but now
it was found that she had received an
appointment to the boarding-out commit-
tee. Where the department found that
a lady did not do the work on one com-
mittee, surely she should not be ap-
pointed to another.

Mr. TROY also protested against the
exclusiveness of these appointments. At
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the present time they were a most: ex-
clusive set who played the game of char-
itv, and that was most uufair in a State
where people’s money was used for such
a purpose.

[Mr. Daglish resumed the Chair.]

The PREMIER: Wherever a commit-
feec was appointed he endeavoured to
make it as represeniative as possible;
anl wheu the first opportunity otfered
in emnection with the board of manage-
ment of the Perth Hospital, he asked
the Leader of the Opposition to accept
a seat on that board. Mr. Bath was
unable to aceept it, and Mr. Taylor was
appotiated. The Government endeavour-
ed to earry out that principle right
through.

Mr. COLLIER: Many of these ap-
pointments looked suspicions. Amongst
the names in Perth it would be seen that
many were those of members of the
Women's National League. Did it not
seem, Lherefore, that party polities had
been vesponsible for these appointments.
How was it we found these people were
representative of one elass only? Kven
on the goldfields n committee of three
ladics was lately appointed, and the same
thing was doue there—the ladies were
wives of ex-tnayors, and not one of tlem
had ever taken an interest in charitable
work before. On the other hand there
were a number of women in Kalgoorhie
and Boulder who had deeply iatevested
themselves in charitable movements, and
some had actually eome to Perth on a
deputation to the Colonial Secretary
with regard to neglected children. Yet
we found these ladies had been passed
over when apointments were made. IT
suggestions were made to the Govern-
ment, the same old reply was made, that
the matter would be given econsidera-
fion. He did not know any ladies who
were better able to fill such positions
than the wives of miners. They were
much more ecompetent to undertake
work of this kind than wives of ex-
mayors. He desired to enter his pro-
test, und say it was absolutely unfair
that sppoiniments should be made in
sueh a one-sided way.
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Observatory, £982:
Mr. ANGWIN: When the estimates

were being considered last year, it was

staied that this department would be
taken over by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment after 1lst January, 1908. He
noticed also in the Press the other day
that a representative interviewed the

{lovernment Astronomer, who told him

he was not a Commonwealth officer, and

that for the information he required the
reporter would have to go to the Com-
monwealth Meteorologist. What he {My,

Angwin) wanted to know was, what the

Observatory Vote was for this year—

whether the whole department had not

been taken over by the Commonwealth?

The PREMIER: As far as his memory
served, the State had been relieved to the
extent of meteorological observations.

Purely astronomical work was in eharge

of the present Astronomer, and he was

carrying out a certain duty which was
considered to be very important indeed.

A eonference was held in one of the

Continental eentres recently, when it was

decided that certain observatories in the

world should be requested to make a

series of observations with the object of

corveetly charting the sky. A portion
of the sky was allocated to lhis partie-
ular Observatory, and at the present
time the Government Astronomer was
engaged on that work. The meteorolog-
jeal branch had been handed over to the
Commonwealth authorities, and the para-
phernalia in eonnection with it was to
he treated as transferred property. At
the present time le was corresponding
with the Commonwealth Government on
the subject. He was desirons that the

State should receive eash payments for

this transfer, but it was contended by

the Prime Minister that it should be
ireated as transferred property.

At 1.50 a.m., Mr. Scaddan called atlen-
tion to the state of the House.
Bells rung and quorum formed.

Police, £41,039:

Mr. T. L BROWN: If the term
“sweating” could be applied to any por-
tion of the eivil serviee, it conld be aptly
applied to the Police Department. Mem-
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bers of the police foree were poorly paid,
and where vacancies oceurred, instead of
appointments being made frow those en-
titled to be appointed to the vacanecies,
men were put into the positions and called
upon to do the exira duties without extra
remuneration. This was an undesirable
position, and should be remedied without
loss of time. Also, men were still kept
on the minimum rate without any pros-
pect of advancement, The Common-
wealth rule should apply that where a
lower-grade man was doing the work of
a higher-grade officer, the remuneration
should be that of the higher-grade officer.
A great bone of contention among the
tnembers of the force was that the men
had no say in the administration of the
Police Benefit Fund. No objection might
be faken to the Commissioner being chair-
man, but the other eivil servants who con-
trolled the fund with the Commissioner
should be relieved of their responsibilities
in this direction, and men from the force
chosen to aect. It was pointed out that
on the goldfields the police constables were-
receiving 3s. to 4s. less than the muniei-
pal labourers. If we desired to see the
police remain in their positions we should
give them all the consideration they were
entitled te in the shape of promotion.

Mr. TROY: It was unfair that in
some loealities the escort allowance to con-
stables was higher than in other places.
In the distriets where the lower rate ap-
plied a constable did net reeeive nearly
sulficient to pay bis daily expenses. Be-
tween Lake Way and Nannine and Law-
lers, constables received 12s. a day; be-
tween Lawlers and Leonora, 12s. a day
was allowed. That was as high as eon-
stables were paid. Bort between Black
Range and Mount Magnet the constables.
reeeived only 9s. per day. As a con-
stable had to pay 2s. 6d. for every meal
and 2s. Gd. for bis bed he did not receive-
sulficient to pay his actual expenses.

The Premier: How did the department
diseriminate between the two?

Mr. TROY did not know. He hoped
the Premier would speak to the Coloniak
Seeretary and see if something could be
done.

[2 o’elock a.m.]
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The PREMIER: The matter of ex-
penses was regulated, he believed, by pub-
lic service regulation. He kuew, as favas
the surveyors in the Lands Department
were concerned, their expenses were regu-
lated by the faet as to whether they were
east ov west of a certain degree of longi-
tude, but it was purely a public service re-
gulation. It seems to him that the expenses
allowed to the constable between Lawlers
and Leonora should be the same as between
Black Range and Mt. Magnet. He would
bring the matter under the attention of the
Minister controlling the department, and
see if this apparent anomaly couid be
overeoms,

Mr. COLLIER: It was to be hoped
something would be done to increase the
payment of constables in the State. If
the Premier looked into the matter, he
would come to the conclusion that the
police officers were under-paid on the
goldfields. No one was so poorly paid
as second-class constables, who veceived
£3 7s. 14. per week, and had to work
seven days of eight howrs; 36 hours of
the week had to be worked between 5
p-mn. and 5 a.m.  Constables bad also to
hold themselves ready for all calls when
not on actual duty, and this work had to
bhe done without extra pay. During last
session the Premier promised to look into
the police eonstables’ grievances, especi-
ally in regavd to the Police Benefit Fund.
He believed the Premier did make a genu-
ine altempt as to the centrol of the police
fund: but whoever-had been carrying out
the ballot had failed to give satisfaction.
It was notified early in the year that a
ballot wounld be taken for a person to
represent police constables upon the
board contrelling the fund. At present
the board consisted of the Commissioner,
the Under Treasurer, and the Under Seec-
retary of the Colonial Secretary’s depart-
ment. The ballot paper sent out was of
the most extraordinary character. Cn
the ballot paper the voter had to write
his own name and rank, also his number
and the name of the person for whom he
voted, therefore the Commissioner of
Police conld see the person for whom
every constable voted, and it was not
likely that the eonstable would pass a vote
of censure on his chief officer. A ballot
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taken under such condifions was abso-
lutely absurd. The Commissioner should
have stood down from the board and
there should have been a straight-out elec-
tion. Nominations should first of all have

- been called for, and the men should.then

have been asked to choose between the
names submitted, The men should be
given some straight-out representation on
the board. While the ballot was in pro-
gress an intimation was received on the
goldfields that the whole of the metropoli-
tan force were going for the Commis-
sioner, whieh was a direct attempt to in-
fluence the vote on the goldfields in
favour of the Commissioner. It showed
that the Commissioner did not want to
relinquish bis position on the board, he
desired to keep it, and that people shounld
say he was elected by ballot. There was
considerable dissatisfaction among a large
seetion of the police foree, and it was
most undesirable that sueh a state of
affairs should be allowed to continue. It
was to be hoped an inerease would be
given to the second-class constables.
Under the present system a second-class
constable had to work for 12 years before
he was promoted to the vank of a first-
class constable; such a condition as that
did not prevail in the Eastern States. A
constahle in Victoria received 6s. a day,
and then obtained gradual increases at
the rate of id. a day up to 8s. and 8s, Gd.;
but here, so long as a man remained in
the second-class, his pay was not in-
creased. The sum of £3 7s. 1d. per week
of seven days was absolutely insufficient
for a man working on the fields if he de-
sived to keep himself in a respectable man-
ner, and to carry out bis duties properly.

The PREMIER: There was some justi-
fieation for the member's criticism as to
the policy adopted in the election of a
representative on the Police Benefit Fund
Board. When the wmatter was brought
under his notice he gave instructions that
the promise he had given to the Leader
of the Opposition should be carried out
in its entirety, so that the men could sig-
nify in a rational manner their views as
to a representative, He would take steps
to see that the promise was not evaded
owing to some offieial idea of a method
of conducting the ballot which would not
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gppeal to a rational individunal. As to
the pay, he had not had an opportunity
of considering that question, but if an
anomaly did exist, as had been said by
the member for Mount Magnet, the mat-
ter would be brought under the notice of
the Minister responsible.

Mr. ANGWIN : The Treasurer when
dealing with the Estimates last year pro-
mised to take the matter of the increases
into consideration. The Premier now
gave a similar promise, and it was to be
hoped that between now and the arrival
of the Istimates, something would be
done in the dirvection of inereasing ihe
pay of constables,

.General Loan Fund, £233,883:

Mr. TROY moved—
That progress be reported.
Question put and negatived.

‘Mr. TROY : In the schedule there were
amounts for the development of gold-
fields and mineral resources. In connee-
“tion with this question there were several
matters which he desired to look up, and
would he pleased if the farther considera-
tion of the schedule were postponed until
the following day.

The PREMIER: The amounts in thbe
schedule were simply unexpended bal-
anees. A preater sum than that men-
tioned eould not he put down because
there had not been authorisation. While
he had every desire to oblige the member,
still, as the House bad sat so late, they
might as well make a job of it. Person-
ally be had not been sitting there all that
night for fun. If there were any point
about which information was needed
particulars would be provided by the vari-
ous Ministers. The member for Guild-
ford had asked for the postponement of
the consideration of the schedule, huf that
hon. member had gone home.

Mr. Troy: An assurance was given by
the Treasurer that an adjounrnment would
be granted.

The TREASTURER : The anly assurance
he had given was that if the member for
Guildford showed reasonable grounds for
adjonrning the debate his request would
be acceded te. The Government had no
desire to rush the matter through, but it
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was not a reasonable ground for adjourn-
ment that the hon. member wanted to look

op certain matters upon which to ask.
questions of Ministers. What were those
questions? If he mentioned them the

Ministers would give him every informa-
tion.

Me. TROY : There was every reason for
time heing granted him to ook up the mat-
ters. There was no justification for the
desive to force the schedule through. If
an adjournment were granted the schedule
would be passed the following day in half
an hour,

The PREMIER: TUp to two or three
vears ago no schedule was attached to a
Supply Bill. The reason why it was now
provided was to give members informa-
tion. The Treasurer had asked him if he
should attach the schedule to the Bill as
it would lead to a deal of discussion, but
his reply was that he did not want to take
any action that would give any member
an opportunity of saying the Government
had depavted from the ordinary. orthodox
method. As had been stated, the schedule
after all was provided more as a retim
vather than as a portion of the Bill which
could be altered.

Mr. SCADDAN: The request of the
member for Mount Magnet was a reason-
able one in view of the assurance given
earlier in the evening by the Trensuver,
that there would be another opportunity
given to members to disenss the Loan
Schedule. It was not fair to members to
rush the schedule throngh. On the prev-
ions evening the House sat for 20 minutes,
owing to the fact that the Government had
no business ready to go on with.

The Treasurer: It was because the Op-
position allowed the debate to fizzle out.

Mr. TROY wanted to look up some
matter in connection with the development
of goldfields and mineral resources, and if
he got an assurance from the Minister
that he would be furnished with papers
on the following day he would let the thing
2o. Recently a loan was made to two
men named Moxon and Wilson to enable
them to erect a plant on a lease at Yal-
goo. That was the matter he wanted to
discuss on the following day. But if the
Minister would permit him to see the
papers—— : ’
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The MINISTER FOR MINES would
be pleased to let the hon. member have
them next day, if he called at the Mines
Department.

Mr. Troy: Thanks.

Question (that the Schedule be agreed
to) put and passed.
Title, Preamble—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment; the
report adopted.

Third Reading.
Bill tead a third time, and transmitted
to the Legislative Coundtl.

.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 2.25 a.m.,
til the aftermoon.

un-

Negislative Elssembly,
Thursday, 6th August, 1508.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
o’clock p.m.

Prayers.

QUESTION — RAILWAY FENCING,
GREAT SOUTHERN.

Mr. BARNETT asked the Minister for
Railways: In view of the number of eat-
tle"and horses killed@ on the Great South-
ern Railway and the risk of aceident te
trains arising fraom that source, is it the
intention of the Governemnt to fence the
Great Southern Railway line at an early
date?
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: No; but where financial con-
siderations will allow, the Railways will
be fenced in the more closely settled por-
tions.

QUESTION—RAILWAY FREE PASS.

My, JOHNSON asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Was a free railway pass re--
cently granted to a Mr. Simpson? 2, If’
so, why and on whose recommendation
was this special consideration shown®

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 1, Yes, for 10 days. 2, On ae-
eount of the work he has done in the
interests of Western Australia by leetur-
ing and otherwise making known its re-
sources in New Sonth Wales and other
parts of tbe Commonwealth and New
Zealand.

BILLS (3)—FIRST READING,-
Midland Junetion Boundaries, intro-
duced by the Attorney General.
Health Act Amendment (Rates), intro-
duced by the Premier,
Permanent Reserves (Subiaco, two) Re--
dedication, introdnced by the Premier.

PERMANENT RESERVE (YORK)
REDEDICATION BILL.
In Commitiee.

Mr. Daglish in the Chair; the Premier-
in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1:

Mr. HOLMAN: The Premier had
promised to give some information about
this measure.

The PREMIER : This Bill was for the
purpose of changing a reserve in York
used for recreation purposes, and re-
quired now as a muonicipal endowment.
This was done at the request of the muni-
eipal eonncil and burgesses of York The
land was held and enjoyed by the people
of York for reereation purposes, and the
council pointed out now that the place was
well provided with reereation grounds,
and it wished this partienlar bloek to be
dedieated for municipal purposes. The
people of York were consulted at a pub-
lic meeting assembled, and their assent



